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EORGE-Louis le Clerc, Count 
De Buffon, was born at Mont- 
bard in Burgundy, on the 7th of Sep- 
tember,1707. Mr. Le Clerc, his fa- 
ther, who was a counfellor of the par- 
liament of Dijon, intended to educate 
him for his own profefion ; but having 
acquired an early tafte for the {ciences, 
his fole ambition was to cultivate 
them. Burgundy, the province in 
which he was born, had produced 
many chara¢ters of eminence in the 
literary world; men whoie reputation 
and fame are not merely confined to 
France, but whofe works are well 
known in every part of Europe, where 
genius and tatte are held in admira- 
tion. Having before his eyes a Bof- 
fuet, a Crebillon, a Piron,’a Monnoye, 
and a Bouhier, it is very probable 
that thefe examples tended not a little 
to encreafe the natural ardor of his 
mind, and to excite his emulation. 
Pofleffed of excellent natural talents, 
Buffon foon diftinguifhed himfelf at 
the college of Dijon, where he ftu- 
died, aud which, at that time, was 
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under the direétion of able profeflors. 
Born with a robutt conftitution, and a 
lively and active difpofition, he had an 
incredible ardor for labor and for 
pleafure. Ata very early age, even 
when he was a boy, he thewed a re- 
markable fondnefs for geometry; and 
this paffion was fo ftrong, that he could 
fearcely ever be without the Elements 
of Euclid, a copy of which he gene» 
rally carried in his pocket. When 
engaged in thofe juvenile amufe. 
ments to which moft young people are 
ftrongly attached, he would often fteak 
away from his companions, and retire 
into a fecret corner, or private alley, 
in order to open his book and endea- 
vour to refolve fome problem which 
had difficulted him. 

When about the age of nineteen-or 
twenty, he became acquainted with 
the Duke of Kingfton, who was then 


on his travels, and who had refidedy. » + 


fome time at Dijon with his preceptor, 
The latter was a man of great ‘merit ; 
he had remarked buffon’s ardent défire 
for knowledge, and his fuperior abili- 
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ties; he wifhed therefore to partici- 
pate in the glory of his education, and 
prepofed to him the tour of Italy, un- 
der his protection, along with his pu- 
yl. A propofal of this kind to one of 
fi difpofition and turn of mind, could 
not fail of being highly gratifying ; he 
readily agreed to it, and they accord- 
ingly fet out together. _Buffon’s views 
in this journey were, however, very 
different from thofe of moft travellers 
who vifit that country. Neither ele- 
gant ftatues, beautiful paintings, nor 
magnificent ruins, were the objects 
that engaged the principal fhare of his 
attention. He confidered Italy as a 
rich magazine of natural hiftory, from 
which an intelligent and careful ob- 
ferver might derive much knowledge 
and information. The celebrated Addi- 
fon, who before trod the fame ground, 
had beheld piéturefque fcenes and ro- 
mantic views, which he compzred with 
the defcriptions of the ancients, and 
embellifhed by the flowers of poetry. 
Buffon, affifted by a lively imagina- 
tion, feems to have treafured up liens 
drawn from the fame fources; and it 
is, perhaps, to this tour in Italy that 
the world is indebted for choke im- 
mortal monuments of his genius which 
he has left behind him. 

On his return to France he retired 
to Angers, accompanied by the Duke 
of Kinefton and his tutor, in order to 
finifh his education. Neither the plea- 
fures of Italy, nor his commerce with 
the world, had in the leaf abated his 
ardor for itudy: inftead of giving him- 
felf up, like his companions, to vain 
amufements, the ordinary refource of 
the idle and diffipated, or to thofe fri- 
volous purfuits which occupy the at- 
tention of little minds, he frequented 
the company of thofe from whofe con- 
verfation he hoped to derive benefit. 
Among thofe with whom he formed 
an intimate acquaintance, none en- 
joyed a greater fhare of his efteem, 
than Father De Landreville, who was 
at that time profeffor of mathematics 
in the College of Angers. The in- 
ftruction — advice of this prudent 
and learned man, were of the greateft 
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utility to him, and he always remem- 
bered his friendfhip with gratitude and 
pleafure. 

While Buffon refided at Angers, he 
— to have a difpute with an 
Eng ith gentleman, which originated 
whilft they were engaged at play:.a 
challenge was the confequence; and 
the parties having met to decide their 
quarrel in an honorable manner, the 
conteft terminated in favor of Buffon. 
Having wounded his antagonift, he 
was under the neceflity of quitting 
Angers; he refolved, therefore, to vifit 
Paris ; and, having fixed his refidence 
there, employed himfelf principally in 
literary purfuits. He is faid at that 
time to have tranflated into French, 
Newton's Fluxions, and Hale’s Vege- 
table Staticks. 

The intercourfe which he had kept 
up with feveral Englifh gentlemen at 
that time in France, and the intimate 
knowledge he had of the greater part 
of the beft Englifh authors, infpired 
him with a ftrong defire of feeing 
England. ‘This defire he foon grati- 
fied ; but it appears that his ftay in this 
coyntry was very fhort, being not 
above three months. Three months 
obfervation, however, furnifhed Buf- 
fon, who knew fo well how to employ 
his time, though he had then fcarcely 
attained to the twenty-fifth year of his 
age, with that knowledge and infor- 
mation, which an equal number of 
years would not have, perhaps, given 
to others pofleffed of flenderer abilities 
and lefs induftry. 

Unhappily for fcience and letters, 
the ardor of genius is often checked 
by the want of refources, and the ef- 
forts of afpiring merit are reprefied, 
by the chilling hand of poverty. With 
fuch misfortunes Buffon was not under 
the neceflity of contending. Being 
left in affluent circumftances by the 
death of his mother, having a fufficient 
knowledge of the world to manage 
his income with prudence, and eco- 
nomy enough to preferve it, he feems, 
like Voltaire, to have been deftined to 
be fuperior to want, and to acquire, 
like him, a very ample fortune. An 

eftate 
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eftate of fifteen thoufand livres* per 
annum, was a large patrimony for a 
young man who facrificed every paffion 
to ftudy, and who devoted the princi- 
part of his time to literary pur- 
uits. Thoughhe was not infenfible to 
the pleafures of fociety, and, though 
remarkably fond of the company of 
the fair fex, he was far from having 
any inclination to ruin himfelf, in or- 
der to gratify the caprice of beauty. 
Befides, his mind, almoft inceffantly 
employed in laborious refearches, left 
very little leifure for their charms to 
make too deep an impreffion on his 
heart. We may eafily form an idea of 
Mr. Buffon’s afliduity, when we are 
informed that his amanuenfis, in order 
to — pace with him, was obliged to 
work fometimes ten hours a day. The 
number of hours which he allotted to 
daily labour were fixed; it was gene- 
rally fourteen ; and no circumftance, 
almoft, could make him deviate a fin- 
gle moment from this plan of life. 

leep, fometimes, would indeed over- 


power him, and oblige him to grant :o 


reft that time which he had deltined 
to the fciences; but his fervant, whofe 
bufinefs it was to awaken him atacer. 
tain hour, had pofitive orders to pull 
him from his bed without any cere- 
mony, Whatever refiftance he might 
make. 

Animated with the noble defire of 
diftinguifhing himfelf by fome grand 
undertaking, Mr. Buffon endeavored 
to form fuch connettions as might be 
ufeful to him in the profecution of his 
defigns. ‘The works of nature, which 
he was always fond of contemplating, 
prefented a vaitt field for the exercife 
of his talents. ‘Tournefort, and other 
celebrated men, had introduced a tafte 
for natural hiftory and botany into 
France; but none of them poffefled 
that fertility of imagination, and bril- 
liancy of ftvle, requifite to render the 
beauties of thofe fciences fenfible to 
every reader: that glory was referved 
for the pencil of Buffon. 

Mr. Du Hamel du Monceat had ac- 
Quired great reputation by thefe pur- 
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fuits; all the journals were filled with 
accountsof his experiments upon wood, 
fruit-trees, and different objects of bo- 
tany. He had tranfplanted into his 
grounds in Gatinois, the Canadian 
oak, the Rhuya of Virginia, the plane- 
tree of the weit, and even the cedar of 
Lebanon. He was rather a little more 
advanced in years than Buffon ; like 
him he enjoyed what may be called 
opulence for a man of letters, and Le 
had already produced ufeful works 
which had procured him the notice of 
government. All thefewere fufficient 
motives to induce Buffon to feek for, 
and cultivate his friendfhip. 

It is a melancholy truth, that envy 
and jealguf, fometimes find reception 
in the moit exalted minds, and, much 
to the difgrace of literature, thofe 
whofe exertions ought to be united 
for the publick good ; to diffufe know- 
ledge, enlarge fcience, and promote 
ufeful difcoveries, too often walte in 
frivolous difputes, arifing from mo- 
tives not very honorable, that time 
which might have been employed for 
the moft valuable purpofes. To what- 
ever caufe itmight have been owing, a 

a : 5°! 
coolnefs foon took place between Duf- 
fonand hisfriend Du Hamel. Whether 
it was that the latter dreaded the rifing 
reputation of Buffon, or that Puffon 
had publithed as his own, fome tnfor- 
mation which he had received from 
Du Hamel, is not perhaps certainly 
knowns the caufe of it, however, is 
related as fellows. Mr. Du Kamel 
having communicated to Buffon fome 
obfervations he had made upon the 
ftrength of timber, a ftudy which had 
employed his attention for a long 
time, Mr. Butfon immediately wrote 
a memoir upon the fame fubje&, which 
he read before the Academy of Sci- 
ences. Mr. [vu Hamel contradiGed 
him in feveral places; and while he 
announced his own work, he intorined 
the members prefent that great part of 
Buffon’s memcir was ftolen from his ; 
requefting, at the fame time, that a 
minute might be made ef his obferva- 
tions, in order that the difference 
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might be known, and that he might 
not incur the imputation of having 
profited by the labors of Buffon. At 
the next meeting Mir. Bufton requefted 
leave to read his memoir again, which, 
he faid, had not been properly under- 
ftood; having, however, altered thofe 
places upon which Mr. Du Hammel had 
made remarks, Mr. Du Hamel faid, 
only, * Brother, you have arexcel- 
** Jent memory:”’ upon which Buffon 
replied, ‘* Brother, I take advantage 
“* of a good thing wherever | find it.” 
Mr. Du Hamel depended entirely upon 
experiments and obfervations, and was 
even very cautious in drawing confe- 
quences from them. Buffon, on the con- 
trary, formed a fyftem, whichhe recon- 
ciled with obfervations. TwocharaGers 
fo different, could not long live in har- 
mony together. 

Buffon’s merit, which was now wel] 
known, marked him out as a proper 
perfon for fome important office. On 
this account Mr. Du Fay, intendant of 
the king's garden, thought of bequeath- 
ing him his place, with the confent of 
the court; and in this view he propofed 
him for his fucceffor, to the Count de 
Maurepas. Mr. Fontenelle, in his eu- 
Jogium upon Mr. Du Fay, mentions 
this circumftance. ‘* He madea will,” 
fays he, ‘* of which we may call a part 
** the letter he wrote to Mr. de Mau- 
** repas, to inform him whom he 
** thought the propereft perfon to fuc- 
«* ceed him in the management of the 
“* royal garden. He confidered it as 
** connected with the Academy of 
** Sciences, to which he wifhed it 
** might be always united; and the 
** choice of Mr. Buffon, whom he 
** propofed, appeared to be fo good, 
** that the king would not make any 
** other.’ 

This teftimony of Mr. Fontenelle 
is very remarkable; and nothing does 
more honor to Buffon, than the man- 
ner in which this Neftor of literature 
and fcience exjrefled himfelf at that 
time refpecting him. He feems to 
have prefaged the glory of the fuccef- 
for of Mr, Du Fay, whofe eulogium 
is the laft work of his pen. 

Some have aflerted, that the place 


of intendant of the king’s garden had 
been promifed to Mr. Du Hamel, be- 
fore Buifon was thought of. It would, 
indeed, have been very proper to give 
this place to a man who was already 
celebratéd by his knowledge in bo- 
tany, and who had facrificed the 
greater part of his fortune «o the ad- 
vancement of that fcience. Befides 
this, he had long lived in habits of 
great intimacy with Mr. Du Fay; and 
their friendfhip had been fill farther 
cemented by a tafte for the fame pur- 
fuits, and a fimilarity of manners. 
When Mr. Du Fay died, Mr. Du 
Hamel was in England, profecuting 
his experiments refpeCling timber fit 
for building. His Che. however, 
Mr. Denainvilliers, did not lofe fight 
of that utility which it was likely 
would refult to the publick from his 
brother being placed in a fituation 
agreeable to his tafte, and fuited to 
his talents. Upon the firft news of 
Mr. Du Fay's death he waited upon 
the minifter, and requeiled that the 
mee which had been promifed to his 
rother, niight be given him. The 
anfwer was, that it was already filled ; 
and for this difappointment Mr. Du 
Hamel, on his return, was made In- 
fpector General of the Marine. 

In thefe two accounts of the man- 
ner in whieh Buffon came to be in- 
tendant of the king’s garden, there is 
nothing contradictory. It is very pof- 
fible that Mr. Du Fay, when on his 
death-bed, being importuned by pow- 
erful folicitations, might have forgot 
his abfent friend, efpecially when one 
was propofed fo worthy in every re- 
fpect to fucceed him. 

Scarcely was Mr. Buffon appointed 
intendant of the king’s garden, when 
he began to think ferioufly of the exe- 
cution of his grand defign, In 1744 he 
laid the firft foundation of his import- 
ant and laborious work upon natural 
hiftory. His difcourfe upon the theory 
of the earth, which he dated from 
Montbard, convinced the whole king- 
dom that he knew how to employ his 
leifure in the country to which he had 
retired, in order to avoid thofe inter- 
ruptions which he would have unavoid- 
ably 

























































ably met with, had he lived in Paris, 
amidit the buftle of the gay world. 
Of all the fubjecits which have en- 
gag 1 the attention of mankind, nene 
feems to have givea rife to more whim- 
fical conjectures or extravagant ideas, 
than the theory of the earth. It has 
been an object of refearch ever fince 
the revival of philofophy ; and various 
opinions have been formed in order 
to illuttrate the conttruction of the 
globe. Burnet, who was among the 
firt who undertook ibis labor, pu- 
lithed his fyiter under the title of the 
Sacred Theory of the Earth. A French 
writer, named Maillet,* formed alfo 
a fyftem more extenfive, though, per- 
haps, lefs probable. Whiiton attempted 
the fame, and endeavoured to account 
for all the changes whichthe earth has 
experienced, by the tail of a comet; 
and Woodward, fuppofing an immenfe 
abyfs of water to be contained in its 
bowels, refers all its revolutions to this 
caufe. 

Though thefe are the moft cele- 
brated writers upon this fubject, there 
are feveral others who have attempted 
to give a theory of the earth. In 
1683, the learned Leibnitz publifhed, 
in the Aéts of Leipfick, a fyftem of 
the world. All philofophers almott 
have been of opinion, that the earth 
will be deftroved by fire; but, accord- 
ing to Leibnitz, it is to this element 
that it owes its origin. The greater 
part of the matter which compofes it, 
has been changed by a violent fire. 
The earth and the planets were for- 
merly Axed fiars ; that is to fay, lumi- 
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nous of themfelves. After having 
burnt for a Jong time, the fire was ex- 
tinguifhed for want cf combuttible 
matter, and thefe bodies became 
opague. By the melting of different 
fibttances, the heat produced a vitri- 
fied cruit; fo that the interior mafs of 
the earih is compoted of glafs, of which 
different kinds of fand are only frag- 


nents, 





Other kinds of earth are 
formed of a mixture cf fand, with 
fixed f2lts and water. ‘The vapor of 
this water having fallen when the fur- 
face of the terre l globe, or rather 
its cruft, becaine cold, formed the fea, 
which at firit covered the whole globe, 
and even its higheft eminences. Shells, 
and other remains of the fea, prove 
that it formerly enveloped the earth, 
and the gt quantity of fixed falts 
and other matter melted and calcined, 
which are found in its bowels, feem 














to prove this general conflagration. 
Mr. Scheutzer, with Mr. Woodward, 
attributes the fecond formation of the 
earth to an univerfal deluge. He iays, 
that, after the deluge, God caufed the 
waters to return to their fubseri inean 
refervoirs, and raifed on the furface of 
the earth a great number of horjzon- 
tal itrata, which formed the moun- 
tains. Anothercofinologifl, Mr. Steno, 
attributes the inequalities on the far- 
face of the earth, to particular inunda- 
tions, to earthquakes, and to other 
violent convulfions of nature; and Mr. 
Ray endeavours te prove, that all the 
mountains have been produced by 
earthquakes, The learned Mr. Bour- 
guet, who died while employed in 








* Maillet was defcended of an illuftrious family, and born in Lorrain, in the year 


1659. He was tome time conful at Cairo, 


and publifhed a defcription of Fgypt, in 


which he was affifted by the celebrated Abbé le Mafcrier. In his fyftem refpeéting 


the theory oi the earth, there is one part wh 


ich appears to be very fingular After teil- 


ing us that the whole giobe was formerly covered with water, he fays, all quad: upedes, 

birds, and reptiles, and even man, were once inhabitants of the deep, but metamor- 

phoied into their prefent form by the heat of the fun, and other caufes. Every thing 
f 


endowed with li 


e, according to this author, exifted firft in the ocean, To fupport his 


opinion ret) eét:ng the human {pecies, he quotes feveral inftances of marine montters, 


refembling man, which have been found in 


ditterent places, and at various times; and 


thefe he athrms were the frft men in the world. But how came the fea to produce anie 


mated beings? To anfwer this qi 





icition, Mr. Mazllet fays, that the fpace contained be- 


tween the earth and the remoteit ftars, is filled with the feeds of every thing that can 


have iife 


duce the largeft animals, that it isimpofhible 


rhefe feeds, which are fo delicate, thoie even which are intended to pros 


to perceive them with the help of the beft 


microfeopes, having fallen into the fea, gave birth to all thofe animals by which it was 


altcrwards peopled. 


This theory is too ablurd to require any refutation, 


writing 
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writing a theory of the earth, enter- 
tained fentiments quite different. Ac- 
cording to him the globe was former- 
ly fluid; it gradually became a folid 
mafs, and took fire when it acquired 
that form under which it now ap- 
pears. ‘This fire daily confumes it, 
and its power continually encreafes, 
fo that it will one day deftroy it with 
a dreadful explofion, which will be 
accompanied with a general confla- 
gration. 

Buffon, in his work, examines moft 
of thefe theories, and gives a new one 
of his own, which he endeavours to 
reconcile with the Mofaic account of 
the creation. The fum of his theory 
is as follows. ‘The earth and all the 
planets are fragments detached from 
the fun bv the impulfe of a comet 
falling into it. The earth when it if- 
fued from the fun, had no other form 
but that of a torrent of melted and 
inflamed matter. This torrent, by 
the mutual attraction of its parts, ac- 
quired a globular figure which its di- 
urnal motion changed into a fpheroid ; 
when the earth cooled, the vapors, 
which were expanded like the tail of 
a comet, gradually condenfed, and fell 
down in the form of water upon the 
furface, depofiting, at the fame time, 
a flimy fubftance mixed with fulphur 
and falts; part of which being car- 
ried by the motion of the waters into 
the perpendicular ftrata, produced 
metals, and the reft remaining on the 
furface, gave rife to the vegetable 
mould which abounds in various pla- 
ces. The interior parts of the globe 
were originally compofed of vitrifi- 
ed matter: above this vitrified mat- 
ter were placed all thofe fubftances 
which the fire had reduced to the 
fmalleit particles, as fands, which are 
only portions of glafs; and above 
thefe pumice ftones. ‘The whole was 
covered with water, to the depth of 
five or fix hundred feet, which origi- 
nated from the condenfation of the 
vapors when the earth began to cool. 
This water depofited a ftratum of 
mud, mixed with all thofe fubftances 
which are capable of being fublimed 
‘or exhaled by fire; and the air was 
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formed of the moft fubtle vapors, 
which, on account of their levity, 
rofe above the water. 

This was the condition of the earth 
when the tides, winds, and the heat 
of the fun began to introduce changes 
on its furface. The flux and reflux, 
with other movements of the ocean, 
perpetually detaching from the fhores 
and the bottom of the fea fhells and 
matter of every fpecies, and thefe 
being — in other places, like 
a kind of fediment, in procefs of time 
formed thofe horizontal ftrata which 
every where appear. All the ine- 
qualities on the dine of the globe 
have been occafioned by the motion 
of the waters of the fea. The moun- 
tains received their orignal formation 
from a fucceflive accumulation of fe- 
diment. The currents which __firft 
followed the direétion of thefe ine- 
qualities gave them afterwards their 
prefent figure; that is to fay, their 
alternate and correfponding angles. 
The horizontal ftrata which have been 
formed by the fucceffive accumulation 
of fediment, and which, at firft, 
were foft and ductile, acquired den- 
fity and compattnefs in proportion as 
they became dry ; and the perpendicu- 
lar fiffures obferved in thefe beatae de- 
rived their origin from the a¢t of drys 
ing. Laftly, the rains and tempetts 
are continually deftroying the work of 
the ocean, by wafhing down the fum- 
mits of the mountains, filling up the 
valleys, the mouths of rivers and 
gulphs ; and by bringing every thing 
to a level, they will one by reftore the 
land to the ocean, which will fuc- 
ceffively cover it ; and, retiring from 
its preleat bed, will form new conti- 
nents, interfeéted by valleys and monn- 
tains, like thofe which we behold ae 
prefent. 

Such, in abridgment, is the fyftem 
of Buffon, which he ftill farther il- 
luftrates in a fupplementary volume 
publithed fome time after, and con- 
taining a number of curious and in- 
terefting facts relating to the hiftory 
of the earth. 

To eftablifh by truths and rea- 
foning his theory refpetting the for- 


mation 
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mation of the planets, Buffon wrote 
alfo a treatife, which he calls the 
Epochs of Nature. This work is 
exceedingly ingenious, and mutt be 
admired even by thofe who are not 
difpofed to acknowledge the force of 
the author’s arguments, Mr. Buffon 
begins his fubject by a preliminary 
difcourfe, in which he endeavours to 
difplay the different changes expe- 
rienced by the earth fince its pro- 
jeGtion from the fun to the prefent 
time. In this difcourfe the author ob- 
ferves the following order. Firft, he 
mentions fuch fa¢ts as may lead us 
to the origir of nature: Secondly, he 
marks thofe monuments which ought 
to be regarded as the evidences of the 
firft ages: Thirdly, he collects fuch 
traditions as may convey fome idea 
of the ages which fucceeded ; and 
then endeavours to connec the whole 
by analogies, and to form a chain 
which, from the commencement of 
time, may defcend to the prefent age. 
After finifhing his preliminary dif- 
courfe, he proceeds to ftate the dif- 
ferent Epochs of nature, which he 
divides into feven great periods, 
Firft, when the earth and planets firtt 
acquired their proper form, Second- 
ly, when the fluid matter confolidat- 
ed and formed the interior rock of the 
globe, as well as thofe large vitrifi- 
able mafies which appear on its fur- 
face. Thirdly, when the waters co- 
vered all the continents. Fourthly, 
when the waters retired, and volca- 
noes began to act. Fifthly, when the 
elephants and other animals of the 
fouth inhabited the northern regions. 
Sixthly, when the continerts were 
feparated from each other. And 
laitly, when the power of man began 
to affift the operations of nature. ‘i his 
work abounds with much curious mat- 
ter, and was, as is faid, the refult of 
fourteen years meditation and ftudy. 
About the ycar 1749, three volumes 
of Buffon’s work upon natural hiftory 
were given tothe public. hefe vo- 
lumes, whichdifplayed much learning, 
tafte,, and eloquence, procured the 
author great reputation, and excited 
a ftrong deity in the public for the 
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completion ofhis plan. Natural hif- 
tory before that period had not been 
treated of in France with that dig- 
nity of ftyle which it required ; this 
{cience, like thofe of medicine, che- 
miftry, and optics, {till waited for the 
hand of genius. Several men of great 
learning, it is true, had colle¢ted ma- 
terials both in France and other coun- 
triés ; but no one had conceived the 
defign of rearing a complete ftru¢ture. 

In his fyftem, Mr. Buffon may, per- 
haps, have gone too far. When fyf- 
tems are not fupported by experience 
and faéts; when the imagination 
wanders in the wide fields of conjec- 
ture, they are only ruinous edifices 
which conceal, by an abundance of 
decorations, the inftability of their 
bafe. But when we reflect upon the 
fertility of this author's genius, his 
rich and beautiful deferiptions, the 
number of detached fa¢ts which he 
has colle€ted to illufirate his fubject, 
the elegance ofhis ftyle, and the ex- 
quifite gafle he has fhewn in embellifh- 
ing thofe parts which were fufceptible 
of ornament, we cannot help admir- 
ing his abilities, which juftly enticle 
him to a diftinguished, if not the firft 
place among the naturalifts of modern 
times. 

Nothing can be a more evident 
fign of an elevated mind than a defire 
of benefiting mankind, by commu- 
nicating to the public that knowledge 
which one has acquired by labour and 
induftry. Mr. Butfon’s principal am- 
bition feems to have been to enlarge 
fcience in the world, by difplayin 
it in an engaging drefs. To ed | 
in this, he was fenfible that it would 
be neceflary to fix the attention of 
the mind by imagery, and to capti- 
vate the heart by expreilions full of 
fenfibility. Every thing which comes 
from his pencil is animated, his profe 
has almoit the clevation and richnefs 
of poetry, and nature appears in his 
defcriptions arrayed with all her pomp 
and magnificence, 

A work replete with fo much mat- 
ter, and which comprehended fuch a 
variety of objects, required more 
than the efforts of gne perfon. 


Buffon, 
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Buffon, therefore, admitted as _part- 
ners in his labour Mr. d’Aubenton 
and Mr. Gueneau de Montbeillard ; 
the former of whom furnithed all the 
anatomical part, while Mr. de Buffon 
referved to himself the department of 
language and ftyle. Mr. de Mont- 
beillard and the Abbé Bexon wrote 
alfo a few of the volumes; and they 
were fo well executed, that they were 
thought to be the production of Buf- 
fon himfelf. 
Being equally fond of the country 
as of the beauties of nature, Buffon 
afled the greater part of his life on 
Ris eftate at Montbard, where he had 
formed 2 moft magnificent garden fill- 
ed with all kinds of trees, both fo- 
reign and indigenous. In the mid- 
dle of this garden he had erected a 
kind of fummer-houfe, which com- 
manded a view of it; butin the fim- 
left and plaineft ityle. At Paris the 
ufinefs of the king’s garden, paying 
and receiving vilits, with other avo- 
cations, took up the greater part of 
the day ; but at Montbard, where he 
enjoyed profound tranyuility and a 
ferene fky, he was enabled to purfue 
his refearches without interruption, 
and to accomplifh the execution of 
that plan to which he was {) much 
attached. At five in the morning he 
retired to his fummer-houfe, and after 
that time no one was permitted to ap- 
proach him, not even his gardeners. 
This fummer-houfe was entirely deiti- 
tute of ornament. The walls were 
rfeftly bare, and all its furniture 
confifted of a large arm chair cover- 
ed with black leather, and an old 
wooden writing defk, upon which 
were placed pen and ink, together 
with a few fheets of paper. Ata 
little diftance from this fummer-houfe, 
and ftill in his garden, Mr. Buffon 
had a fmall cabinet which contained 
his manufcripts. According as circum- 
ftances required, he Would walk from 
his fummer-houfe to his cabinet, and 
from his cabinet tu his fummer-houfe; 
and he would fometimes employ a 
whole morning in compofing onlv a 
few lines of his works. Not that he 


found any-difficulty in writing, but 
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he was remarkably nice in his choice 
of phraies; and he was convineed 
that it was only by care and taking 
proper time, that one could arrive at 
perfection either in thinking or writs 
ing: he has been, therefore, often 
heard, to fay, that genius was nothing 
elfe but a great difpofition to patience 
—a very encouraging expreffton,which 
reminds us of a faying of the immor- 
tal Newton, much to the fame pur- 
pofe. When Buifon had finifhed a 
work, he laid it afide for a confider- 
able time, until he kad entirely forgot 
it, and then he got fome of his friends, 
who were capable of underftanding it, 
to read itto him. The copy of this 
work was written with the greateft 
neatnefs, and if the reader hetitated 
in any part, Mr. Buffon immediately 
pote & that fomething was want- 
ing either in the arrangement of the 
thoughts or the perfpicuity of the 
ftyle, becaufe, he faid, every thin 
that is clear muft be eafily read ; mas 
he made acrofs at that part, in order 
to revife and correét it at his leifure, 
He had ftill another method of exa- 
mining his works. When any one 
read to him, he begged the reader to 
exprefs in other words fome paflages ; 
the compofition of which had coft him 
great labor: if the fentence then 
clearly conveyed the intended mean- 
ing, he fuffered it to remain fuch as 
it was; but if, on the contrary, the 
fenfe appeared confufed, he marked 
the paflage, and endeavoured to dif- 
cover what rendered it obfcure, and to 
correét it. 

Thefe revifals and corrections were 
fometimes made in a circle of friends, 
and nothing could be more intereiting. 
He fometimes corre&ed in this man- 
ner the works of other authors alfo, 
as many wifhed to fubmit their com- 
pofitions to his criticifm. He had, 
however, feldom time to correct them 
entirely ; for he had not even leifure 
to readthofe which were fent to him 
printed. With regard to the latter, 
he generally confined himfelf to read- 
ing the contents, that he might know 
thofe parts which were of the greatett 
importance, in order to peraie them. 


For 
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For ‘above fifteen years before his 
death, there were few works which 
he read i in any other manner, except, 
thaps, the Compte Rendu of Mr. 
Necker, and the work on the Admi- 
niftration of the Finances, which he 
read over feveral times, and {poke of 
in the higheft terms of approbation. 

His favorite authors, among thofe 
who are no longer in being, were Fe- 
nelon, Montefquieu, and Kichardfon. 

One of his greateit and mott inti- 
mate friends was Mr. Gueneau de 
Montbeillard, whom he had the mis- 
fortune to lofe fome time before he 
died: a man of fuperior merit, and 
who, anaccount of his profound know- 
ledge and inflexible probity, had a 

reat afcendancy over him. ‘There 
Sore been very few men who, in 
converfation, were more animat- 
ed and lively than Mr. de Mont- 
beillard. Buffon, on, the contrary, 
was extremely fimple in his manner— 
feldom animated, but generally chear- 
ful. He was above all remarkable 
for a benevolence of fentiment, which 
endeared him to thofe who enjoyed 
the pleafure of his acquaintance. 

To the mind which refleéts that 
men who are engaged in the purfuit 
of nobler objeéts than thofe held forth 
by ambition or avarice, feldom think 
of engaging in the bufy cares of life, 
of frequenting courts, or fhining in 
the gay world, it will appear not 
at all furprifing that Buffon’s career 
fhould exhibit fo little variety. Ie 
may be remarked befides, that as he 
enjoyed affluence at an early period, 
he was not expofed to become the 
fport of fortune, which fometimes 
renders the lives of men of genius a 
tiffue of misfortunes equally calculated 
to gratify the curiofity of fome read- 
ers, as to pain the feelings and fenfi- 
bility of others 

This great man had been many 
years afflicted with the ftone, a dif- 
order occafioned, no doubt, by a 
fedentary life, and the pofition in 


* We have feveral inftances of ftudious 
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which he fat when writing*; and 
it is highly probable that his days 
might have been prolonged had he 
confented to fubinit to the painful 
operation of cutting. Dottor Porntl; 
one of the moft celebrated phyficians 
in Paris, attended: him with the 
greateft affiduity and attention durin 
the whole time that he was thannel 
with this dreadful malady; but ne- 
ture was exhaufled, and he expired 
on the 15th of April, 1788, full of 
years and full of glory —glory of the 
nobleft kind, that which is acquir- 
ed without caufing a pang to virtue, 
or a tear to diltrefs. It may here be 
worthy of remark, that Buffon’s 
gtandfather attained to the age of 
eighty-feven, his father to the age of 
ninety-three, and he himfelf died 
when going in his eighty-fecond year. 
Such an inftance of fucceflive longe- 
vity in one family is perhaps not very 
common. 

Mr. Buffon left onlv one fon, of 
whom the following anecdote is told, 
much tohis honor. In his father’s 
gardens at Montbard, near the fum- 
mer-houfe and cabinet already men- 
tioned, there is a lofty turret which 
may be perceived at a great diftance. 
Young Buffon, when at Monthard 
about two years ago, being defirous 
of giving fome public tefiiimony of 
his refpect for his father, caufed a 
low column to be ereéted near this 
turret, with the following infcription 
in large letters : 


Excel f turri, 
Humilis columna, 
Parenti fuo 
Filius Buffon. 


Buffon enjoved from nature every 
advantage of ‘a healthful and robuit 
contitution. His appearance was 
noble and commanding ; his ftature 
exceeded the ordinary fize ; his limbs 
were mufcularand vigorous ; and the 
frethnefs of his complexion, even in 


men being affli@ted with this malady J 


J- Roufleau, Voltaire, and D’Alembert all fufiered by pains proceeding from the 


dame caufe. 


eF his 
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his lateft years, formed an admirable 
contraft with the fnowy whitenefs of 
his hair. One would be almoft in- 
duced to believe that he painted him- 
felf, when, in his natural hiftory, 
{peaking of man in general, he fays, 
** he walks erect; his attitude is that 
of command; his head looks to- 
wards the heavens, and prefents an 
auguft countenance, upon which is 
imprinted the charaéter of his dig- 
nity.” 

Buffon, with all his fimplicity of 
charaéter and manners, was fond of 
external fhew. Being of opinion that 
the idea which the world in general 
forms of a man depends much upon 
his appearance, he had a great tate 
for magnificence in drefs; a tafte 
juftified in fome meafure by the rank 
which he held in the world, and by 
the dignity which he thought necef- 
fary to be kept up on account of his 
office. , 

His father, while alive, had a re- 
fpeét for him which approached al- 
moft to veneration. One day having 
read in the Views of Nature that ele- 

ant invocation to the Supreme Be- 
ine, which terminates the firft, he met 
his fon, and, in the tranfport of his 
admiration, could not help falling on 
his knees hefore him. 

Mr. Buffon has been often heard to 
fay, that he would have a bad opinion 
of a young man whofe firft paffion 
had not been love, becaufe it is the 
firft effort of fenfibility which leads 
afterwards to objects of the greatelt 
importance. 

len of exalted genius have their 
foibles as well as others; and thefe 
are generally exaggerated by little 
minds, who, fenfible of their own in- 
fignificance, wifh to bring people of 
fuperior merit down to a level with 
themfelves. Buffon has been accufed 
of vanity, of being fond of praife, 
and of beftowing more time and _at- 
tention on drefs, particularly on his 
hair*, than was becoming a man 
of found fenfe, or a_philofopher. 
One trait, however, in his charaéter, 
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though it may be thoight by fone 
to favor too much of felf-love, dif- 
plays, at the fame time, in a Very fa- 
vorable point of view his filial affec- 
tion. One of his principles was, that 
children in general derive their moral 
and intellectual qualities from their 
mothers, Whenever he happened in 
company to mention this obfervation, 
he immediately applied it to himfelf, 
by making a handfome elogium on 
his mother, who was indeed a woman 
offeffed of much knowledge and good 
pate, and to whofe memory he was 
always happy to pay a juft tribute. 

At table he generally remained 
pretty long; and it was then, when 
at hiseafe, that he was heard with the 
greateft pleafure. T hofe who were 
in his company feldom quitted it 
without having remarked fome pro- 
found fentiment or happy expretlion 
which had dropped from him, 

His religious opinions were fuffi- 
ciently plain, though feveral attacks 
have been levelled at him, which 
ranked him among fome chara¢ters 
equally celebrated, who were fufpedt- 
ed of entertaining fentiments not very 
friendly to Chriftianity. Buffon 
viewed the world like a philofopher, 
and never wifhed to fhake that facred 
foundation upon which the hopes and 
tranquillity of mankind are founded, 
He had long lived in the clofeft inti- 
macy with Father Ignatius Bougault, 
a Capuchin, who refided in his 
neighbourhood. ‘Twice a week Fa- 
ther Ionatius ufed to dine with him, 
and Buffon, when in good health, 
ufed, in turn, to vifit his friend. In 
his Jaft illnefs, Father Ignatius went 
to Paris to fee him, and though he 
had then almoft loft the — of 
fpeech, the fight of his old friend re- 
vived him fo much that he was able 
toconverfe with him for fome time, 
The public teftimoay which he then 
rendered in favor of religion, is fut- 
ficient to fhelter his memory from 
any reproach, with regard to infide- 
lity. He died like a Chriftian philo- 


fopher ; and the fublime idea that the 


* We are told that he often had his hair dreffed three or four times a day, efpeciv 
ally iftt happened to be deranged by the wind. 


limited 




















this world will be brought to perfec- 
tion in the bright abodes of the next, 
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Aimited and imperfe& knowledge of 


was the laft objet upon which his at- 
tention was fixed. 


Qn tuz STATE or AGRICULTURE 1n CHINA, anv THB 


INDUSTRY oF 
BY MR, 


O* quitting the coafts of Co- 
chinchina, and failing to- 
wards China, which the Cochinchi- 
nefe, out of refpect, call the Kingdom 
of Great Light, evident figns of the 
induftry of this people may be per- 
ceived, even before you difcover the 
fand. The horizon appears like a fo- 
re with mafts; and the fea is cover- 
ed with an innumerable multitude of 
boats, which belong to fome thoufands 
of fifhermen, who feek food for an 
immenfe body of people. When you 
approach the aoai at the Tigris, you 
full find yourfelf in the midft of fither- 
men, who caft their nets every where 
around you; and when you advance 
up the river, towards Canton, it ap- 
_ peopled like the land. Both its 
anks are lined with veifels lying at 
anchor; a prodigious number of beats 
traverfe itin all direétions by the help 
of their oars and fails, and quickly dif- 
appear by entering canals, which in- 
terfeét and water beautiful plains thar 
xtend beyond the reach of fight. Ex- 
tenfive fields, covered with rich crops, 
in the middle of which neat villages 
arife, ornament the fore-part of this 
delightful fcene; and mountains, cut 
into terraces, form the back ground. 
When you arrive at Canton, new 


Objects engage your attention, The 


THe CHINESE, 
POIVRE.* 


noife, motion, and crowd encreafe; 
both the land and the water are cover- 
ed with people. Attonifhed at this 
multitude, ftrangers are naturally led 
to enquire the number of the inhabi- 
tants of this city and its fuburbs. Ac- 
cording to the beft accounts I was 
able to procure, Canton contains not 
lefs than eight hundred thoufand fouls, 
But my furprize was greatly increafed, 
when | was informed, that five leagues 
up the river, to the north of Canton, 
there is a village cailed Fochan, which 
contains a million of inhabitants ; and 
that all this vaft empire, which is 
about fix hundred leagues in extent 
from north to fouth, and as much from 
eaft to weft, is covered with an in£ni- 
tude of peoplet. 

By what art can the earth furnith 
food for fo numerous a population ? 
Do the Chinefe poffefs any fecretwhich, 
enables them to multiply their grain, 
and other provifions neceflary for the 
fubfiftence of man ?—-In order to clear 
up my doubts on this fubject, I travelled 
over the fields, and vifited the houfes 
of the farmers, who, in general, are 
eafy, polite, and affable. I carefully 
examined their operations, and I ob- 
ferved, that all their fecret conffts in 
manuring their land well; in tuning 
it up from a great depth at certain 


* This gentleman, who was formerlv Intendant of the I fle af France, and of Bourbon, 
fad a remarkable fondnefs for the arts and for agriculture. The colonies entrufted to 


his care, flourifhed greatiy under his management. He introduced into them 
bers of cattle of different kinds, which he procured from Madagafcar; natu 
fious trees in them, and,among others, the bread tree, together with thofe whict 










Ginnamon and autmegs. To great abilities Mr. Poivre united the trieft integrity; he 
was a itatefman, a judicious obferver, anda philofophical writer. He publifhed a Me- 
moir on the method of preparing and dying &lk; Remarks upon the hiftory and manner 
ef the Chinefe ; Obfervations on the arts of the nations of Afia and Afmca;a Difcourfe 


Nero to the inhabitants of the Ifles of Bourbon and of France; and left feveral 


anufcripts in the hands of the Academy of Lyons, of whichhe wasamember, Fora 
farther account of Mr, Poivre, fee the Literary Magazine for September lait, 

+ The population of China is indeed immenfe. Accordingto the beft accounts, it 
amounts to two hundred millions. Such of our readers, as are defirous of feeing this 


fubje& fully inveftigated, may confult The 


Abbé Grofier’s excellent werk, latcly pub- 


Hthed, capitied, 4 Gengral Defiription of China. 
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times; in fowing at a proper feafon; 
in cultivating every {pot, however 
fmall, which is capable of producing 
any thing; and in preferring the cul- 
tivation of grain to that of any other 
production of the earth, as it is the 
moft ufeful and neceffary. 

This fyitem of agriculture appears 
to be almoft the fame as that which is 
recommended in all works, either an- 
cient or modern, which have been 
written on that fubject ; it isknown to 
the loweft labourer: but what will 
aftonifh the moft expert Furopean far- 
mer is, that the Chinefe have no grafs 
fields, either natural or artificial, and 
that they are not acquainted with fal- 
Jow ground ; that is to fay, they never 
fuffer their land to reft. 

The Chinefe farmers would confi- 
der a meadow, or grafs field of any 
kind, as waite ground. All their land 
is fown with grain, and they always 
give the preference to fuch fields as we 
convert into meadows; which being 
lower, are confequently much more 
fertile, and eafier to be watered. They 
pretend, that a piece of land fown 
with grain, will produce as great a 
quantity of raw; for the nourifhment 
of their cattle, as it would have pro- 
duced of hay or grafs; and that, by 
their method, they gain all the produce 
of the grain for the fupport of the 

ople, except a fmail portion which 
they fhare with their cattle, in cafe 
they have anv fuperfluity. This is 
the fyitem of agriculture followed 
from one end of the empire to the 
other, ever fince the origin of their 
monarchy, by a people remarkably at- 
eached totheir own intereits, and which 
is confirmed by an experience of forty 
centuries. 

What renders this plan of agricul- 
tare mott fingular is, that the Chinefe 
never Jet their lands reft. ‘Thofe pa- 
triotic characters, who among us have 
been laboring for many years to revive 
this art, fo much negleGed, have al- 
ways canfidered the fowing of graf as 
the beft and fureft of all means to 
neurifh land, without hoping, how- 
ever, to abolith the practice of letting 
ground lie fallow. 
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This fyftem, which appears to be 
the moft plaufible of all thofe ever in- 
vented, aud that which feems to have 
been principally adopted by our far- 
mers, is, neverthelefs, contradi€ted. by 
the conftant experience of the greateft 
and moft ancient nation that ever cul- 
tivated the ftudy of agriculture, and 
who confider the cuftom of fowing 
grafs, and letting lands lie fallow, as 
as an abufe deftructive to abundance 
and population, which we muft indeed 
confefs to be the principal objetts of 
agriculture. 

A Chinefe farmer would fall a 
laughing, were he told that the earth 
has need of repofe at a certain fixed 
period ; and he would undoubtedly 
fay, did he read our ancient and mo- 
dern treatifes, and our wonderful {pe- 
culations upon agriculture, that we 
were very far from the truth. But 
what would he fay, were he to fee our 
commons, our wafte grounds, and one 
part of our land employed for the cul- 
tivationof ufelefs things, and the other 
badly tilled ; and if, in travelling 
through the country, he beheld the ex- 
treme mifery and poverty of thofe 
who cultivate it? The Chinefe land, 
in general, is not of a better quality 
than ours; fome of it, as in Europe, 
is good, fome bad, and fome inditter- 
ent; compofed, in fome places, of 
ftrong light earth, in fome of clay, 
and in others of fandy earth, confitt- 
ing chiefly of ftones and gravel, 

All thefe lands produce annually, 
even in the northern provinces, one 
or two crops, fometimes five in two 
years, in the fouthern, although they 
bave never been fuffered to reft for fe- 
veral thoufends of years fince they 
were firft cultivated. 

‘The Chinefe employ the fame eri | 
as we, in order to reftore to their Jan 
thofe falts, and that moifture, of which 
it is deprived by continual culture. 
They are acquainted with the proper- 
ties of marl; they ufe common {alt 
lime, afhes, the dung of animals, o 
wharever kind; and, above all, that 
which we throw into our rivers. They 
ufe alfo urine, which they preferve in 
ali their houfes with a wonderful care, 
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and which they difpofe of to great ad- 


‘vantage. In aword, every thing that 


has come from,the earth is carried back 
to it, whatever form it may have ac- 
quiréd, either by art or nature. 

When they cannot procure dung, 
they fupply that deficiency for a little 
time, by turning up the earth from a 

reat depth, with a fpade, which 
to the furface of the field a 
ftratum of new earth, impregnated 
with the moifture of that which is 
turned down in its place. 
. Thouglr they have no meadows, 
they breed great numbers of horfee, 
buffaloes, oxen, and other animals’ ne- 
ceflary for their fubfiftence, or to fup- 
ply them with dung. Some of thefe 
animals are fed with ftraw, and others 
with roots and grain of different kinds. 
‘They have fewer horfes and oxen, in 
»roportion, than we, and indeed they 
te lefs ufe for them. 

The whole country is interfeted by 
canals formed by the hands of men, 
and drawn from one river to another, 
which divide and water this valt em- 
pire, like a garden, in every part. 
All journeys almoft are made, and all 
goods tranfported by thefe canals, with 
greater eafe than by land, and at much 
lefs expence. 

The Chinefe are not accuftomed to 
draw their barges by horfes; they ufe 
only fails and oars, which they managé 
witha fingular ikilland dexterity, even 
in going againit the current. ‘They 
ufe animals for no purpofe for which 
men can be employed at a moderate 
price. The banks of their canals and 
rivers are therefore cultivated to the 
edge of the water; a fingle inch of 
land is not loft. The public highways 
are [ike our foot-paths; but canals, 
without doubt, are of more utilit 
than large roads. ‘They convey ferti- 
lity to their lands, and furnith the 
people with fih, which is the princi- 
pal part of their fubfiftence, There is 
no proportion between the load which 
a barge can carry, and that which may 
be conveyed in a carriage by land, 
and no proportion in the expences, 

The Chinele are ttill lef acquainted 
with the ude, or with the luxury of car- 


riages of any kind, fuch as we fee in 
the large cities of Europe. The horfes 
which are collected in our ¢apitals cons 
fume, or rather ufelefsly deftroy, the 
produce of thoufands of acres of our 
beft land, which, if cultivated and 
fowh with corn, might afford nourifh- 
ment and food to multitudes of poor, 
who are ftarving. ‘The Chinefe choofe 
rather to feed people than horfes. 

‘The Emperor, and magiftrates inci- 
ties, are carried’ by men with fafety 
and dignity; their gait is firm and 
noble; and they do no injury to thofe 
who goon foot. They travel in a kind 
of chair, equally magnificent, but moré 
commodious, much fafer, and lefs ex- 

nfive, than ours, 

I have faid that the Chinefe do not 
lofe an inch of land; they are therefor 
very far from turning the beit land into 
immenfe parks, forthe purpofe of keep- 
ing wild animals in them, at the ex- 
pence of humanity. The emperors, 
even thofe of the Tartar race, have 
never formed parks, and much lefs the 
great lords; oe is to fay, the ma- 
giftrates and literati; fuch an idea 
could never enter the head of a Chi 
nefe. Nothing is feen cultivated a+ 
round their country feats, and even 
their pleafure houfes, but things that 
are ufeful. Their principal beauty 
confifts in an agreeable fituation, pro- 
perly improved, where a happy imita- 
tion of the delightful irregularity of 
nature is obferved in the dilpofition of 
every part. 

The fides of rocky hills, which in 
fome countries in Europe would be 
converted into vineyards, are forced, 
by labour, to produce grain, The 
Chinefe are acquainted with the vine, 
and they cultivate a few arbours; but 
they confider the wine which they pro- 
duce, as a fuperfduous luxury; they 
would think they tranfgrefied againtt 
the rules of humanity, did they at- 
tempt, by cultivation, to procure en 
agreeable liovor, while for want of 
that grain which the ground planted 
with vines might have produced, fome 
of the lower clatles of people are in 
danger of perithing by famine. 

‘dheir mountaias, even the fteepeft 

and 
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and mof rugged, are, by art and in- 
duftry, han fit for cultivation. 
Around Canton, and every where 
throughout the empire, they are cut 
into terraces, and, at a diftance, re- 
femble immenfe pyramids, divided 
jnto feveral ftories, which feem to 
rife one above another to the clouds, 
Each of thefe terraces produces yearly 
a crop of fome kind of grain, often 
even rice, and what is very remark- 
able, is to fee the water of the river, 
canal, or fountain, which wafhes the 
bottom of the mountain, raifed from 
terrace to terrace to the very fummit, 
by means of a portable chain pump, 
which two men only carry and put in 
motion. 

The fea itfelf, that feems to threaten 
the folid mafs of the globe, which it 
furrounds, has been forced by perfe- 
verance and labor to, give up part of 
its hed to the Chinefe farmers. 

The two moft beautiful provinces 
of the empire, Nan-king and Tche- 
kiang, formerly covered with water, 
have been united to the continent for 
many centuries, by an art much fupe- 
rior to that which we admire in the 
modern works of the Dutch. 

The Chinefe had to ftruggle againft 
a fea, the natural motion of which, 
from eaft to weft, carries it continu- 
ally towards the coails of thefe two 
provinces, whilft Helland had to con- 
tend only again a fea, which, by the 
fame natural moticn, always recedes 
fentibly from its weftern fhores. 

The Chinefe are capable of fuftain- 
ing the greatelt labors ; I never faw 
any people in the world fo induftri- 
ous. Reaer day in the year is to 
thema day of work, exceptthe firit, 
which is fet apart for reciprocal vi- 
fits, and the lat confecrated to thofe 
ceremonies which they perform in ho- 
nor of their anceitors. 

An idle man would be treated with 
the mo fovereign contempt; he would 
be confidered as a difeafed limb, an 
ufelefs appendage to that body of 
which itisa part. The government 


would not fuffer fach a perfon to be 
in the country—very different in this 
refpett from other Afiatic ‘nations, 
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where thofe only are efteemed whip 
are able to live without following any 
kind of occupation. One of the ane 
cient Chinefe Emperors, when ex- 
horting the people publickly to in- 
duftry, told them, that if in any cor- 
ner of the empire there was a man 
who did not labor, there muft be ano- 
ther fome where who lived in mifery, 
and in want of the neceflaries of life. 
This wife maxim is imprinted in the 
mind of every Chinefe ; and he who 
utters a maxim of wifdom to this 
people, fo ready to liften to reafon, 
publithes a law. 

The bounds I have prefcribed to 
myfelf, will not permit me to enter 
into a detail of the Chinefe agricul- 
ture, Ifthall only obferve, that the 
Chinefe cultivate their lands fo well, 
that they are abundantly fufficient for 
all their wants, and furnifh encugh to 
maintain the moft populous nation in 
the world; fo that China nourithes it- 
hee and has even a great fuperfluity 
eft. 

After this obfervation, one may 
eafily perceive that there is no country 
in the world where agriculture flou- 
rifhes more than in China; but it is 
neither to the particular methods pur- 
fued by the farmers, nor to the forne 
of their plow, or their utenfils, that 
the Chinefe are indebted for this 
excellent cultivation, and for the 
great abundance which it produces. 

Thefe advantages they derive en- 
tirely from their government ; the 
firm and folid foundation of which, 
laid by reafon alone, is almoft coeval 
with the world; and to their laws, 
diated by nature to the earlief men, 
and preferved carefully from gene- 
ration to generation, fince the firft 
ages of mankind, in the united hearts 
of a numerous people, rather than in 
obfcure codes, formed by interefled 
and deceitful rulers. In a word, the 
Chinefe, for the profperity of their 
agriculture, are indebted to the fim- 
plicity of their manners, as well 
as to their laws, which are equal- 
ly confonant to nature and to reafon. 

The Chinefe empire was founded 
by tillers of the easth, in thofe happy 

times 
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times when the remembrance of the 
Creator’s laws being not entirely ef- 
faced, the cultivation of land was 
the employment of all, and confider- 
ed as the nobleft of purfuits, and as 
that which was moft worthy of man. 
Since Fo-hi, who was the firtt chief of 
this nation, fome hundred of years 
after the deluge, if we follow the 
feptuagint, and who, in that charac- 
ter, prefided over agriculture, all 
the Emperors, without exception, 
unti! the prefent time, have always 
boafted of being the firft tillers of the 
earth in the empire. 

The Chinefe hiftory has carefully 
preferved the remembrance of two of 
the ancient Emperors, who, finding 
none of their children worthy of the 
throne, upon which virtue alone is 
entitled to fit, appointed two huinble 
rufticks to fucceed them. Thefe ruf 
ticks procured happinefs to the empire 
during very long reigns, and their 
memory is ftill held in great venera- 
tion in China. Such examples as 
thefe undoubtedly do great honor to 
agriculture, and encourage the people 
to purfue it. 

‘The Chinefe nation has always been 
poverned like a family, of which the 
Caditris the father : his fubjects are 
his children, without any other dif- 
ference than that which is eftablifhed 
by merit and talents. ‘Thofe childith 
diftin&tions of man of quality and 
plebcian, are only to be found among 
new and barbarous nations, who, 
having forgotten the common origin, 
infult withont reflection, and defpife 
the whole human race but themfelves. 
Thofe,whofe governments are ancient, 
and who can trace back their duration 
to the firitages of the world, know 
that men are born all equal, all bro- 
thers, all noble: a word has not 
yet been introduced into their lan- 
guage, to exprefs that pretended dif- 
tinétion of birth. The Chinefe, who 
have preferved their annals fince the 
earlieft times, and who are all equaily 
the children of the Emperor, have 
never yet fufpected that there was 
any inequality of extraction amongft 
them, 


From this idea, that the Emperof 
is the father, and his fubje&ts the 
children, proceed all the focial and 
moral duties, all human virtues, the 
firm union of all their defires for the 
common good of the family, and 
confequently the love of labor, and 
above all, of agriculture, 

This art is honored, proteéted, 
and practifed by the Emperor, and 
by all the great magiftrates, who for 
the moft part are the fons of plain 
rafticks, raifed to the firft dienities of 
the empire accerding to confant cuf- 
tom by their merit only; laftly, by 
all the people who have the good 
fenfe to honor the mot ufeful of arts, 
that which nourifhes man. 

Every year, on the fifteenth day of 
the firt moon, which generally an- 
fwers to the beginning of our March, 
the Emperor in perion performs the 
ceremony of opening the earth. The 
monarch is tranfported with great 
pomp to the fpot deftined for this fo- 
lemnity ; the princes of _the imperial 
family, the prefidents of the five erand 
tribunals, and an infinite number of 
mandarins accompany him. Two 
fides of the field are lined with officers 
and guards ; the third is referved for 
all the labourers of the province, who 
repair thither in crowds to fee their 
profeffion honored by the head of 
the empire ; the fourth is occupied by 
the mandarins. ‘The Emperor enters 
the field alone, proftrates himfelf, and 
knocks his forehead nine times againit 
the earth, to honor the Tien, that ts to 
fay, the God of Heaven; he then 
pronounces aloud a preyer, drawn up 
by the tribunal of rites, to invoke the 
benediction of the Great Mafter who 
prefides over his labor, and over that 
of his people, who are lus family.— 
Te then facrifices an ox to the Tiex, 
as the author of all good, and when 
this ceremony is finifhed, a plough is 
brought drawn by a couple of oxen, 
and ornamented with great magnifies 
cence. The prince throws aftde his im. 
perial habits, lays hold of the plough, 
and opens feveral furrows from one 
end of the ficld to the other ; after,, 
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which, with an eafy air, he commits 
the plough to the principal manda- 
rins, whoeach do the fame in turn. 
‘The ceremony concludes by diftri- 
buting pieces of ftuff to the labourers, 
who are prefent, the moft expert of 
whom finifh the tillage of the field, 
with addrefs and expedition, before 
the eyes of the Emperor. . The fame 
ceremony is performed on the fame 
day in all the provinces of the empire 
by. the viceroys,. affited by all the 
magiftrates of their department, and 
always in the prefence of a great num- 
ber of the labourers of the province. 
I faw this opening ‘of the earth at 
Canton, and I never remember to 
have beheld any ceremony invented 
by men with fo much pleafure and 
fatisfacion.* 

There are ftill. other encourage- 
ments piven to agriculture in China; 
every year the Viceroy of each pro- 
yince fends to court the names of 
thofe farmers who have diftinguifhed 
themfelves moft by their tillage, either 
in bringing into a ftate of cultivation 

round confidered as barren, or in me- 
erent land which has beea before 
cultivated. 

All thefe names are prefented to the 
Emperor, who grants to the different 
farmers honorary titles, to diftinguith 
them from the reft. If a farmer has 
made any important difcovery, which 
may tend to promote the good of 
agriculture in general, or if he has 
merited a more particular mark of 
honor than others, the Emperor invites 
him to Pe-king ; he travelsat the public 
expence, and in amagnificent manner; 
is admitted into the palace, and in- 
terrogated with refpect to his talents, 
his age, the number of his children, 
and the extent and quality of his lands, 
He then receives every mark of kind- 
nefs from the monarch, and is fent 
back to his farm with an honorable 
title. 

The attention of the Chinefe go- 
vernment is in general direéted to 
agriculture. ‘The principal care of 
the father of a family ought to be to 


* For a more particular account of this 


already meutioucd, vol, ii, page 120, 6 feq. 


provide for the fubfiftence of his chil. 
dren. ‘The ftate of the country there- 
fore, is the grand objeét of the care 
and attention of the magiftrates, and 
it may readily be fuppofed, that a 
government fo difpofed, will not neg- 
Ie& to fecure to the hufbandman 
poffeffian, liberty, and eafe, which 
are the foundation of good agricul- 
ture. 

The Chinefe enjoy in full liberty 
their private poffeffions, as well as 
thofe which not being divifible by 
natare, belong to all; iuch as the fea, 
rivers, canals, the fifh which they 
contain, and wild animals; naviga- 
tion, ffhing and hunting are therefore 
free. He who buys a field, or receives 
it as an inheritance from his father, 
is fole lord and mafer of it. All 
land is free, as well as the people, 
confeguently there are no fervices, no 
burdens, none of thofe interefted 
charaéters who rejoice in public ea- 
lamities, and none of thofe men whofe 
deftructive profeflion had its birth, 
during the delirium of the feudal fy- 
ftem, who foment a thoufand law- 
fuits, which drag the induftrious far- 
mer from his plough, to a court of 
juftice to defend his rights, while he 
lofes his time, which is of fo much 
importance for procuring food and 
nourifhment to man. In fhort, there 
is no other lord, no other tax-gatherer 
but the Emperor, the common father 
of the empire. ‘The bonzes, who are 
accuftomed to receive the alms of a 
charitable people, would be very ill 
received fhould they pretend that they 
had a right from Heaven to receive 
them. 

The only tax impofed upon the 
Chinefe land, is a tythe, which is 
paid in kind; no other tribute has 
been known in China fince the foun- 
dation of the empire, and happily the 
refpet of the Chinefe for ancient 
ufages is fo great, that no Emperor 


will ever think of encreafing it, nos, 


will his fubje¢ts ever fear an augmen- 
tation. ‘This impoft is not exattly 
a tenth part of the produce, it is re- 
gulated according to the nature of the 


ceremony, fee tac Abbe Grofier’s Wark 
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laid, in bad foil it is only a thirtieth 
part. 

This tribute is paid with the more 
readinefs, as the people are informed 
of zhe purpofes for which it is def- 
tined. ‘They know that part of this 
tythe is depofited in immenfe ma- 
gazines, di - age throughout all the 
provinces of the empire, and referved 
for the fubfiftence of the magiftrates 
and foldiers, and that-in cafes of fa- 


mine or fcarcity, they are opened to 
relieve their wants. ‘They know alfo, 
that the other part of this tythe is 
fold in the public markets, and the 
produce of it conveyed with great 
fidelity to the treafures of the empire, 
which are entrufted to the care of a 
tribunal called Hou-pou, and to be 
opened only for the common wants of 
the family. 


SOME PARTICULARS respectinc THe» MANNERS anv CUS- 
TOMS or tHe RUSSIAN PEASANTS. 


HE Ruffian gentlemen have al- 
moft adopted the fame/manner 
of living as that of the other nations 
of Europe. ‘The citizens being, for 
the mott part, flaves who have been 
made free, retain, in a great mea- 
fure, the manners of their primitive 
ftate, and are very few in number. 
It is amongft the peafants, therefore, 
that we muft look for the true national 
charaéter of the Ruflians. Some of 
them are flaves of the crown, and the 
reft, who form the greater number, 
fre flaves to the great lords, who 
have every power over them, except 
that of life and death. ‘The Ruffian 
peafants were originally free ; but 
about the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, they were made part of every 
éftate, in order to prevent emigration, 
Since that period a cuftom has pre- 
vailed of treating them entirely as 
ferfs, of felling and buying them, and 
of transferring them as property in 
any other manner. Their yoke, how- 
ever, is much eafier than that of the 
peafants of Livonia, becaufe the Li- 
fonian — confider theirs as 
a by conqueft, while the Ruf-’ 
an peafants have the fame origin as 
their mafters, 


The ordinary food of the Ruffian- 


peafants, befides bread, is the /chs- 
Uchi, thatis to fay, a kind, of foup 
made of cabbage, rendered four by 
fermentation, and hafhed very fimall : 
this foup is, for the moft part, accom- 
anied with a piece of boiled meat. 
Benes a fort of four 


yellowith fmall beer, which they brew 
themfelves in large earthen paus. 
Their drefs confifts of a thirt, always 
very neat, which hangs-over their 
breeches, alinen frock, a furtout fhaped 
like their frock, and made of coarfe 
woollen cloth; the whole defcendsaslow 
as their knees, and is faftened to the bo- 
dy witha girdle. In winter, inftead of 
a furtout, they wear acloak of fheep’s 
fkin, their heads are bare in fummer, 
and in winter covered with a cap. 

They wear no covering to their 
necks either winteror fummer ; their 
legs are wrapt up in bandages of cloth ; 
but they ufe thoes, or rather a kind of 
flippers, made of the rind of trees, 
cut into flips, which are interwoven 
together. ‘The women are drefled al- 
mott in the fame manner as the men ; 
but their exterior garments are loofe, 
and not faftened with a girdle ; they 
are alfo very long, and reach down ta 
their feet. 

Their wooden huts have all a per- 
fe% refemblance one to another. 
They are built in villages, bordering 
the highway, are placed parallel to 
it, and are covered with boards. No- 
thing is feen but a wall formed of 

lanks, having two or three holes in 
it, which ferve as windows. Thefe 
windows are only large enough for one 
to put the head throughthem. They are 
feldom filled with fquares of glafsi; 
but in the infide there is a piece of 
wood to fhut them during the night, or 
in the time of bad weather. On one 
fide of the hut is afmall gate, which 
3G condutts 
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conduéts to a yard, the greater part 
of which is covered with wooden 
lanks, to fhelter their carts, hay, &c. 

see the yard you enter the houfe 
by a back-door, to which you go up 
by a few fteps, and when you have 
opened the door, you find in the firit 
corner, towards the right hand, a 
ftove conttruéted of bricks, which 
ferves them for culinary purpofes, and 
to warm the apartment. Around the 
ftove, and on a level with its top, 
runs a circular projection upon which 
the family fleep, and take a forenoon 
nap, as well as on the ftove itfelf, how- 
ever warm it may be; for they are 
remarkably fond of exceflive heat. 
In the corner oppofite to the ftove, in 
a diagonal direétion, that is to fay, 
in the corner on the left, ftands a {mall 
wooden fhelf, at about the height of 
a man, containing a few images of 
their faints, ranged in order, and 
furrounded by fmall wax candles or 
tamps, which are lighted on certain 
feftivals; the drapery of thefe faints 
is emboffed, and formed of tin plate 
or of copper, gilt; but the vifage, 
the hands, the feet, and in. general 
all the naked parts, are only painted. 
The Ruffians pretend that they are au- 
thorifed to have painted images, but 
none of carved work, becaufe the 
commandment fays, ‘* Thou fhalt 
* not make unto thee any gra- 
** ven image.” All around the hut 
is a large wooden bench, made for 
fitting or fleeping upon. Nearer the 
door than the faints, and to the 
left as you enter, there is a long table, 
formed of two beards, joined to- 
gether lengthwife, and before it, on 
one fide, the bench already mention- 
ed, and on the other a portable-bench 
much narrower.. ‘The reft of the fur- 
niture confifis of a wooden bafon, 
fufpended from the roof, on one fide 
of the ftove, in order to wafh their 
hands whenever cleanlinefs requires 
it; a wooden platter,two or three wood- 
en difhes, and a few wooden fpoons, 
As the hut forms only one apart- 
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the earth, on the bench, or on thé 
top of the ftove, the mafter of the 
houfe, the miftrefs, the children, and 
fervants, both male ‘nd ‘female, and 
all without any fcandal. In fome 
huts, however, there is a particular 
comer for the mafter and miftrefs, 
but it is feparated from the reft only 
by 2 curtain, fufpended from a pole 
placed in an horizontal direétion. 
Thefe huts have no chimneys ; the 
fmoke, therefore, renders them ex- 
ceedingly black in the infide. If 
they are entered at the time when the 
miftrefs of the family is preparing din- 
ner, the fmoke and the fmell of the 
onions, which they ufe in all their 
difhes, do not fail to make thofe fick 
who are not accuftomed to them 
When the fmoke becomes too pow 
erful to be refifted, they open a {mall 
wicket, which is a little higher than 
the window, in order to give it vent} 
but thefe peafants do this with reluc- 
tance, as they fear that part of the 
heat may efcape at the fame time; 
they are fond of being, as it were, 
roafted in their huts. 

Thefe peafants fupply all theis 
own wants; they make their own 
fhoes, benches, tables, wooden difhes, 
and conftruct their own ftoves and 
huts. The females alfo weave a kind of 
cloth, which refembles a very broad 
ribband : they have occafion, there- 
fore, to buy only a little woollen 
cleth or fheeps fkins to cover them ; 
their girdles, which they confider as 
objets of great luxury, and the iron 
they employ for their implements of 
hufbandry. 

The Ruffian peafants are temperate 
in eating, but not in drinking : they 
are extremely fond of ftrong liquors, 
aud often get intoxicated, efpecially 
on their feftivals. They think they 
would not fhew their refpeét for their 
faints, did they not honor them by 
getting drunk; and they have a word 
to exprefs the ftate in which one finds 
one’s felf next day. They call this 
ftate, between health and ficknefs, 


ment, all mix together without any /pok/imelie ; the women are addi¢ted to 
diftinGtion: one may fee Aceping on 





drinking as well as the men, * They 
cannot 

















cannot be accufed of lazinefs; but 
they confider labor as a neceflary 
evil, and never execute ‘any piece of 
work thoroughly, contenting them- 
felves with finifhing it in a very im- 
rfeét manner ; for this reafon, there- 
ore, they fcratch _ ground, in- 
ftead of tilling it. They are fond of 
keeping their perfons neat : however 
dirty their upper garments may be, 
their fhirts are always clean: they 
have warm or vaporated baths, into 
which the men and women, boys and 
girls, without diftin¢tion, plunge 
themfelves two or three times a week. 
Anorder has lately been made, for- 
bidding different fexes to mix toge- 
ther promifcuoufly in thefe baths ; 
but this order is very little obferved. 

They marry when very young, and 
often even at the command of their 
matters. Paternal authority among 
them is very great, and it continues 
during the lives of their children; a 
father may give a blow with a flick to 
his fon, of whatever age or condition 
he may be. We are told, that an 
old peafant having gone to vifit his 
fon, who had made a fortune in the 
army, and who enjoyed a confidera- 
ble rank, the fatter was fo proud of 
his promotion, that he ordered his 
dometticks to fend the old man about 
his bufinefs. The father, however, 
having found means to enter the 
houfe when none of the fervants were 
in the way, took alarge cudgel, and 
gave hisfon a found beating; nor did 
the fon, fo powerful was parental au- 
thority, dare to defend himfelf, or 
-to call out for affiftance. 

The people in Ruffia are very hof- 
pitable. A Ruffian peafant, when on 
a journey, enters whatever houfe he 
choofes, makes the fign of the crofs be- 
fore an image, falutes the company, 
and lays down his knapfack without 
any ceremony. If he finds the family 
at table, he fays bread and falt, upon 
-which the matter of the houfe replies, 
eat my bread, and the ftranger imme- 
diately places himfelf among. the com- 
pany. if he happens to arrive when 
the people are not at meals, he fits 
dowa among the- reft without any 
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formality at the proper time. If ig 
be in the evening, he fleeps in the 
hut, andthe next morning departs ve- 
ry early without faying a word: if 
the family are up, he fays, I thank you 
for bread and falt. A ftranger who is 
travelling, meets with almott the fame 
hofpitality, if he can be fatisfied with 
the ufual fare of thefe peafants ; if he 
cannot, he muft pay the full priee for 
every thing extraordinary ; he pays 
alfo for the hay which his horfes have 
eat; but the price is always mo- 
derate. 

Whatever little money thefe pea- 
fants acquire, they place it behind 
their images, and commit it to their 
care. Robbery is never heard of 
among them, although the doors of 
their-huts are always open, and often 
left without any perfonto guard them. 
However difinterefied the Ruflians 
may be naturally, they foon become 
fond of money, efpecially when they 
begin to trade ; they have thena per- 
fect refemblance to the Jews; they are 
as exorbitant in the prices which they 
afk, and equally ready to take every 
advantage; but at the fame time, 
they are equally difpofed to fell, with 
a {mall profit, when they cannot get 
rid of their goods in any other man- 
ner. 

Thefe peafants are not fullen, like 
thofe of Germany ; they fpeak much, 
are very polite, and even fumetimes 
toexcefs. “Fheir mode of faluting is 
by fhaking one another by the: hand, 
and by bowing. Their equals they 
call brothers, and their fuperiors they 
call fathers. Refore their iords, and 
before thofe from whom they afk a 
favor, they proftrate themfelves, that 
is to fay, ftretch themfelves out at 
their length on the ground. Thefe 
Ruflians have very littl ambition. 
If you fpeak to them with mildnefs, 
you may obtain from them whatever 
you defire’; and they will not be of- 
fended when you call them knaves 
and cheats, and even much worfe. 
They are very honeft ; but when they 
ceafe to be fo, one cannot ufe too 
much precaution not to be a dupe to 
their promifes. Their minds receive 
3Ga very 
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very little cultivation, for they can 
neither read nor write; all their learn- 
ing confifts in a few proverbs, which 
they tranfmit from fath€r to fon. 
They are fond of vocal mufick, and 
are always finging. The Jabourer 
fings behind his plow, the coachman 
on his box, and the carpenter on the 
roof of the hut where he is at work ; 
their fongs are generally upon love, 
and their mufic is very monotonous. 

The religion of the Rufiians is that 
of the Greek church; that of thefe 
peafants confifts in going to: hear 
mafs, in proftrating themfelves even- 
ing and morning before their images, 
faying - gho/pedi pomiloui, Lord have 
pity upon me! in making the fign of 
the crofs before and after meals, or 
when paffing a church, and laftly, in 
obferving Lent, 

This laft article is abfolutely indif- 
penfible; a Ruffian peafant is firmly 
perfuaded that God would fooner 
pardon murder than a violation of 
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Lent.. Their priefts are equally ignow 
rant as themtelves; all their learning 
confifts in knowing their ritual pretty 
well, and in being able to give a be- 
nediétion, even in the ftreets, to thofe 
who afk it, gratis, or for the value of 
a penny, or a halfpenny. 

One village has fometimes more 
than one church, and churches are in 
general very numerous in Ruflia, be- 
caufe it is a work of great merit to 
found one. ‘The ringing of bells 
is here almoft continual, as it is 
thought to be a part of religious fer- 
vice. Befides churches, one finds on 
the highways {mall chapels, images 
covered by little wooden houfes, and 
fprings of water accounted facred or 
miraculous, which have generally {mall 
——— in their neighbourhood. ‘The 
prefent Emprefs has formed a plan for 
ponaly inftru¢ting thefe people, by 
ending fchoolmafters among them, 
and priefts, to enlarge their i with 
refpect to religion. 


A RELATION or rue CIRCUMSTANCES arrenpine tHe EXE. 


BY THE REV. 





HE execution of the Marquis 
of Monaldefchi, equerry to 
Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, in the 

lery des Cerfs, in the palace of 
‘ountainbleau, by order of that prin- 
cefs, afforded an opportunity to many 
writers of difputing whether fove- 
reigns, when in the territories of an- 
other, have a right to punifh their 
dometticks by their own authority. 
‘Though the refpeé which France al- 

, ways had for the alliance of Sweden, 
prevented this difpute from being car- 
ried to any great length, the filence of 
the king upon that occafion, feems to 
have fhewn that royalty is an indelible 
chara¢ter ; .that its power and autho- 
rity always accompany thofe who are 
invefted-with it; and that, in whatever 
place they.may be, they preferve the 


CUTION or rut MARQUIS or MONALDESCHI.* 


FATHER LE BEL, HIS CONFESSOR. 





right of fovereignty over.their own 
fervants and attendants. 

However, as I do not propofe to in- 
veftigate this queftion, nor pretend to 
form a decifive opinion upon it, I thal} 
content myfelf with giving a faithful 
relation of all the circumftances which 
accompanied that event, and leave my 
readers at liberty to judge for them- 
felves. 

On the 6th of November, 1657, at 
a quarter after nine in the morning, 
the Queen of Sweden, who was then 
at Fontainbleau, fent one of her do- 
mefticks to inform me, that fhe defired 
to fpeak with me, in cafe I was fuperior 
of the convent; I replied, that I was; 
and that I would immediately accom- 
pany him, in obedience to her Swedith 
majefty’s commands, 


* This relation is taken from a {mall work, npw become fcarce, entitled Recueil 
de Picces curteufes fervani al’ Hifoire, printed at Cologn in 1664. 
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Having followed the domeftick to 
the anti-chamber, I was ordered to re- 
amain there a few moments ; at the ex- 
piration of which, the fervant return- 
ed, and introduced me into her ma- 
jefty’s apartment. I found her alone; 
and, having paid my refpects, begged 
to know what her majefty required of 
her humble fervant. Upon this, fhe 
ordered me to follow her, that we 
might be at more liberty to converfe. 
Having entered the gallery des Cerfs, 
fhe afked me if the had never before 
fpoken to me. I replied, that I once 
had the honor.of paying my refpects 
to her, and that fhe had been fo good 
as to thank me, but that nothing elfe 
thad then paffed between us, ‘The 
queen then told me, that I wore a drefs 
which induced hey to confide in me; 
and fhe made me promife, folemnly, 
that I would obferve the moft inviola- 
ble fecrecy, with regard to what fhe 
was going todifclofe, I told her ma- 
jefty, that, in matters of fecrecy, I was 
always blind and dumb; and that be- 
ing fo in affairs which concerned peo- 
ple of ordinary rank, I ought to be 
much more fo in thofe which con- 
cerned a princefs like her; adding, 
what the ok met fays, Sacramentum 
regis abjcondere bonum ¢ft. 

After this requeft, the deltvered to 
me a packet of papers, fealed in three 
places, without any i ig and 
ordered me to. return it to her in the 

refence of whomfoever fhe fhould afk 
it from me; which I promifed to do. 
Having then cautioned me to obferve 
well the time, the day, the hour, and 
the place, in which I had received 
that packet, I took my leave of her ma- 
jefty, and left her in the gallery. 

On Saturday, the roth of the fame 
month, about one in the afternoon, the 
Queen of Sweden again fent a fervant 
to acquaint me, that her majefty de- 
fired to fee me, I went into my clofet, 
took out the packet which the had 
committed to my charge, thinking fhe 
then wifhed me to return it; and hav- 
ing followed the domeftick, was in- 
troduced into the fame gallery in which 
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I had been before. As foon as we had 
entered it, the fervant fhut the door 
with fo much hafte and violence, that 
I was quite aftonifhed; but, perceiving 
the queen in the middle of the gallery, 
converfing with one of her fuite, whom 
they called the Marquis, and whom I 
found afterwards he the Marquis of 
Monaldefchi, I approached the prin- 
cefs, after having made my wot cen] 

She afked me in a pretty loud tone 
of voice, in the prefence of the mar- 
quis, and three oes perfons who were 
there, for the packet which fhe had 
put into my hands. ‘Two of the three 
were at the diftance of fonr paces from 
her majefty, and the third * ftood clofer 
to her. She then addrefied me as fol- 
lows: ‘* Father, give me the packet 
** which I committed to your charge 
“« fome time ago.” I ante to- 
wards her, and prefented it. Her ma- 
jelty having received it, and looked at 
it for fome time, opened it, and took 
out the letters and papess which it 
contained. She then ordered them to 
be fhewn and read to the marquis; afk- 
ing him, in a ftern maaner, if he knew 
them. The marquis grew pale, and 
replied in the negative; upon which 
the queen faid, ‘* Will you not ac- 
** knowledge your own letters and 
** writing ?” 

As they were only copies which the 
queen herfelf had tranfcribed, fhe left 
the marquis to perufe them for fome 
time, and then pulling out the origi- 
nals, which fhe fhewed him, calling 
him traitor, fhe made him acknowledge 
both the writing and the fignature, 
She interrogated him feveral times ; 
but the marquis endeavoured to excul+ 
pate himfelf, by making the beft .an- 
fwers he could, and throwing the blame 
upon different perfons, At length, he 
fell on his knees before the queen, and 
begged her pardon, while the three 
perfons who were prefent drew their 
fwords, He then rofe up, took the 
queen afide, fometimes to one part of 
the gallery, fometimes to another, al- 
ways begging her ‘to fuffer him to 
fpeak, and to hear his excufes, Her 


*A Captain of her Guards 





majetty 











majefty never refufed his requeft, and 
heard him with great compofure, with- 
out ever teftifying the leaft impatience, 
or fhewing the {malleft fign of paffion. 
However, when he was prefling her 


_ much to hear him, ** Father,” faid 


fhe, turning towards me, and approach 

ing the marquis, while the leaned up- 
on a fimall ebony ftick headed with 
ivory, “I call you to witnefs, that I 
** grant this traitor every indulgence, 
¢¢ and allow him whatever time he de- 
** fires, and more than he has a title to 
** expect, from one whom he has fo 
* much offended.” 

The marquis, being preffed by the 
queen, delivered to her fome papers, 
and a fmall bunch of keys, which he 
took from his pocket, and from which 
there dropt two or three fmall pieces 


‘of filver. In thort, after a conference 


of an hour, not being able ta con- 
vince the queen by his arguments, her 
majeity approached me, and faid in a 
firm, but grave and moderate tone of 
voice, ‘1 fhall retire and leave this 


‘“ man with you; prepare him for 


*¢ death, and take care of his foul.” 
Had this fentence been pronounced 
againit myfelf, I could not have been 


‘more terrified. Upon hearing thefe 


dreadful words, the marquis fell upon 
his knees; I did the fame, and while 
Iwas imploring pardon for the un- 
happy victim of her fury, fhe told 
me fhe could not grant my requeft. 
** This traitor,” faid fhe, ** is more 
** culpable than many wretches who 
s* fuffer on the wheel. He knew that 
* T communicated to him as to a faith- 
«* ful fubje@, my moft important af- 
** fairs, and my fecret thoughts. I 
«* might befides reproach him, but I 
«¢ will not, with all thé kindnefs I 
¢ have fhewn towards him, and which 


“4 exceeded what I could have done 


** for a brother, having always con- 
«¢ fidered him as fuch: 1 fhall; leave 
«‘ him, therefore, to the ftings of his 
** own guilty confcience; let thefe be 
*¢ his tormentor.” 

After thefe words, her majefty re- 
tired, leaving me with the marquis 
and the three perfons, who had their 
{words ftill drawn far the purpofe of 
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executing the commands of their 
miftrefs. 
After the queen had gone out, the 
marquis threw himfelf at my feet, and 
earneftly befeeched me to go to her 
Majefty, and endeavour to obtain his 
pardean. ‘Thefe three men, however, 
urged him to confefs, holding the 
points of their fwords towards his 
fides, without touching him; while 
I, with tears in my eyes, exhorted 
him to afk forgivenefs of God. One 
of the three perfons prefent, who ap- 
ared to be the chief, then went out, 
in order to try if he could move her 
majefty’s pity, and prevail upon her 
to pardon the unhappy marquis ; but 
he foon returned with the difmal 
tidings, that his miftrefs had ordered us 
to difpatch him ; adding, * Marquis, 
** think onGod andyour foul—you 
«* muft die.” 
On hearing thefe words, the mar- 
quis, like one frantic, again threw 
‘himfelf at my feet, conjuring me to 
go to the queen, and make another 
“ey to procure his pardon, which 
id. 
Having found the queen alone in 
her apartment, with a ferene counte- 
nance, and without any emotion, I 
approached her ; and throwing myfelf 
on my knees, befeeched her, with 
many tears and fighs, by the blood 
and fufferings of Jefus Chrift, to have 
pity on the unfortunate marquis. My 
entreaties were, however vain: fhe 
told me fhe was forry the could 
not grant my requeft; that after the 
cruel and perfidious treatment which 
fhe had met with from the marquis, 
he could hope for no remiflion of his 
punifhment, nor for any favors; and 
that many had been condemned to the 
wheel, who had not been half fo cul- 
able. 
i Finding that I could make no im- 
preflion on the mind of the queen by 
my prayers, I took the liberty of re- 
prefenting to her, that fhe was in the 
palace of the king of France; that the 
ought to be cautious in what fhe was 

ving to do, and to confider whether 
it might not give offence to the king : 


upon which ker majelty replied, that 
fee 
































































the had a right to punifh. her own fer- 
vant; that juftice required it; that 
fhe took God to witnefs fhe enter- 
tained no malice againft the perfon of 
the marquis; that fhe had laid afide 
all hatred, and confidered only his 
cfime, and his treafon, which were 
unparalleled, and which concerned the 

wblic ; that befides this, fhe was not 
in the palace of the king of France 
like a captive, or a princefs who had 
fled for refuge ; that fhe was miftrefs 
of her own will to punifh her domef- 
tics in all places and at all times, and 
that fhe was accountable for her ac- 
tions to God only ; adding, that what 
fhe did was net without example. 

I replied that there was fome diffe- 
rence, and that if kings had done fuch 
things, they had been in their own 
dominions, and not in the territories 
of another. 

Thad no fooner fpoken thefe words, 
than I repented of my rafhnefs, fear- 
ing I-had carried matters too far, I 
however ventured to add, ‘‘ Madam, 
** by che honor and efteem which you 
*‘ have acquired in France, by the 
** hopes which the French nation have 
** in your negociation,” I humbly beg 
** your majelty to abftain from this 
“‘feverity, though with refpect to 
“© your majefty it may be juitice, left 
** it be confidered by the world as a 
** cruel and precipitate ation. Rather 
** thew your generofity and clemency 
“to the unfortunate marquis; or at 
€* leat put him into the hands of juf- 
** tice, and Jet him be tried according 
**to the forms of law. From fuch 
* conduct you will derive much fa- 
** tisfaction; and you will preferve, 
** Madam, by thefe means, the ap- 
** pellation of admirable, which you 
«© have acquired by your actions among 
** all men.” 

** What, father,” faid the queen, 
«© fhall I, who ought to poffefs the 
** power of ad minittering juftice, and 
** of commanding my fubjetts, fuifer 
** myfelf to be importuned for the 
** pardon of a Ah: atte domeftick, 


a 
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** while I have proofs of his crime 
** and perfidy, written and figned by; 
** his own hand? No, no, father, I 
“« will let the king know Sf ite Re- 
** turn and take care of his foul, [ 
**‘cannot, in confcience, grant what 
“© you require.” 

When fhe had finifhed thefe words, 
fhe bid me retire; I could however 
perceive by the change of her voice, 
when fhe sieetianeak the laft words, 
that if her Majetty could have delayed 
the affair, and changed the place, that 
fhe would have i done ‘it 5 
but fhe had advanced too far to alter 
her refolution, as the Marquis mighs 
efcape, which would have expofed hes 
life to danger. : 

In this extremity I neither knew 
what to fay, nor what courfe to purfue, 
I could not get out; and had I even 
been at liberty to depart, I found my- 
felf ftrongly inclined, from principle, 
to affift the Marquis, and to prepare 
him for the awful moment of death, 

I returned therefore to the gallery, 
and embraced the unhappy Marquis, 
who was bathed in tears. I exhorted 
him in the beft manner I could, and in 
the moft moving terms, to be recon- 
ciled to his fate, to think of his con- 
fcience, as no hopes were now left him 
of life ; and that, as he fuffered for the 
fake of juftice, he ought to put his 
truft in God alone, who would not 
fail to afford him confolation. 

After having fent forth two or three 
loud cries, the Marquis threw him- 
felf at my feet, while I was fitting, 
and began his confeffion ; but after he 
had proceeded for fome time, he fud- 
denly rofe up, and again began his 
lamentations. I prevailed on him to 
continue his confeffion, which he 
finifhed in Latin, French, or Italian, 
according as he could beft explain 
himfelf in either, being then very 
much agitated. 

While I was interrogating him re- 
fpecting a doubtful point, the Queen’s 
almoner arrived, whom the Marquis 
no fooner perceived, than he ran to- 


* France at that time carried on a war again(t Spain, and the Freach had great 
hopes in the mediation of the Queen of Sweden, 
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wards him, without waiting for abfo- 


lution, ftill hoping that he might re-- 


ceive a pardon. 

They talked together privately a 
Jong time, in a retired corner of the 
ery, holding each other by the 

and. When their conference was 
ended, the almoner went out, and 
carried with him the principal -perfon 
of thofe three who had orders to put 
him to death. Some moments after, 
the almoner having remained without, 
the other returned alone, and addref- 
fing himfelf to the Marquis, faid, 
«* Af pardon of God—You mutt 
#* die—Have you confefled ?”? When 
he had fpoken thefe words, he pufhed 
him towards the wall at the end of 
the gallery, where there is a painting 
of Saint Germain; and though I at- 
tempted to turn afide from this difmal 
fcene, I could not help feeing that he 
made a thruft at the right fide of his 
breaft, which the Marquis endeavour- 
ed to avoid, by grafping the fword 
with his right hand; but his execu- 
tioner drawing it towards him, cut 
three of his fingers, while the fword 
remained bent. Upon this the other 
cried out, that he had got armour be- 
low his clothes, which indeed was the 
cafe; he had a coat of mail, that 
weighed nine or ten pounds. His 
executioner therefore made a blow at 
his face, after which the Marquis ex- 
claimed, father! father! 

I approached towards him, and the 
reft retired a little on one fide. The 
Marquis, with one knee on the floor, 
begged pardon of God, and confefled 
a few things to me, for which I gave 
him abfolution, exhorting him to fub- 
mit to his fate with refignation, and 
to forgive thofe who put him to death. 
He thea threw himfelf upon the floor, 
and as he fell, one of the three per- 
fons who were prefent, gave him a 
fevere blow upon the top of the head, 
‘which frafitured his fkull. 

The Marquis being now upon his 
belly, made figns to them to cut his 
throat, and the fame perfon gave him 
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two or three cuts acrofs the neck; 
which did not do him much injury, 
on account of the coat of mail, which 
rofe pretty high, and broke the force 
of the blows. However, I exhorted 
him to remember God, and to endure 
with patience for the remiflion of his 
fins. The principal of the three hav- 
ing upon this afked me, if he fhould 
not finifh, I pufhed him rudely away, 
telling him, that I had no advice to 

ive him upon the fubject, and that I 
Bathe the life of the Marquis, and 
not his death. He then begged par- 
don, and confeffled he had done wrong 
ig afking a queftion of that kind. 

After this converfation, the poor 
Marquis, who had revived a little, and 
was only waiting fur the finifhing 
blow, hearing fome one open the 
door, refumed his courage, and per- 
ceiving the Almoner enter, dragged 
himfelf along as well as he was able, 
by refting againft the wainfcot of the 

llery, and requefted permiffion to 
peak to him. The Almoner then 

fled on the left of the Marquis, I 
lites on his right, and the Marquis, 
turning towards him, with his hands 
elafped together, {poke pore | in 
a low tone of yoice, as if confeffing ; 
after which the Almoner faid, “* Atk 
«« pardon of God ;” and, after hav- 
ing requefted my permiffion, gave him 
abfolution. He then ordered me to 
remain with the Marquis until he 
fhould return to the Queen. 

At the fame inftant, the perfon 
who had made a blow at the neck 
of the Marquis, and who was near the” 
Almoner on his left, run him through 
the neck with a long narrow fword, 
upon which the Marquis fell on ‘his 
left fide, and never more fpoke ; but 
he continued to breathe for a quarter 
of an hour, during which I exhorted 
him in thé beft manner I poffibly could, 
and thus having loft-a great deal of 
blood, he expired at three quarters. 
paft three in he afiernoon*. : 

I repeated the pfalm de profundis, 
together with a prayer, and then the 


* The penicthment of this yahappy man muff, therc‘ore, have continued almoft 
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principal of the three perfons who her, upon which fhe exclaimed, What! 
were prefent, moved one of his arms doft thou ftill breathe. And that the 
and a leg, after which they unbut- dffaffins having performed their bufi- 


toned his clothes, and fearched his 
pockets, in which they found no- 
thing but a prayer book and a {mall 
key. They then, all three, departed, 
and I immediately waited on her Ma- 


jeity, to receive her commands. 


When the Queen was affured of the 
death of the Marquis, fhe faid, ‘ fhe 
«* was forry that fhe had been obliged 
to have recourfe to this feverity ; 


** but that juftice required that fhe 
** fhould punifh the Margnis for his 
aé 


** God 'to forgive her.” 

She ordered me to take care to have 
the body carried thence, and interred, 
adding, that fhe would command many 
mafles to be faid for his foul. 

In obedience to the Queen’s order, 
T caufed a coffin to be made; and as 
the body was heavy, the weather fog- 
gy, and the road bad, I put it intoa 
cart, and, in that manner, conveyed 
it to the parifh, attended by my Vi- 
car and Chaplain, defring that it 
might be buried in the church near 
the vafe which contains the holy 
water; all which was execu ed at 
three quarters patt five in the evening, 
on Monday the 1 2th of November. 


Various reafons have been afligned , 


for the execution of the unhappy Mo- 
naldefchi. It was reported, about 
the time of his death, that he had 
privately written a libel againft his 
Sovereign,in which he difcovered fome 
of her love intrigues. ‘That Chriftina, 
overjoyed to find an opportunity of 
getting rid of a lover who had no 
long¢r any fhare in her atfections, fent 
for him, and, having made him con- 
fefs his imprudence, ordered the Cap- 
tain. of her guards and two other new 

favorites to difpatch him. That the 

unhappy Marquis, afier a vain refift. 

ance, was at length obliged to fink un- 

der the hands of his executioners ; and 

that the Queen, who thought he. was 

dead, approached him, in order to 

contemplate and infult him: ‘Vhat 

Monaldefchi, upon hearing the Queen's 

voice, ftretched out his arms towards 

@ 


treafon and crimes, and fhe begged 


nefs, they dragged the body again to- 
wards the Queen; upon which fhe 
cried out, No, my fury is not appeaf- 
ed; know, traitor, that this hand, 
which beftowed fo many marks of 
kindnefs upon thee, hath given thee 
the laft blow. 

ur readers, we hope, will not be 
difpleafed with us for laying before 
them the following letter, equally curi- 
ous and fevere, which Chriftina wrote 
upon this fubjeét to Cardinal Mazarine, 
in anfwer to one in which he told her 
that fo atrocious an a¢tion ought for 
ever to exclude her from the Court 
of Louis XIV. who was fhocked at it, 
as well as himfelf, and: every perfor 
of probity. ‘The letter is as follows : 

. 
Mr. Mazarine, 

Thofe who gave you an account 
of the circumftances attending - the 
death of Monaldefchi, my equerry, 
were very ill informed. 

It appears to me ftrange, that you 
fhould appoint fo many people to en- 
quise into the truth of this fact. I 
ought not, however, to be furprifed 
at your behaviour, foolifh as it is ; but 
I could never have fufpected that ei- 
ther you or your young haughty maf- 
ter would have fhewn the leaft refent- 
men for it. 

Know all of you, however many 
you may be, fervants and matters, lit. 
tle and great, that it was my pleafure 
to dofo, and thatI neither ought nor 
will give an account of my actions 
to any perfon whatever, much lefs to 
a {waggerer like you. 

For a man of your rank, you tn- 
deed afta fingular part; but whatever 
reafuns may have induced you to write 
to me, I am fo very indifferent re- 
{petting them, that they will not 
give me a moment's uneafinefs. 

I wifh you to know, and you may 
tell it to whomfeever you pleafe, tha 
Chriftina cares little for your Court, 
and {till lefs for you.. That to avenge 
myfelf, I have no occafion for your: 
formidable power. ~ My honor re- 
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quired the facrifice I have made. My 
willis a law, and you ought to re- 
fpr it. Tobe filent is your daty ; 
and there are fome whom I efleem as 
little asI do you, who would do well 
to learn their duty to their equals, he- 
fore they make more noife than be- 
comes them. 

In fhort, I would have you to 
know, Mr. Cardinal, that Chriflina is 
a Queen, wherever the may be, and 
that wherever fhe may pleafe to 
fix her retidence, fhe will find people, 
however worthlefs, much better than 
you and al] your confederates. 

The Prince of Condé had great rea- 
fon to cry out, when you inhumanly 
detained him prifoner at Vincennes*, 
That old fox who has hitherto cheated 
both God and the devil, will never 
give over harrafling the good fervants 
of the ftate unl the Parliament dif- 
mifs him, or feverely punifh the moft 
iluftrious rafcal of Pifcina +. 

Believe me then, Julius, you had 
better behave yourfelf in fac 4 man- 
ner as may entitle you to my} wifh- 
pres a pace i aly 0 much, 





of the Marquis of Monaldefehi. 


May God prevent you from ever of 
fering the leat infult to my perfon. 
Though at the end of the world I fhall 
be informed of your intrignes. 
have friends and courtiers in my fer- 
vice, who are as watchful and as ex- 
pert as yours, though they are not fo 


i 


well paid. 


Tt may he readily imagined, that 
after an’epiftle of this kind, the Queen 
of Sweden was not Jong in quitting 
France. 

Some people have afferted that Ka- 
ther le Bel, who had read the letters 
which Monaldefchi wrote again the 
Queen, confeffed that love and jea- 
loufy incited the favorite to traduce 
his Sovereign, in order that he might 
pleafe an Italian lady, of whom he was 
very fond; that a young Cardinal, 
who was an enemy to Monaldefchi, 
and a favorite of Chriftina, difcover- 
ed this myfterious affair of gallantry, 
and fent to the Queen her equerry’s 
letters, which he had intercepted, 
and that thefe determined Chriftina 
to avenge herfelf in this cruel manner, 
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From THe Travers or Mr. Forrsecn, a Dutcu Surceon, 


ence of the poifon-tree, which the 
ays name bohon-upas, until more 
accurate refearches convinced me of 
my error. In the year 1774, I refided 
fome time at Batavia; I was then a 
fargcon in the fervice of the Dutch 
*-India Company ; and having of- 


i donbted, I confefs, the exift- 


* Condé had been a zealous partizan of 


ten heard of the bohon-upas, and of 
the violent effects of its poifon, which 
appeared to me incredible, my curio- 
fity was fo much excited, that I re- 
folved to make the ftricteft enquiries 
refpecting it, and to truft only to my 
own obfervations. With this view, I 
requefted a paflport from Mr. Peter 


the court in the civil war, under the mi- 








nority of Louis the XIV. but finding that his fervices were not rewarded as they 
ought to have been, he begam to turn Mazarine into ridicule, to in{ult the Queen, and to 
bravethe government he defpifed. It is reported, that he addreffed a billet to the 
Cardinal all’ illufrifimo Signore Faquino: To the moft illuftrious Scoundrel. Mazarine 
foon after found fome pretence for having him arrefted ; and he was confined in the 
caftle of Vincennes. He was liberated, however, a year after, ou the di'grace of the 
Minifter. 

+ Mazarine was born at Pifcina, a fmall city of Abruzzo, in the kingdom of Naples. 

¢ Anaccountof this tree appeared, we believe, in fome periodical publication a 
few years ago; but as ours is taken from a foreign work, and feems to be fuller, we 
hope.it will not be difagregable to the public, efpecially as many of our readers may 
never perhaps have fecp it, a 

Albert 














Albert van der Parra, the Governor 
General, which I obtained ; and, af- 
ter having procured every informa- 
tion Icould, F fet out on’ my expedi- 
tion ; I received'alfo from a Malayan 
prieft letters of recommendation to 
another prieft, who refided as near as 
poffible to the poifon-tree; thefe let- 
ters were of the greateft utility. The 
Emperor had ftationed this prieft there 
for the purpofe of preparing for the 
Other world the fouls of thofe who, 
Onaccount of their crimes, were con- 
demneéd to approach this tree, and to 
bring back the poifon which diftils 
from it. 

The bohon-upas grows in the 
ifland of Java, at the diftance of 
about twenty-feven leagues from Ba- 
Qvia, and of fourteen from’ Soura 
Charta, where the Pmperor refides, 
This place is furrounded by hills and 
lofty mountains, and the neighbour- 
ing plains, to the diftance of ten or 
twelve miles, are abfolucely barren, 
I made acircuir throngh them, about 
eight miles from the ior where the 
treé ftands, and I muft own that the 
afpe& of the conntry appeared to me 
every where frighrful. e Malayan 
prieft lives ia: Cat part of ihe moun- 
tains to which there is eafieft accefs ; 
and it is from his’ habitation that the 
criminals depart to feek for the poifon 
in which the natives of Java dip the 
ma of their weapons; it is very 
dear, arid brings a confiderable re- 
Wtaue tothe Emperor, 

This poifonis a kind of gum which 
diftils from the bark, and even from 
the wood. ‘The only perfons who 
colle it are criminals, who have 
heen condemned to die: after their 
fentence is pafled, they may choofe 
either to die by the hand of the exe- 
cutionet, or attempt to bring back 
a box of the poifon of the bohon-upas, 
They, hewever, generally accept the 
latter propofition ; for, befides the 
hopes they entertain of faving their 
lives, they are certain, if they return, 
of being maintained ever after- 


wards at the Eniperor’s expence : they 
may alfo ak him aa favor, which he 
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often grants. When they fet out, 
they receive a box made of filver, or 
tortoife thell, and they are inftru@ted 
in what manner they muft conduct 
themfelves in this dangerous expedi- 
tion. It is recommended to them to 
travel with the greateft quicknefs, and 
to watch for thattinie when the wind 
blowing in their backs, carries befor: 
it the noxious exhalations of the bo- 
hon-upas ; they are afterwards fent t> 
the houfe of the prieft, to which their 
friends and relations accompany 
them; and they generally remain 
there fome days, waiting for a favor- 
able wind, during which the prieit 
prepares them, at all events, by ex. 
hortations and prayer. 

At the moment of their departure, 
he covers their heads with a leather 
cap, which defcends to the breaft: 
in’ this cap there are two holes filled, 
with glafs fights to admit the light. 
He gives them alfo leather ae, 
and, together with their friends and 
relatious, accompanies them to ths 
diftance of two or three miles; he 
then repeats his inftructions, points 
out where they will find the trees, 
fhews them a little hill they muft af- 
cend, behind whichruns a {mall rivu- 
Jet, that, by its courfe, conduéts di- 
rectly to the bohon-upas; he after- 
wards bids them adieu, and thefe mi- 
ferable victims purfue their way in 
great hafte, while he prays to God 
and Mahomet to grant them a fafe re- 
turn. 

This good prief affured me, that 
during thirty years, which he had 
yaffed in that difmal habitation, he 
vad fent about feven hundred crimi- 
nals in the manner I have defcribed ; 
and that no more thantwenty of them 
returned. He fhewed me a lift of 
their names, with the times of their 
departure, and ansaccount of their 
crimes; to which he added, that of 
thofe who had returned, and thefe 
lifts correfponded exa@ly with others 
which I have feen fince at Soura- 
Charta. a 

I affiited at fome of thefe difmal ce- 
remonies, and, I was very defirous 


gHz that 
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that the criminals might bring me a 
bit of the wood, a few branches, or at 
leaft fome of the leaves of this fingu- 
lar tree; I gave them alfo a filk cord 
to meafure its fize, but I could only 
rocure two dried leaves, which were 
brought me by the only perfon whom 
I faw return. All the information I 
could get refpeting the tree, was, that 
it grows on the brink of the rivulet 
mentioned by the prieft, that it is of 
a moderate fize, furrounded by five or 
fix young trees of the fame fpecies, 
and that neither plant nor thrub is to 
be found near it. The earth in which 
it grows is of a brownith color, full 
of pebbles, and covered with tke- 
letons and the remains of dead bodies. 
I interrogated the old Malayan priett 
concerning the firft difcovery of this 
tree ; what he told me is as follows : 

** Not above an hundred years ago,” 

faid he, ‘ this country was inhabited 
“* by a people, who gave themfelves 
“ up to the moft abominable vices. 
Mahomet, offended at their wicked- 
neis, engaged the Eternal to punifh 
them; and God caufed the bohon- 
upas to {pring up from the earth, 
which deftroyed the guilty, and 
rendered the country ever after un- 
inhabitable.” 
I fhall not attempt to make any 
comment upon this notion, I fhall only 
ebferve, that they confider this tree 
as the inftrument of the prophiet’s 
wrath, and that to die by its etfects, 
is among them accounted honorable; 
for this reafon, the criminals who go 
in queft of the poifon, are in general 
@lothed in their richeft attire. 

It is certain, though it may appear 
incredible, that no living creature is 
to be found within five miles ciftance 
of this tree. We are affured, that the 
waters near it do not contain fith, 
that neither rats, mice, nor vermin of 
any kind are feen in its neghbour- 
hood ; and that birds which approach 
foo near it, are overpowered by 
its effuvia, and fall down dead. Some 
of the criminals in returning have feen 
them drop at their feet,- and have 
brought them to the old Malayan 
prielt. J thal here relate an iniiance 


“ 
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which will render the certainty of this 
fact unqueftionable. It happened dur- 
ing my refidence in Java. 

In 1775, fome fubjeéts of Marray, 
a fovereign prince, whofe dignity is 
almoft equal to that of the kmperor, 
having revolted, and refufed to pay 
the tribute which he had impofed on 
them, he fent troops to difperfe the 
rebels, and to drive: them from his 
territories, together with their fami- 
lies. They were obliged, to the num- 
ber of fix hundred, to quit their coun- 
try, and the Emperor refufed to pro- 
tect them, becaufe they were rebels, 
and for fear of difpleafing Marray, 
who was his neighbour. © Thefe un- 
fortunate people therefore had no 
other refource, but to retire to thefe 
dreary and uninhabited places which 
furround the hohon-apas. Having 
afked permiffion from the Emperor to 
eftablifth themfelves there, he granted 
their requeit, but on condition that 
they fhould fettle within the diftance 
of fourteen miles from the tree, that 
the people who occupied the more re- 
mote lands might not be deprived of 
their pofleflions which they had culti- 
vated. The rebels were obliged to 
fubmit to this condition, but at the 
end of two months they were reduced 
to two hundred; the chief of thofe 
who remained, returned to Marray, 
informed him of their lofs, and im- 
plored pardon, upon which they were 
again received as his fubjects. On 
their return I had an opportunity of 
feeing fome of thofe who had fur- 
vived; they appeared to be affected 
by fome peflilential diforder: they 
were remarkably pale; and from the 
account which they gave me of the 
death of theircompanions, and of the 
circumftances attending it, I was fully 
convinced that they had fallen victims 
to this poifon. 

Its violent effetts at fo great a dif- 
tance from the tree, appear furprifing 
and incredible, efpecially when one 
confiders that fome of thofe who ap- 
proach it return fafe. The following 
obfervations have in a great meafure 
leffened my aftonifhment. ‘ 

I have already faid that the crimi- 

. nake 




















nals are ordered in going, to follow 
the courfe of the wind, and to return 
in a contrary direction. When the 
wind blows always from the fame 
point during the {pace of time necef- 
fary for the criminal to travel thirty, 
or thirty-fix miles, if he enjoys a found 
conttitution he may furvive the dan- 

r: but the conftancy of the winds 
in that climate is very uncertain; 
there are no regular land breezes, and 
thofe from the fea are not felt there, 
on account of the diftance of the 
place, and the mountains and forells 
by which it is furrounded. 

No winds ever blow there regu- 

larly ; there are only fome light cur- 
rents of air which pafs through the 
openings among the mountains. It is 
alfo very difficult to determine from 
what quarter the wind reaily blows, 
as it finds fo many obftacles in its way, 
which change its direction, and de 
ftroy its effects. 
_ Lam of opinion therefore, that the 
effluvia of the bohon-upas are noxious 
at fo great a diftance, only on account 
of the gentlenefs of the winds, which 
have not force fufficient to diflipate 
their particles. If {trong winds were 
more frequent and durable, they might 
greatly diminifh their force, and per- 
haps dettroy it. 

The good prief ftrengthened this 
conjecture, by afluring me, that a dead 
calm was always dangerous, the par- 
ticles which the tree lofes by a conti- 
nual perfpiration being then diffemi- 
nated through the atmofphere, like the 
putrid vapets of fome noxious marth. 

In the month of February, 1776, I 
affifted at Soura-Charta, at the execu- 
tion of thirteen of tlie Emperor's con- 
cubines, who were convitted of infi- 
delity. About eleven in the morn- 
‘ing, they were condutted to a fquare 
vppofite to the palace, where the judge 
fentenced them to fuffer death, by the 
prick of a lancet, poifoned with the 
gum of the bohon-upas. When the 
entence was pafled, the Alcoran was 
prefented to them to fwear, that the 
accufgtions were juit, and that the 
fentence was equitable, which they 


did, ‘by laying.the right-hand on the 
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book, the left upon the breaft, and 
lifting up their eyes to heaven. The 
judge then made them kifs the Alco- 
ran, after which the executioner pro- 
ceeded to inflict the punifhment, in 
the folowing manner: 

Three flakes were driven into the 
ground, about five feet in height, to 
which the criminals were tied, with 
their breafts uncovered. In this fitu- 
ation they remained, uniting their la- 
mentations to thofe of their friends 5 
until the judge made a fignal to the 
executioner, who drew out a lancet 
dipped in the gum af the bohon-upas, 
and with this inftrument pricked. the 
breaits af thofe unhappy females, ‘i he 
whole operation was performed in the 
fpace of two minutes. 

I was very much aftanifhed at the 
fudder effects of this fubtle poifon ; 
the criminals were foon feized with a 
fhivering, followed by ttrong coavuk 
fions, and they expired in dreadful 
agony, imploring forgivenefé of God 
and Mahomet. In the fpace of fix 
minutes not one of them remained 
alive. I obferved that their bodies 
were covered with livid fpots; their 
faces were much fwelled, and black, 
and their eyes appeared yellow. : 

Thad an opportunity of feeing an- 
other execution at Samarang, where 
feven Malays were put to death in the 
fame manner, and with the faine in- 
ftrument. I obferved upon their bo- 
dies the fame {pots, and the fame ef- 
fects of the poifon. 

Thefe circumflances induced me to 
make {ome experiments with it upon 
living animals. For that purpofe, I 
procured with great difficulty, a few 
gtains of the gum of the bohon-upas, 
which I diffolvedin arrack, and having 
dipped a lancet in it, I made an in- 
cifion in the lower, part of the belly 
of adog; three minutes after the an- 
mal began to howl moft dreadfully, 
running from one end of the apart- 
ment to the other.; and in the ipace 
of fix minutes more, his ttrength was 
fo much exhaufted, that he fell down 
and expired ia convulfions, at the end 
of eleven minutes. I repeated thefe 
experiments on two other dogs ; a cat, 


and 
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and a-bird: the action of the poifon 
was' always equally quick, none of 
thefe animals furviving above thirteen 
minutes after the operation. 

I conceited: it neceflary to obferve 
the effect of this poifon more clofely. 
In half an‘ounce of atrack, I diffolved 
# quarter of a grain of the gum of the 
bohon-upas, and poured it down the 
throat of a puppy feven months old ; 
feven minutes after the animal began 
to’ flagger, fell down, and rolled on 
the ground ; but at the end of half 
an hour it was feized with convulfions, 
and expired. Upon opening it, I 
found the ftomach imflamed ; fome of 
the inteftines were in the fame ftate, 
though not fo much as the vifcera, in 
which I found fome coagulated blood, 
but I could not difcover from what 

art it had proceeded. I imagine it 
d-been foreed from the lungs, while 
the animal made violent efforts to vomit. 

From thefe experiments, I conclud- 
ed, that the gum of the bohon-upas 
is the nioft terrible of all poifons ex- 
trated from the vegetable kingdom; 
and, I amof opinion, that it contri- 
bates to render the ifland unhealthful. 
It daily affilts to deftroy both the na- 
tives and Europeans. Every man of 
diftinguifhed rank carries about hima 
dart, or fome other poifoned weapon. 
In time of war the Malays tle it 
for poifoning water. ‘This barbarous 
ftratayem deftroyed in the laft war 
half of the Dutch army. Since that 
time the Dutch take the precaution to 
keep’ fith in the water which they 
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drink ; and they ftation centinels nésf 
refervoirs, to guard them, and to re- 
mark if any of thefe animals die. 
When a body of troops enter the ene- 
my’s country, they always‘carry live 
fith along with them, to try the water 
before they drink it ; and it is by 
thefe means only, that they have beer’ 
able to prévent their entife deftric- 
tion. 

This account, I think, will fatisfy 
the curious reader; and the few faéts 
which I have related concerning the 
bohon-upas, will, I hope, be’ confi- 
dered as fufiicient to prove the exif 
ence of this remarkable tree, and’ the 
truth of its violent effeéts. ‘ 

Should it be afked, why a fatisfac- 
tory account has not been before giver’ 
of it, I can only réply, that com- 
merce, and not natural hiftory, is thé 
object of all thofe who vifit this part 
of the world. ‘The climate of Java 
is accounted fo unhealthful, that rich 
travellers feldom refide long in it, 
while others want the means and 
knowledge neceflary for thofe who 
give themfelves up to fuch refearches. 
Thofe, however, who may hereafter 
touch at this tfland, will no doubt 
think the bohon-upas a matter of im 
portance, and give us amore accu 
rate defcription of it. 

I muft add, that there grows’ on 
the coaft of Macaflar, a tree, called 
Cadjoe-upas*, the poifon’ of which 
atts almoft in the fame manner ; but 
its efe@s aré neither fo violent, nor 
fo terrible. 


* The bohon-upas, the poifonous effluvia of which are rendered more dangerous by 











the heat of the climate, the want of a free circulation in the air, and the exhalations pros 
gecding from the dead bodies which furrou@ it, is, perhaps, the fame as the cadjoe4 
upas. The cadjoe-upas, or caju-upas, of the Malays, is named ardor toxtcaria, or ipo, by 
Rumphius, in the Herbarium Amboinenfe, vol. ii. page 263. He diltinguithes it jnto 
‘two f{pecies, one of which he calls the male, and the other the female; the firft is the 
mott pernicious, and, in al! probability, is the fame as the bohon-upas, The deférip- 
tion and figure which Rumphius gives of it, are very incomplete; as he could, procure 
neither its flowers nor its fruit, He, however, defcribes, in a more fatisfa€tory manner, 
the fatal effeéts of its poifon; the antidotes ufed againft it; the method of colleéting it; 
and the places where it grows, &c, He fays, ** There grows, inthe neighbourhood of 
‘* this tree, neither trees, plants, nor fhrubs, unlefs at the diftance of a flone’s throw 
* from it. The ground which furrounds it is brown and barren, and appcars ag if 
** burnt, Under the moft noxious fpecies there are found the feathers and wings of 
birds; evident figns of its malignity, The atmofphere which furrounds it is fo infecs 
** tious and poifonous, that the birds which perch upon its branches, are immediately 
** feized with a vertigo, and fall down dead at its root. Every living thing, ftruck by 


On 


* ite @xhalations, perithes; fo that mof animals avaid it."’ 
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On tur PROGRESS or MUSICK 1n RUSSIA. 


N the mufick of the RuJians, we 
find, even at prefent, a M the fim- 
plicity of the mafick of the early agess 
heir finging has no ornaments, and 
but few variations. The art of com- 
pofition is entirely unknown to them ; 
and they are at no pains to turn into 
verfe the words which they intend to 
be fung: they, adapt profe without 
ceremony, to any ordinary air, and 
are fatisfied with. obferving only a 
certain cadence. ‘Their initruments 
are of little ufe byt to fapp: ort the 
voice; and they are ftill in the fame 
ftate in which they were when they 
came from the hands of the inventor. 
This is the prefent ftate of what may 
be called the national mufick. 

Peter the. Great firft introduced 
trumpets and cimbals into his armies, 
and chofe a certain number of young 
Rullians, who were taught to play up- 
on thefe inftruments. 

Charles Frederick, Duke of Hol- 
ftein Gottorp, was more folicitous 
than Peter to introduce mufick into 
Ruflia: he brought with him twelve 
fkilful muficians, who performed the 
firit regular concert heard at Peterf- 
burgh. The progrefs of mufick was 
very rapid under the Emprefs Ann ; 
and an Italian Opera, with ballets 
and interludes, were foon feen in the 
capital. 

The orcheftra was compofed of 
forty excellent muficians, who had 
been colleéted from all parts, and the 
characters were fupported by fome of 
the fineft voices of Italy. Twice a 
week there were concerts at court, at 
which every one who chofe might 
affitt. 

The Emprefs Elizabeth firft caufed 
an opera-houfe to be erected at Mof- 
cow. It is very large, and can con- 
tain about five thoufand fpectators. 
Soon after an Opera, in the Rutlian 
language, was performed at Peterf- 
burgh. The author of the words, 
the compofer of the mufick, and the 
actors and attrefles were all of the 





fame nation. This phenomenon wag 
followed by another ftil] more remark- 
able for its fingularity ; it was a kind 
of hunting mufick, which in tafte and 
execution is different from every other 
mufick of the like kind in Europe. 

Formerly the Ruffian huntimen 
were acquainted with no other inftru- 
ment but a horn, which had very 
little found, and always of the fame 
tone. The grand huntiman Narefkin 
formed a defign of extending this 
mufick ; and, for this purpofe, he or- 
dered thirty-feven horns to be made, 
all of different fizes, fo that .each 
emitting a di ifferent tone » they formed 
together three complete ostaves. 'Thefe 
tl Lirty- feven horns were dillributed to 
the fame number of young hunters, 
who were carefully taught to found 
them with precifion and neatnefs. 
They were afterwards accuftomed to 
count exa¢tly what notes they were to 
pafs over in filence, until the moment 
whenit was their turn to found their 
inftruments, and te produce the pro- 
per tone afligned to their horn. At 
prefent they are fo expert, that they 
play marches, airs, and whole fym- 
phonies, and execute with aftonih- 
ing precifion the moit difficult pieces 
of mufick. The ear of the hearer is 
wonderfully deceived by them, and 
every air appears as if perf ormed 
without interruption, and by a fin- 
gle inftrument. This’ mufick has a 
{urprizing effect, above all in the open 
air. 

Peter Federowitz, when called tq 
the throne of Rudia, contribated alfo 
not a little to the progrefs of mufick, 
He had a tafte for this art, and was 
himfelf fo far matter of the violin, 
that he could fupport a part in a con- 
cert. 

When Catherine the Second mount- 
ed the throne, fhe invitéd to her court 
the famous Bal! hafar Galuppi, fur- 
named Buranello, mater of mufick 
in the Chapel of St. Mark at Venice, 
and one of the mott celebrated com- 
poiers 
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pofers of modern Italy. His Didone 
abbandonata* had the greateft fuccefs ; 
and after the firft reprefentation of it, 
the Emprefs fent tothe author a mag- 
nificent box filled with pieces of gold. 
Galuppi was fucceeded by Tomafo 
Traetta, a Neapolitan, no lefs cele- 
brated for his mufical talents, fo that 
the Opera at Peterfburgh is at pre- 
fent one ofthe moft brilliant in Europe. 


On the Progrefs of Mufick in Ruffia. 


A tafte for good mufick has even been 
extended to the churches. The 
chanting ufed in the Greek church is 
different from that of the other Chrif- 
tian churches. It is not accompa- 
nied with inftraments, but executed 
in four parts by voices; the number 
of which in the Imperial Chapel 
amounts fometimes to an hundred. 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES. 


WR. LAVATER having afferted 
in the fecond part of his Trea- 
tife upon Phyfiognomy, that fhoe- 
makers generally have a fickly ap- 
pearance and weak ¢onftitutions, and 
that ac Zurich, of twenty-four chil- 
dren born of parents exercifing that 
profeffion, feven only were boys, 
about five or fix years ago, all the 
fhoemakers cf that place rofe up 
againit him. They affembled in a 
tumultuous manner ; and Mr. Lava- 
ter, in order to appeafe them, was 
obliged to declare publickly that he 
had been deceived, and that the pro- 
portion was twenty-eight males to 
thirty females. ‘To give the fociety 
of fhoemakers a more permanent tef- 
timony of his affection, he begged 
that he might be allowed to ftand 
eod-father to all the male ehildren 
which fhould be born to matters. This 
requeft produced a perfect reconcilia- 
tion. 

Among men of genius who have 
done honor to Germany, Klopftock 
feems to deferve the firft place. His 
manner of writing approaches near to 
that of Milton. Hisflights are fome- 
times loft in the clouds, and his beau- 
ties are fublime ; but they often feem 
to be wrapt up in obfcurity. His 
poem, called the Meffiah, 1s, and 
always will be one of thofe monu- 
ments which defy the power of time; 
but this poem will, perhaps, be more 

raifed than read. 

Mr. Bernftorff, a minifter as great 
in his way as Klopftock in his, fenfi- 


* Dido forfakca, 


ble of the merit and abilities of the 
German poet, obtained permiffion 
from the King of Denmark to write 
to him, and ‘invite him to Copenha- 
gen, where every thing would be 
one to render his fituation as com- 
fortable as poffible. Klopftock ac- 
cepted this invitation, a immedi- 
ately repaired to the capital of Den- 
mark, where he was treated with dif- 
tinétion, and where he received a 
penfion that raifed him above the 
cares of the world, and enabled him 
with tranquillity to cultivate the 
mufes. A northern Prince, there- 
fore, became the benefactor of a 
poet, for whofe friendfhip all the So- 
vereigns in Germany ought to have 
contended. 

It was in his journey to Copenha- 
gen, that Klopftock became acquaint- 
ed with that Meta, whom he has cele- 
brated fo much in his verfes, and who 
makes as confpicuous a figure in them 
as Laura in thofe of Petrarch. It is 
thought that the conneé¢tion he formed 
and kept up with her, had great in- 
fluence upon his character and his 
manner of thinking. ‘That period of 
life in which the heart is fufceptible 
of the tendereft impreffions, is gene- 
rally the moft important to people of 
ordinary fenfibility. What muft it 
be, therefore, toa poet? It is a fe- 
cond birth of the mind, and produces 
in it the fame effects as the hates on 
the fields, which it covers with ver- 
dure and enamels with flowers. 

Meta, aflifting one day at the toi- 
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lette of a female friend, took up a few 
bits of paper which contained fome 
of Klopftock’s verfes. She was high- 
ly charmed with them ; but when the 
received the poeém complete, fhe paff- 
éd whole days and nights in reading 
it. Having learned that Gifeke, a 
tian of letters at Brunfwick, kept up 
A cottefpondence with the anthor, fhe 
wrote to him, begging to be informed 
of every particular refpetting the life 
of Klopftock. 

About the fame time, Klopftock 
happéning to come to Brunfwick, 
went to pay a vifit to his friend 
Gifeke; who fhewed him Méta’s let- 
‘ter, upon which he immediately re- 
folved to g6 to Hanibiirgh, ia order 
to become acquainted with her. 

Words can fearcely déferibe the im- 
preflion which the fudden appearance 
of Kiopftock made upon Meta, and 
the effects of their firtt interview. ‘The 
poet could not ftop above three day's 
‘atHamburgh. “Mr. de Bernitorffhad 
Tequefted him to ufé the utmolt expedi- 
tioh ; but a thorter {pace than tliree 
days was fafficient to finite thefe two 
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hearts in the bonds of Jafting fricad- 
fhip. Klopftock next morning was 
prefent at an entertainment, where 
Meta feated herfelf at his fide. To 
every word which proceeded from his 
lips, fhe liftened with the greateft 
attention ; and fhe aked him fuch 


‘queftions as generally fhéw what in- 


tereft one has in the perfon, writings, 
anddeftiny of thofé whom one loves. 
An intimate correfpondence was eftd- 
blifhed between Klopftock and Meta. 
Before he paffed the Belt, the tender 
poet had already written three letters 
to the obje&t of his affeQtions, and ever 
after he continued to confecrate to 
her the fentiments of his heart and 
the happy fruits of his genius. 

In the cathedtal of Cambray, there 


is atomb ereéted to the memory 6f 


“the Jeatned and virtvors Fenelon, 


with a very long and dull infcription. 
In its ftead d'Alembert ‘propofed the 
following : “ Under this ftone lie the 
** afhes of Fenelon. Reader efface net 
* this epitaph with thy tears, in order 
“« that others may read it, and bedetv 
** it with their teats like thee.” 


SOME ACCOUNT or tHe MAHOMETAN TEMPLES anp 
MOSQUES *, 


formerly known by the general 
fhomination of Majid, which fig- 
nifies an edifice fet Apart fot adora- 
tion. From this word is undoubt- 
edly derived Mejchita and Mofque, 
which is ufed in the languages of Eu- 
rope. The moft confidérable of thefe 
temples have been fince called D ;eamy- 
Meffdjid, or fimply, Djeamy, the 
lace of the congregation affembled. 
n fhort, thofe which have been buile 
by Monarchs or Princes, and Prin- 
ceffes of their Blood, have been fpéci- 
fied under the name of Djeawami-y-Se- 


As the Muffulman temples vere 
e 


latinn, which anfwers to that of ba- 
filiks, or Imperial Mofques. 

Thefe temples, diftinguifhed thus 
by theit namts,. ate dift:ngvithed alfo 
by their ftru€ure, their extent, and 
the different religious, civil, and po- 
litical prerogatives annexed to them. 
They btn, therefore, three diftin® 
claffes, Imperial Mofques, ordinary 
Mofques, and the fimpic Me/ijids. 

Imperial Mofques are to be found 
only in the great cities of the empire, 
faach as Adrianople, Cairo, Damaf- 
cus, Conftantinople, &c. The prin- 
cipal in the capital is that of Saint 


* This article, as well as the annexed plate, is taken from a magnificent work, 
now publifhing in France, entitled, Tab/caw General De L’ Empire Othoman, a General 
View of the Turkifh Empire. By Mr. D’Ohffon, Knight of the Royal Order of Wa- 
fa, Secretary to the King of Sweden, and formerly Interpreter and Charge d’.dffairs 
at the Court of Conftantinople. This gentleman was born and educated at Conitane 
tinople; and his work, he tells us, is the fruit of above twenty years ftudy and apple 
cation. 
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Sophia; the Greek name of which 
the Mahometans have preferved, ¢all- 
ing it dia-Sofia, \ Every one knows 
that. Mahounmed . II. converted .this 
duperb building into a,Mofque the 
very fame day that he planted his ban- 
ners on. the walls of Conflantinople. 
Since that epocha it has been the. ca- 
‘thedral Moigue, or firit temple in the 
Ottoman Empire. 

‘The next in order is the Mofque of 
the Sultan Ahmed, named fo from 
its founder Ahmed I, It is called 
alfo Aly-Minarely, or the Moique 
with fx minarets, on account of the 
fix iurrets: with which it» is orna- 
mented, Eefides thefe, there are in 
-the.capital. twelve: others. of inferior 
“note; moft of which have: received 
‘their names fiom the Princes_or Prin- 
cefes Whe founded them, All thefe 
edifices are remarkable for their mag- 
nificence ; as. they are almoft all buut 
“ja the middle of a vaft court, their 
whole.extent is fully difplayed to the 
eyes of the fpectator. Being be- 
des fituated on the. highefi parts of 
Conftantinople, they add much to 
the grandeur of that view which this 
city exhibits by its fituation alone. 
Their domes and roofs are covered 
with lead, like the feraglio, and all 
other public edifices. 

All thefe Mofgues have an equal 
right to perform divine fetvice on 
Fridays and the two feliivals called 
Beyram; and the minifters who be- 
long to them are diftinguifhed by cer- 
ain prerogatives. The Sultans have 
a gallery there, and_go to each of 
them in turn upon Fridays; but in 
winter they give the preference to 
that of Saint Sophia, as being neareft 
the feraglio. 

There are reckoned to be more 
than two hundred Mofques of the fe- 
¢ond order in Conftantinople: the 
mott ancient of thefe is that of Arcb- 
Djeamifjy, in the fuburbs of Ghalata. 
It was erected by Prince Mefleme, 
brother of the Kaliph Suleyman I. 
when he was hefieging Conflantino- 
ple, in the 98th year of the Hegira*. 


“A. D. 
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There is ftill preferved in it an ebo- 
ny vale, fuppofed to be that, which 
this Mahomeian General ufed in his 
military expeditions, This vafe is 
in fome ‘meafure confecrated by fu- 
perftition ; the minifters of the tem- 
ple make the vulgar believe that_ the 
water which they drink from it has 
the tafte of milk, and the virtue of 
procuring to women big with child a 
iappy and fafe delivery. 

‘Lhe greater part of thefe temples 
have a right alio to celebrate divine 
fervice on Fridays, and the two Bry. 
‘raus; and twice or thrice a year the 
Sultans go to perform the folemn Na- 
maz of the week in fome of thefe 
‘Mofques. 

Thofe whichdo not enjoy, the fame 
prerogatives, may acquire them hy the 
eftablithment of an. /man-Kiatib, by 
erecting a pulpit for delivering .a 
homily, called’ hcuthbe, and by con- 
ftructing a gallery for his Highnefs. 
It is even permitted to every Mahome- 
tan to provide for thefe foundations, 
and to fecure to the Minifler Khatib a 
perpetual income. By this, and by 
means of the Sovereign’s diplomas, the 
Mofque is raifed to the firft clafs, which 
often happers at Confiantinople, as 
well as in other cities of the empire. 

The leait confiderable temples.are 
thofe called Mcfdjids. "Vhey may 
be accounted public chapels, there 
being no others in the villages and 
country towns: there are feveral of 
them even in the principal cities. 
There are reckoned to be three hun- 
dred of them in the fuburbs of Con- 
ftantinople. No public fervice is 
performed in them on Fridays and on 
the Beyrams. 'Thefe temples may, 
however, acquire a perpetuity. like 
common Moiques, together with a 
Khatib and his pulpit. Pious, fouls 
fometimes take upon them this efta- 
blifhment ; and the Mefajid which has 
had this advantage, is converted then 
into a Dyeamy, and is raifed to the 
rank of ordinary Mofques. 

We muft not here confound with 
thefe the temple of Mecca, nor that 
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eof Medina, which -aré both confe- 
crated under the name of Mefdjid- 
Scherif, holy or facred temple ; their 
conftruction is abfolutely different 
from that of other Mofques, and their 
prerogatives are much fuperior to thofe 
of all the other Mahometan temples. 

Such are the principal diftin¢tions 
between thefe facred edifices of Ifla- 
milme; to which we may add the 
number of the minatets with which 
they are ornamented. ‘The Mefdjids 
have only one, while Imperial Moiques, 
and the principal part of thofe of the 
fecond order have two, four, and fome 
even fix ; moftof which terminate in 
a crefcent of copper, or of brafs 
gilded. 

Nothing can equal the refpect 
which the Mahometans enteftain for 
thefe facred edifices. On this account 
they never repair them but in cafes of 
the greateft neceflity. A temple mutt 
abfolutely be in danger of tumbling 
into ruins before it is allowable to pull 
ic down in order to rebuild it. ‘Lhey 
never permit it to be enlarged, unlefs 
it be the only one in the village, and 
too confined to receive all the inha- 
bitants of the place. Should a neigh- 
bouring piece of ground be neceflary 
for its enlargement, then, and in that 
cafe only, the law authorifes force and 
conftraint to be employed againft the 
proprietor who retuies to tell it at 
a moderate price. 

All thefe temples are open in the 
day time, Though the law does not 
forbid thofe who are not Mahometans 
to enter them, no perfon, however, 
dare go into them unlefs efcorted by 
the Caims, who guard them, and who 
require a fee proportioned to the con- 
dition of thofe who aik this permif- 
fion. Tributary fubjects of the em- 
pire feldom teitify this curiofity ; 
they are reftrained either by prudence 
or fear, fentiments ftrongly dittated 
by that ftate of abfolute and perpe- 
tual fubjection to which they are re- 
duced by their imperious matters, 
Europeans, as ftrangers, may enter 
them with more freedom, but never 
during divine fervice. They are 


even obliged, as well as the Maho- 
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metans, to leave their fhoes at the 
door, or to wear clogs, that they may 
not dirty the carpets with which the 
floor of the Mofque is covered. The 
Mofque of Saint Sophia of the Sultan 
Suleyman, and that called Eyxd, are 
thofe into which ftrangers find the 
greateft difficulty to enter, efpe- 
cially if the Caim-Ba/chy, principal 
keeper, follows the rites of the /man- 
Schafiy, which confiders the prefence 
of ftrangers in a Mofque as a _profa- 
nation. Foreign Minifters generally 
folicit for a Fermann from the Porte, 
by means of which they may freely 
vifit and enter all the principal 
Mofques in the empire. 

Notwithftanding the great fimplicity 
of thefe temples, they do not fail, efpe- 
cially the Imperial Mofques, to ftrike 
the eye by the immenfity of their ex- 
tent,and the heightoftheirdomes. The 
greater part of them are ornamented 
with rich pillars of green porhyry, 
or of marble. All their decorations 
confift of fmall filver lamps, and lu fires 
of exquifite workmanfhip, having, at 
the end of each of their branches, 
fmall chryftal lamps, with pendants 
fhaped like an oitrich egg, upon 
which are written, in golden letters, 
a few fentences of the Coran. Some 
of thefe Mofques, efpecially that of 
the Sultan Mahmed, reprefented in the 
annexed plate, have alfo golden lamps, 
enriched with jewels and precious 
ftones. The wallsin general prefent 
nothing but infcriptions or tablets, 
which conta‘n, in large golden letters, 
the name of God, 4//24, and thofe of the 
prophet, the four firft Kaliphs, and 
of the Imans Hafflan and Hiouffein, 
children of Aly. Neither image nor 
figure, nor any reprefentation, either 
in painting or {culpture, is to be feen 
in them ; for the law is very rigorous 
upon that point, 

There are three principal objefs 
which, if we may fay o, charac- 
terife all the Mahometan temples : 
thefe are firft the altar Mihrab, which 
isa concavity, or kind of niche, fix 
or eight feet high, conftruéted in the 
wall down to the foundation, which 
is deftined only for the purpofe of 
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fointing out the geographical fituation 
c¥ Mecca. Secondly, the gallery of 
the Muezzins, which is always on the 


left of the altar. Thirdly, the pulpit 
Kurfy of the Scheyks, or preachers; it 
is raifed two or three fieps on the right 
of the altar. In the principal mofques, 
which are authorifed to have a homily, 
Kboutb:, delivered in them, befides di- 
vine fervice on Fridays, and the two 
feitivals named the Beyram:, there is a 
fecond pulpit, called Mixxder, deftined 
entirely for the minifter, or K/ati£t, who 
difcharges that important fun¢tion. 
This pulpit is raifed fifteen, twenty, or 
twenty-three fleps, in proportion to the 
height of the mofque, and is placed ata 
certain diitance from the altar, always 
to the left. The imperial mofques, and 
thofe which the Sultan fometimes ho- 
nors with his prefence, are decorated 
alfo with a gallery for the ufe of his 
Highnefs, and the gentlemen in his 
fuite : it is furnifhed with gilt lattices, 
and ‘ftlands on the right of the altar, 
oppofite the K/atib’s pulpit. 

Neither chairs; benches, nor ftools, 
are to be feen in any Mahometan tem- 
pie; the ufe of thefe would neither be 
confiftent with the manners of the 
Turkifh nation, nor with the nature of 
their worfhip, which confifts in incli- 
nations of the head, and proftrations. 
Small and great, all, without diftinc- 
tion, fit upon carpets, or mats, which 
ate fpread out on the floors in every 
feafon of the year; and, on this ac- 
count, the Turks never enter a mofque 
without pulling off their flippers. 

Every thing that the law prefcribes 
to preferve corporal purity during 
prayer, and the details which it gives, 
refpecting whatever may invalidate 
prayers and purifications, fhew with 
what feverity it requires from every 
Muffulman, of every age, condition, 
and fex, the moft profound and refpect- 
ful recollection, during divine fervice. 
For this reafon, no Muffulman, in the 
time of prayer, will dare to turnhis head, 
to look atound him, dr to {peak a fingle 
word to any perfon, unlefs it be during 
private prayers, or in the interval be- 
tween two prayers, repeated at the fame 
time, Oke canonical, and the other ex- 





piatory, for a preceding xamax* omite- 
ted. 

The Mahometans never uncover, 
either in their mofques, or elfewhete; 
neither in religious worfhip, nor in ci- 
vil fociety. The women, when they 
perform their zamaz at home, though 
alone in their apartments, confider it 
as a duty to take a chal, or veil, with 
which they cover their heads, in order 
to appear, according to the fpirit of 
their law, with more decency before 
the Almighty. 

It is only upon extraordinary occa- 
fions, on account of fortunate or un- 
fortunate events, or in the excefs of 
his joy or affliction, that a Muffulman 
takes off his turban, either to give 
thanks to Heaven, or to implore its 
protection. Thefe examples are even 
very rare, efpecially among the great, 
and ftill more fo among princes. The 
annals of this empire ord only one 
example; it is that of Selim I. who, 
after the conqueft of Cairo, having, 
on the Friday following, gone to per- 
form the duty of forenoon prayers in 
the mofque, pulled off his turban, or- 
dered the rich carpet, which was below 
his feet, to be carried away ; proftrated 
himfelf, with his face towards the 
earth, thedding tears of joy, and re- 
turned a thoufand thanks to the Eter- 
nal, for che brilliant fuccefs with which 
his arms had been crowned. 

The principal bafe of the Mahome- 
tan worfhip is, the prayer called Na- 
maz., which, in fome meafure, forms 
the whole Turkifh liturgy. ‘The at- 
tention of a Muflulman to perform the 
Namax, at the prefcribed hours, equals 
thofe fentiments of refpect and humi- 
lity, which religion requires of man, 
when, by this prayer, he renders that 
homage to his Creator which is dug to 
him. This Namaz is impofed gene- 
rally, and without diftinétion, upog all 
claffes in the nation, by the moft abfo- 
lute precepts ofthe Coran; it is renewed. 
feveral times a day, at different feafons 
of the year, and on. certain events ia 
human life. It is compofed of feveral 


rikaths, which confiit 1n various atti- 
tudes, accompanied with inclinations 
of the body, aad proitrations; during 

which 














which they recite hymns and prayers, 
diated and regulatec by their reli- 
gion, Mohammed prefcribed all thefe 
attitudes, as well as the prattice of ab- 
lution, as they were taught him by the 
angel Gabriel, in a grotto of the 
mountain Hira. He imprinted, alfo, 
a character of fanétity on the Namaz, 
which is always uniform, whether one 
rforms it in public or in private. 
Phere is no difference, but in the 
number of the rifaths, which varies 
according to the canonical hours, 
and-the different folemnities confe- 
erated by religion. : 

The prophet himfelf fixed and de- 
termined the hours fet apart for the 
prayer Namaz by the following words: 
* Truly, God impofes upon every 
“ Muffulman, male and female, the 
*« obligation of praying five times a 
* day, comprehending the night.” 
Every one of the faithful, therefore, is 
indifpenfibly obliged to perform this 
duty at five different hours of the day, 
viz. in the moming, at noon, in the 
afternoon, in the evening, and at 
night, in imitation of what was for- 
merly prattifed by the ancient pro- 
phets. 

There is no Muffulman who does 
not obferve this duty with the moft 
ferupulous exa¢tnefs. ‘Three of thefe 
hours, if we confider them with refpect 
to the rifing, culminating, and fetting 
of the fun, are abfolutely the fame at 
all feafons of the year; becaufe they are 
regulated by the periodical courfe of 
that luminary. The firft, therefore, 
er that of the morning, begins always 
forty-five minutes before the rifing of 
the fan; the fecond, or that of noon, 
forty minutes after he has pafled the 
meridian; and the fourth, or that of 
the evening, twenty minutes after he 
has fet. With refpett to the other two, 
one: of which is. ftom -noon till the 
evening, and the other, from the even- 
ing till the dawn of day; they begin 
{voner of later, according to the fhort- 
nefs or length of the days. 

One cannot well miftake when the five 
prayers of the day begin, becaufe they 
are exactly announced to the,public by 


the Zzzan, which is made almoft at 
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the fame inftant in all the mofques of 
theempire. This Exzan ferves inftead 
of bells, with the ufe of which the Ma- 
hometans are unacquainted; there are 
none of them to be feen either in their 
temples or the feraglio, at court, or 
in any private hotel} The Mezzizs 
appointed to give this notice, exe? 
generally in melody and fweetnefs 6f 
voice. Mounting to the tops of the 
minarets, they thunder forth the Ez- 
zan, turned towards Mecca, havin 
their eyes fhut, their hands open nal 
raifed up, and their two thumbs in 
their ears. In this attitude they walk, 
with great folemnity, along the little 
gallery, Schurfe, which farrounds each 
minaret. Every mofque is decorated 
with two or four of thefe fpires; but 
there are few in the empire that have 
fix, like the mofque of the Sultan Ah- 
med. The two diurnal prayers, the 
fecond and third, are announced from 
the top of all the minarets in general. 
The tranquillity and filence which 
reign in all the Turkifh cities, where 
one is never difturbed by the found of 
bells, nor by the noife of carriages, 
convey toa diftance the voice of thefe 
Muexzins, at all the canonical hours; 
but efpecially that of the morning, to- 
wards the dawn of day. Thefe-peri- 
odical proclamations have fomething 
in them grand and majeftic; they 
awaken devotion, even in the moft ir- 
religious: the foul, indeed, is gently 
moved, when, from the downy pillow, 
about the dawn of the morning, one 
hears a number of melodious voices 
repeating, at the fame time, thefe 
words—« Come to prayers! Come to 
** the temple of falvation! Prayer is 
«* preferable to fieep!” 

.This Exzan is repeated five times 
a day; and five times it puts in mo- 
tion all thofe people who profefs the 
religion of Mahommed. At the mo- 
ment when the voice of thefe Muezzxins 
is heard, every Mufulman, of whatever 
age, rank, or condition, abandons his 
labor or amufement, in order to fay 
his prayers; and this duty is perform- 
ed in the mofques, houfes, fhops, ware- 
houfes, markets, public walks, and, in 
fhort, in every place whatever. Thofe 
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who have never been in Turkey, can 
only have an imperfect icea of the 
conitant and fcrupulous attention which 
men and women, young and old, rich 
and poor, prieits and laymen, pay to 
this duty of thefe five Namez. One 
would almoft fay that this immenfe 

ion formed only one religious fo- 


very day, minifters and great offi- 
cers of ftate may be feen laying down 
their pens, and fufpending their mot 
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important occupations, in order to, 
proitrate hendetees on the carpet, an 
to offer up a prayer, in the middle of 
the apartment where they tranfact bu- 
finefs, even when furrounded by a 
crowd of officers. When the matter 
of the houfe has finifhed his Namez, he 
generally refigns his place to the moft 
diftinguifhed among them, who, in 
fucceiuon, perform this duty. People 
of a very inferior rank retire to an- 
other apartment. 


\ 


LETTER written spy a FRENCH GENTLEMAN at EDINBURGH, 
CONTAINING THE CHARACTERS ‘of some or tue SCOTCH 


LITERATI.* 


Fesruary 7, 1786. 

SIR, 

Would have returned an anfwer 

to your kind letter much fooner, 
had I not been defirous of acquiring 
ampler information, refpecting the 
different queftions which you afk me; 
but notwithftanding all my endea- 
yours, I can only give you a faint 
fketch of what you wifh to know, I 
hope, however, to beable to finifh it 
during my refidence here; and when 
that feafon arrives, in which men of 
letters will be lefs engaged, and more 
acceflible. 

I have been introduved to Dr. 
Adam Smith, by Dr. Black*, one of 
his intimate friends ; the latter has the 
character of Fontaine, united to the 
genius of Stahlt+. 1 mentioned your 
propofal to Dr. Smith; he received 
it with much politenefs and attention : 
but anluckily the plan of his Hiftory 
of Morality and Legillation, is as yet 
in its infancy. He does not know 
when his civil occupations, for he is a 
commiflioner of the cuttoms, will per- 


mit him to finifhit. I believe it will 
not be before four or five years ; with 
regard to. hs Hittory of Poetry, Elo- 
quence, Philofophy, and feveral other 
{ciences, it may, perhaps appear. in 
the courfe of two 

To have accefs to the company of 
celebrated men in this city, is not fo 
eafy as you may imagine. It is very 
true, that to great talents, and cult- 
vated minds, they all unite an ami- 
able character, with much politenefs ; 
they are even hofpitable, and affable 
to acertain degree; but whether it 
be owing to pride, timidity, igno- 
rance of their own merit, or to that 
kind of referve, and love of liberty, 
which are the ufual effects of ftud 
and folitude, or laftly, to all thele 
caufes combined, they are for the 
moft part incommunicative ; they ap- 
pear attonilhed at the freedom with 
which a itranger attempts to fee them, 
and it is only aficr a long acquaint- 
ance that one can hope to infinuate 
one’s felf into their familiarity. Be- 
fides this, the greater part of them 


* The Editors of the Literary Magazine will not be anfwerable for the juftnefs of 
Bhe fentiments, nor the exaétnefs of the obfervations contained in this letter, It is 
tranflated from the French, as weil as the notes which accom: any it, and they give it 


to the public as they found it. 


+ Itis to Dr. Black, a celebrated Scotch chemift, that we are indebted for the 
difcovery of gaz, which has made chemiltry almolt a new feience. He is alfo authar 
ef the application of this difcovery to the grand theory of chemittry, that is to fayto 
thatof cauflicity and fatvration. He has proved by the mok decifive experiments, that 
lime and alkali lofe or acquire cautticity, in proportion as they are more or lefs fae 
wurated with gazeous fubitances, which he names. fixed air. 





+ A celebrated phyficiag of Berlin, author of the Sublime Theory of Phlogifton. 
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are really much-engaged during feven 
months of the year, when the claffes 
are open, and they take advantage of 
the five months vacancy to retire into 
the country. It is that time, as Ihave 
been told, that one muft choofe for 
forming an intimate conne¢tion with 
thofe who remain in town ; in general 
I have found great difference between 
the manner in which our literati, and 
thofe of other parts of Europe re- 
ceive ftrangers, and. that, in which 
they are received by men of Jetters in 
England. The latter feein to pay lit- 
tle attention to any thin, foreign to 
the heart, and would prefer the con- 
verfation of a worthy man with whom 
they are acquainted to that of a Frank- 
iin, or a Buffon; whilft the former, 
who are accuflomed to receive ftran- 
gers, rank amongeft thé fir virtues 
this uniyerfal hofpitality, and endea- 
¥our to. reward a foreigner for the fa- 
tigues cf his journey, by a cordial and 
freé intercourfe. In a vifit, which I 
made in my way to Dr. Priefiley, his 
firft words were, ‘‘ 1 have not the ho- 
“‘ nor of knowing you; are you ac- 
** quainted with any of ny. friends ?” 
Upon our replying, that we could not 
pafs without fhewing fome mark of our 
efteem, for one who fo juftly deferred 
it, he ‘remained confufed, without 
uttering a fingle fable, and it was 
not till the end of a quarter of an hour 
that we faw the gentleman, and the 
man of letters. The Scotch, it is true, 
are much more acceffible, without be- 
ing at bottom more communicative. 
yc fee, Sir, that I can only give 
you a very imperfect piture of thefe 
great men. ‘This fummer I fhall at- 
tempt to become more intimately ac- 
quainted with them, without offending 
their modefty, or intruding upon their 
folitude. In the mean time, the fol- 
lowing are the particulars I have been 
able to learn, either by my own obfer- 
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vation, or from their moft intimate 
friends. 

Dr. Fergufon® is at prefent very old 
and infirm; he fees no company, but 
through politeriefs ; a paralytical dif- 
order has deprived him of part of his 
bodily and intellectual faculties: he 
propefes, however, to publifh his courfe 
of leciures this year. Dr. Blairt has 
alfo refigned his profeffor’s chair, in 
order to enjoy the remainder of his old 
age amiéft a very {mall circle of friends. 
Loth thefe gentlemen have been fuc- 
ceeded by ycung men of great merit, 
who will probably furpafs their maf 
ters. Ihave alfeady begun to forma 
connection with them, and I hope, 
next year, to inform you more parti- 
cularly of their chara€ters. ‘The cele. 
braiéd Dr. Robertfont is the moft re= 
ferved of the whole; he was, formeri 
ly, as you know, minifer-of a country 
parith: his Hiftory of Scotland pro- 
cured him 4 living in Edinburgh ; and 
foon after, fome fermons of great me- 
rit taifed him to be principal of the 
univerfity, and profeffor of hiftory: hé 
read leftures ‘only for two years, and 
has obtained permifiion to give himfelf 
up entirely.to ftudy. Since that time, 
he has fpent his Ife among bocks and 
a very final] number of friends. Iwas 
introduced to him by our bifhop, I 
was much ftruck by his phyfSoznomy, 
in which Lavater, withoutdoubr, would 
have found the eyes of Thucydides, 
with the contour of Herodotus. He 
isin general, well made, announces a 
man of great charaGier, and is remark- 
ably intelligent and polite. The phy- 
fiognomy of Dr. Smith, announces 
more fimplicity and love of mankind : 
he has the forehead of Homer; eyes 
full of fire, and the lower part of his 
vifage greatly refembles that of Cre. 
billon the father, without any feve- 
rity: opennefs, good-nature, and inte- 
grity, appear in all his ations: I dined 


* Author of the Hiftory of the Roman Republick, which has been tranflated inte 
French, by Mr. Demeunier; and of feveral other important works 
+ Well known by his elegant Sermons ; the moraltty of which is fo pure, fo eafy, 


and confoling. 
tures on Rhetoric, and the Belles Lettres, 


He is alfo the author of an excellent work on Criticifm, entitled Lec 


¢ The Hiftory of Charles V. the Hiitory of America, and that of Scotlane, have rea~ 


dered his name too celebrated wot to be univerial'y known. 


with 
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with him lait week, and enjoyed the 
high pleafure of feeing genius conceal- 
ed under the character of an excellent 
father of a family, and an amiable and 
lively companion. Dr. Millar * does 
not refide here, but at Glafgow. There 
_ are here feveral other great men, whofe 
names have not yet pated into France; 
fuch as the author of the Man of Feel- 
jngt; and of the Man of the World; 
Dr. Blacklock, and Dr. Cullen,t 
With regard to your enquiry, re- 
fpecting a young man who might be 
induced to come hither, I ‘can give 
you the following plain anfwers. Firft, 
t is very difficult, as you fee, to get 
accefs to men of letters; confequently, 
it would be risking a journey, to come 
hither with that intention, Secondly, 
Living here is exceedingly dear, and 
not very agreeable. Thirdly, ‘This 
aniverfity is, principally, a fchool of 
phyfic; and, without doubt, it is, at 
prefent, the firft in Europe. ‘This art 
is much refpected.in England: many 
of the younger fons of great families 
ftudy it; and the srételios, jealous of 
their dignity, require a large fum for 
admiffion to their lectures, to prevent 
people of no education from attending 
them. On this account the affluence 
of the ftudents has transformed this 
univerfity into a {chool of phyfick, and 
the profeffors chairs into lucrative 
places; except the le¢tures read’ by the 
profefloss of phyfick, philofophy, and 
mathematicks, which are connetted 
with medicine, there are only three 
others, which could induce a young 
man to come hither: thefe are thole 
on moral philofophy, the belles lettres, 
and hiftory ; but, as thefe even, though 
excellent, and, perhaps, perfect, in 
their kind, are only elementary, they 
could-be of no fervice to the perfon 
you mention. They are intended only 
to complete the education of the young - 
phyficians who ftudy here, If your 


young man be intended for this pto- 
feffion, I would advife him, by all 
means, to undertake the journty;. for 
I muft own, that I myfelf am far from 
re ning that I viliced Edinburgh. 

fides the beft profeffors, in Europe, 
we have here, firft, a magnificéht hof- 
pital, to which we may go at all times, 
Where we receive Clinical “lectures, 
atid where, among others, we have two 
halls fet apart for experiments on diffi- 
cult cafés; by which means We may 
a¢quire, in the fpace of two or three 
years, more experience than a prac- 
tice of almoft twenty years could give 
us. Secondly, learned focieties of eve- 
ty kind: the firft, and that‘upon the 
model of which all the teft have been 
formed, is the Royal Society of Me- 
dicine: it reckons among its mtm- 
bers all the profeffors here, and the 
moft celebrated of other nations; in 
France, Mr. de ld Séne, and Vicq. 
d’Azyr. ‘The mémbers hold their 
meetings every Saturday, from four 
in the afternoon till one or two in the 
morning. Each member is obligéd to 
give, in turn, the hiftory and curé oF 
ome diforder; a philofophical or me- 
dical queftion, and a commentary up- 
on one of the Aphorifms of. Hippo- 
crates. Thefe papers are examined 
with a decency, an order, and depth 
of judgment, worthy of this nation. 
You may well imagine, that I have 
ufed my endeavours tobe admitted into 
this fociety: I had that honor laf 
month. Nothing can be better plan- 
ned than this inftitution ; the advanta- 
Bes refulting from it, appear to me to 
9¢ equal to all the other refources of 
the country taken together. 

I 4m much obliged to you, for inte- 
refting yourfelf fo much in my happi- 
nefs, and enquiring fo particularly re- 
{pecting my fituation. My manner of life 
has a great refemblance to that of the 
people whofe chara¢ters [have attempt- 


* Weare indebted to him for an excellent Treatife on the Origin of the Diftin@ion 
ef Rank inSociety. It bas been tranilated into French, by a gentleman of diltinguifhed 


ab:lities. 


+ This work has been tranflated into French, by Mr. Saint-Ange. 


} Mr. Bouquiilon hat jul now tranflated 


his. Phifiology 
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to delifieate. I every day ftudy that 
feience to which I have devoted my- 
felf, without negleéting thofe, which, 
though not direétly conneéted with it, 
may contribute towards the cultivation 
ofthe mind. I vifit fome of thofe great 
men whom J have mentioned, and 
fometimes make my appearance at 

lays, balls, concerts, an public affem- 

lies, that I ray not become altogether 
aclown. I fhould have great pleafure 
in relating to you the particulars of 
my journey hither from London, along 
the weftern coaft of the ifland; I made 
a fhort ftay in fome of the moft confi- 
derable places; fuch as Briftol, Bir- 
mingham, Mancheiter, Liverpool, and 
Carlifle: but the limits of a letter will 
not permit me to enter into any detail. 
I hall only venture to make fome ob- 
fervations on the diftinguifhing charac- 
terifticks of the three nations, which 
my refidence here has given me an op- 

ortunity of knowing. ‘The contraft 
ota Dover and Calais, is, in every 
refpect, fo great, that one would almott 
imagine one’s-felf tranfported to the 
other end of the globe ; this difference 
vanifhes as you approach Scotland, in 
which many traces may be found of its 
ancient intercourfe with France. The 
Englith, thofe who are properly fo 
called, appeared to me to be lefs po- 
lifhed than either the Irifh or the 
Scotch; and, in this refpet, more than 
two centuries behind us. Fond of order 
and neatnefs, preferring the folid to 
the brilliant, convenience to delicacy, 
and abundance to voluptuous enjoy- 
ment, they have fomething favage and 
unfociable, and, if I may be a ee 
the expreflion, fomiething difagreeable 
and ftiff, which appears difgufting.* 
The Scotch, on the Slesieeaie are af- 
fable and engaging; mild, yet irafci- 
ble, at the faine time; fly and ingeni- 
ous, and fond of the arts, and of luxury. 
The women are well made, exhibit 
much tafte, and have received, as if 
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by ttadition, from their conneétion 
with us, a peculiar turn, which gives 
them a great refemblance to the ladies 
of France. Nothing furprized me 
more, than to find here, at the affem- 
blies, the fame manners and the fame 
drefles as I had left at Paris; The 
Englifh women are, in general, very 
pretty; their melancholy air, their long 
flowing hair, without any other orna- 
ment than the charms of nature, and 
their —— and paftoral drefs, all an- 
nounce the heroines of romance. The 
Irith feem to hold a middle place be- 
tween the two nations: they are mote 
communicative than the Englith, often 
even infinuating and intriguing, and 
more rude and noify than the Scotch. 
We have here a great number of indi- 
viduals of four nations, Englith, Ame- 
ricans, Scotch, and Irifh; but it is 
very eafy to diftinguifh them on the 
firit view, as well as by their dialect. 
Pride of character, vigor of body, a 
bold and imperious gait, announce 
the Englifhman, ‘The Irifhman, moré 
pliant, yet rude at the fame time, thews 
that he has a defire to rule, and to fotm 
factions, The Scotchman, cunning 
and fhrewd, makes his advances by 
giving you to underftand, that he 
wifhes to be paid in return; he is not 
fo proud as an Englifhman, but more 
impatient of an infult. The Ameri- 
can is extremely mild, and partakes 
much of the French charaéter. [intend 
to devote one part of the next vacancy 
toatour through Scotland,and the other 
to ftudy, aad the company of fome of 
our men of letters. t have engaged 
Dr. Smith to correfpond with you, if 
you defire it, until his work fhall be 
ready to appear. When [have finifhed 
my medical career, I propofe to return 
by the eaft to London, and to pafs 
the winter there, in order to complete 
myfelf in the different branches, and 
to get more infight into the manners 
and character of the Britifh nation. 


* The author muft undoubtedly here {peak of the rabble, or lower clafles of the 


people, 
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origin in the Eaft. The Indians, 
ebrews, Perfians, and Egyptians 
colleéted and preferved writings of 
this kind ; and ithas been believed, that 
the dread of defpotic power firft in- 
duced eaftern writers to convey in- 
ftruction under the veil of allegory ; 
but this opinion feems to be ground- 
lefs ; for were that the cafe, we fhould 
be under the neceflity of believing 
that. there have been defpots every 
where, which would be contrary to 
hiftorical truth. It is more natural 
to think that allegory is the produc- 
tion of oriental climates, as philofo- 
phy is that of the northern. We find 
évident marks of the eattern ftyle and 
manner of writing inthe facred fcrip- 
tures. Jotham, the fon of Gidecn, 
fhewed the people of Shechem the fault 
which they had committed by choof- 
ing Abi:nilech for their king. Joafh, 
King of Ifracl, being defirous of con- 
founding Amaziah, King of Judeh, 
who had defeated him in combat, told 
him that the thiftle of Lebanon, 
withing tc efpoufe the daughter of the 
cedar, was trod under foot by the 
beats of the ficld. Neither Joafh nor 
Jotham, without doubt, were def- 
pots; they expreffed themfelves in 
fuch words as were neceflary to a 
ple whofe wifdom was concealed 
in parables, enigmas, hicroglyphics, 
apologues, and fables. 

In oriental apologues three things 
principally feem to be required,—bre- 
vity, moral, chaftnefs, and charac- 
feriitic allufions, which the authot of 


I’ is well known that fable had its 





the Thoufand and One Nights hav 
not always obferved. The author of 
this new collection, however, feems 
to have paid more attention to thefe 
objects. His tales are not too long 
or tedious, his moral is good, and the 
fubje& is, in general, founded upoa 
fome known maxim, and upon what 
Efop and Phedrus have acknowledg- 
ed to be common proverbs, ex- 
preffive of wifdom and notions uni- 
verfally received. To allufions and 
national chara¢ter, the author feems 
not to have been fo attentive as he 
ought. His metaphors are fometimes 
well chofen, his expreffions are oftep 
happy; but we could have wifhed 
that his tales had contained more va- 
riety, and been of a little livelier caft. 

In the preliminary difcourfe, we 
find the following account of the dif- 
ferent charatteriftics whieh diftins 
guifh the oriental literature. 


The firft works which are put into our 
hands, in our youth, initiate us into the 
fecret of that pomp and Afiatic exaltation, 
which, in the books of Mofes, David, 
Ifaiah, and Baruch, are confounded with 
the fi:blime; and if the wifdom of our 
inftructors did not take care to counteract 
their feducing allurements, by checkin 
the imaguiation, confining it by rules, an 
by fetting before us the moft finifhed mo- 
dels of Greece and Rome, all our young 
people would be orientals. 


But this ftyle, peculiar to the Eaft, 
is not the fame among all the people 
who inhabit it; there, as well as in 
Furope, every nation has its diftin« 
guifhing genius. 


Under the ardent beams of a fcorching 
fun, the fenfes and organs of the Indian 
feemto be formed for pleafure. Early 
encxvated by voluptuous enjoyment, his 
genius evaporates in the languors of love ; 
and {till young, the Indian furvives him- 
felf. Inhis ftyle, therefore, there is no 


cleyaéea, no depth, but all the beauties of 


foftnels, 
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foftnefs, often even the delightful irregu- 
larity ofnature; his flights are not cha- 
raéterifed by boldnefs ; h:s metaphors are 
few, and want ftrength ; and his deferip- 
tions are deftitute of brillancy. An In- 
dian writes as one ought to write to Sy- 
baris. 


How different muft the Perfian li- 
terature appear in the account which 
our author gives of it. A chara¢ter 
of more reflection and exaltation, ac- 
cording to him, prevails among the 
Perlians. We mutt confefs it is very 
difficult to tind thefe two qualities 
united. Perhaps we do not properly 
underftand this thought, and, per- 
haps, the author, when he wrote, 
had his imagination a little warmed 
by his prepofleffion for his dear Per- 
fians, 


There, adds he, nothing can equal the 
beauty and richnefs of the . rhythm. 
There we find the graces of Athens, fome- 
times the precifion of Sparta aaited to the 
fpirit of Rome. It is there that poetry 
difplays all its luxuriant richnefs; where 
nature reigns, where genius difdains the 
rules of art : in a word, the Perfian may 
be called the Spanifh of the Eatt. 


Without this laft obfervation, the 
picture might feem a little too flatter- 
ing ; but we cannot deny that it fhews 
great ability in the hand which drew 
it. Of the Arabian poetry the au- 
thor fpeaks in the following manner : 


If poetry, fays he, is not the offspriag 
of Heaven ; if we muft feck for its origin 
upon the earth, what other country than 
Arabia can difpute the honor of its birth ? 
Among what people, indeed, is imagi- 
nation, the mother of poetry, more fertile 
and aétive ?—that fublime and heavenly 
faculty which aggrandizes man, enlarges 
the boundaries of the world, and to ufe 


-the celebrated expreflion of an orator, 


who is fometimes a poet, makes a fecond 
nature {pring forth from the bofom of 
nature. Nowhere has the mind more 
flights, or the foul more fire and enthu- 
fiafm ; no where will we find more of 
that beautiful diforder which difplays the 
genius of nature ; and no where more of 
thofe happy deviations from art, which 
are always dreaded by timid mediocrity, 
and which great talen.s alone are capable 
of making. Sometimes it is fentiment, 
which, under the penof Mahomet, grows 
warm and impetuous, and paints itfelf 
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with thofe glowing colors which ate fo 
ready to fix the attention of the reader, 
to plunge him into the ravifhing tran{f- 
ports of. admiration; which aflembles 
images and comparifons, tropes and hy- 
perboles, which gives new life to com- 
moyexpreilions, aud creates, in the mo- 
ment of enthufrafm, exprefhons full of fie; 
fometimes the tender modulations of 
piealure, the foft accents of fenfibility, 
{till inthe charms of youth, in the extacy 
of happinefs ; femetimes a tiffue of alle- 
gory, which, under feigned chara€ters, 
conceals real perfonages; where morality, 
difguifed under an agreeable veil, infinu- 
ates itfelf with more facility into the heart, 
like that falutary draught which feems to 
have loft its bitternefs when a prudent 
hand has covered with honey the brim of 
the veffel which contains it; fometimes, 
in fhort, a narration of ftriking and natue 
ral events, humorous or pathetic, which, 
in turn, amufe and engage, deride the auf- 
terity of wildom, or agitate the foul in 
tle noft agreeable manner, 


The author's fentiments of the 
Arabian ‘Tales may be colle&ed from 
the following paffage : 


Where do we find but inthe Arabiaa 
Tales, that fecret of captivating the mind 
through whole volumes, by ingenious fic- 
tions, of rendering them interefting, of 
producing heroes, whom we with to imi- 
tate, of fufpending and continually de- 
laying the conclufion by unfulpeéted, and 
yet natural events, and of every moment 
deceiving our curiofity, to give it a new 
incitement, and of holding the whole 


foul in that delicious anxiety which re- 
‘ 2 


fults from the conteft of hope and fear ? 

Taken together, thefe tales have, 
in the Arabic, the title of the Eleven 
Days; but all that wecan fay of their 
connexion is, that they follow one ano- 
ther as the days, that is, thev have 
not the leaft refemivance. The au- 
thor, thercfore, has taken care to 
give them feparately, uniting only 
thofe which had a relation one to ano- 
ther. 

The principal tale is entitled the 
Hittory of Mel ch{chab and Scha-Ka- 
down: the latter is the beloved niece 
of the Sultan Solevman. Charouck 
falls in love with her, and fhe foon 
marries him; on which account his 
brother Belhevan, a cruel and barha- 
rous man, becomes defperately jealous. 
This monfter attempts to affailinat 
3K2 
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in its cradle the fir fruits of the 
love of Schah-Kadoun ; luckily the 
wound given the child does not prove 
mortal ; but Charouck, aztacked by 
the fame hand, does not efcape death. 
Belhevan faved himfelf by flight from 
punifhment, and from the indigna- 
tion of Soleyman, who died after 
having given his niece to a Greek 
Prince, and left, as heir to his do- 
minions, young Meleck Schah, the 
child who had efcaped from the dag- 
ger of Belhevan, but whom the new 
fpoule of Scha Kadoun believed to be 
dead. ~ Upon this circumftance, the 
whole plot of the ftory depends. 
Meleck-Schah, dethroned by Belhe- 
van, is forced to become a wanderer ; 
heis expofed to many misfortanes, 
and goes through many adventures 
unknown to his mother, who wanted 
nothing to complete her hapinefs up- 
on the throne but the prefence of her 
fon. Policy not permitting her to 
jet the King, her hufband, know 
thet he was fill in being, fhe fends 
the faithful Gazel to enquire into his 
fituation. This honeft fervant,-after 
having long fought for him without 
fuccefs, at length perceives on the 
road a young man fleeping under a 
tree, with all the appearance of in- 
digence and dijftrefs; this is the un- 
happy Prince. Having fallen in with 
a band of robbers, they are both 
bound hand and foot and thrown into 
adeep well. The Greek King, who 
was hunting in the neighbourhood, 
hearing their cries, haftens to their 
affiftance, relieves them, and recol- 
leéts Gazel. The latter had obtained 
permiilicn to quit Greece, but under 
pretence of goinginto the ancient ter- 
ritories of the Queen, to fearch fora 
treafure, of which no one elfe had 
any knowledge ; he excufed himfelf 
for not bringing back the treafure, 
bv faying it had been taken from him 
by robbers, and he makes Meleck 
pafs for the fon of a nurfe, who had 
formerly been in his fervice. The 
King’s firft care was to tell his beloved 
fpoufe the adventure which had be- 
fallen him. The Queen’thinks fhe be- 
holds her fap, and the dyody abundance 
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of tears ; the real caufe of which the 
King does not as yet know. Not+ 
withitanding the precaution which 
fhe takes to conceal her tendernefs 
for the young ftranger, fhe is one day 
furprifed embracing him. ‘The Kin 
is, upon this, fired with jealoufy, an 
orders Meleck to be fhut up in a 
frightful prifon. 

The day of punifhment arrived, 
when, fearing lett he might be guilty 
of an att of injuftice, the King enquir- 
ed of the Queen who the young flran- 
ger was, and having learned the ftory 
of his birth, he endeavors to make 
him amends for all his misfortunes, 
by declaring him his heir, 

Such is the foundation of this ftory, 
which on account of the different in- 
cidents that occur in it, muft be read 
with pleafure. From the number of 
its’ principal epifodes, it has been 
named the Eleven Days. ‘The author 
very judicioufly has detached them 
from the body of the work, to which 
indeed they have little relation: each 
has its proper moral, that of the fol- 
lowing tale will fpeak for itfelf. 

Beckrad might have been ranked 
among good princes, had the quali- 
ties of his heart been feconded by ta- 
lents and ability. One day, while on 
a hunting party, an arrow fhot at 
random {truck the prince on the ear, 
amd cut it entirely off. Young Be- 
trou, whofe birth was unknown, had 
difcharged this arrow in a thicket, 
which prevented him from feeing the 

rfon whom he had wounded. Feing 
immediately feized, Beckrad was de- 
firous of forgiving him, but in com- 
pliance with the requeft of his bafe 
courtiers he condemned him to die, 
The unfortunate youth, however, ob- 
tained leave to fpeak. 


‘© My Lord," faid he, ‘* pardon acrime 
8 which I call heaven to witnefs, wag 
*© the effcé of error, and not of inténtion. 
“* No one ever yet repented of being hu- 
‘¢ mane and merciful. Who knows finte 


** fortune is fo inconflant, whether yoy 
“ will not qne day be happy in havin 
‘ fhewn an example of sorgivene 
““'Yes,’* replied Beckrad, ‘ I forgive 
“ thee ; may the pardon J grant, never 
be forgotten |” 
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- Ir-was not indeed forgotten. Be- 
trou received an account of the death 
of the King his father ; he had left as 
his fucceffor another of his fons, who 
was as yet but a weak boy, of a vi- 
cious difpofition, and difliked by his 
fubjects. 

On this news Betrou efcapes from 
the territories of Beckrad, arrives in 
his own country, and makes himfelf 
known. He is received with tranf- 
port, and proclaimed King. sHis 

nefs and wifdom procure him 
univerfal efteem. One day as he was 
adminiftering juftice according to 
cuftom, a ftranger accufed of homi- 
cide was brought before him. He 
condemned the criminal to death, but 
being unwilling to precipitate his ex- 
ecution, he fent the unhappy man to 
prifon, until his crime fhould be more 
fully inveftigated. 


The prifoner having perceived a bird 
which was going to perch upon the win- 
dow, feized through diftraétion a ftone 
that Jay near him, and threw it with fuch 
violence as to kill the bird, and wound 
the King in the head, who at that time 
happened to be walking in the neighbour- 
hood of the prifon. The King fainted 
by the blow, and it was foon known 
from what hand it had proceeded..—The 
unhappy prifoner is conveyed to the gal- 
Jows.—Betrou being prefent at the exccu- 
tion, obferved that the criminal wanted an 
ear. Without doubt, faid he,his ear has been 
cut off for fome other crime.—** Prince,’’ 
replied the ftranger, ‘* behold a monarch 
§* who was long happy, and perhaps too 
** fortunate to be fo always.—I was a 
“* King, when an arrow from the hand 
$* of one of my fervants, deprived me of 
“* that ear which 1 now want; like me 
** the author of this misfortune was in- 
** nocent, and I fhould have pardoned 
«* him, had he even been guilty.’’—‘* You 
** are King Beckrad,’’ cried Betrou, em- 
bracing him. ‘ It is I who was that fer- 
** vant whom yoy pardoned. You fee, 
“* Prince, a good aétion is never without 
§* its reward.’’ 

Beckrad then fatisfied the curiofity 
of his generous friend, by relating to 
him his adventures, and by convint- 
ing him of his innocence with regard 
to the musder for which he had been 
arrefted. ‘The two princes returned 
thanks to Providence, and: that day 
was a feftiva] to the whole nation, 
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The lat fiGion is a tale entitled 


Aboufaber, or Patience. The pati- 
ence of Aboufaber, who lived in the 
the country among his numerous 
flocks, was put to very great trials. 
He was accufed of murder, his goods 
were confifcated ; he was driven from 
his home, and robbers carried away 
his children. Having retired a little 
from the highway, to take a view of 
the country into which he had fled, 
he defires his wife to repofe herfelf a 
little until he fhould return. In the 
mean while a horfeman comes upon 
er and éarries her away ; but fhe ob- 
tained liberty to write upon the fand 
the following words: ‘ Adieu Abou- 
“ faber, you have no longer a fpoufe; 
** remember that you are the moft 
** patient of men.” When Aboufaber 
returned and read thefe words, he in- 
deed, continued patient as before, and 
having no other refource againft want 
but his hands, he offered to labor 
among other workmen at a palace, - 
which the King of the country was 
conftructing. One of his companions 
happening to break a leg, ‘* have pa- 
tience,” iaid Aboufaber ; ‘* were we 
** at the botton of a well, patience is 
*€ capable of drawing us from it to 
** place us on the throne.” The King, 
who came every day to animate the 
workmen by his prefence, was there 
while Aboufaber was making an elo- 
gium upon patience. This good man 
appeared to be a fingular character, 
and being defirous of putting his pa- 
tience to the proof, he gave order to 
his officers to throw him into a dry 
well extremely deep, which might 
ferve as akind of prifon. ‘* Let us 
“© fee,” faid he, * the wonders of pa- 
tience, and to exercife this man’s 
a little, let him have only two fmalt 
cakes a day.” Aboufaber fuffered 
himfelf to be conducted to the well 
without faying a word. This King 
was a tyrant, who had caufed his bro- 
ther to be thrown into the fame pri- 
fon, and no one knew that he had 
there perifhed. What was the confe- 
quence? the people revolted againft 
oppreffion ; they maffacre the tyrant 
and-his guards, and with to place his 
brother 
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brother upon the throne. When they 
went to the prifon they fee only one 
man, who was fo disfigured by pale- 
nefs and rags, that no one knew him. 
It was in vain for him to proteft, that 
he was no relation to the King, they 
would not believe him. In fhort, they 
convey Aboufaber in triumph to the 
palace,where he wasfolemnly crowned, 
and foon after he recovered his wife 
and children. “* It is then by the 
s* hand of Providence,” faid he to 
himfelf, “« that from the bettom of a 
*¢ well I mount to a throne; may 
*< my example teach the man who 
fuffers, that the evils with which it 
pleafes God to atic us, are only 
** proofs to try whether we deferve 
* Lapinels.” 

Thefe tales are followed by fome 
mifcellanies of oriental literature, con- 
fitting of anecdotes, fhort ftories, 
amorous fragments, detached thoughts, 
war fongs, proverbs, &c.* In thefe 
anecdotes and ftories there are fome 
excellent maxims. We fhall give a 
few, as examples. 


Lid 


Moftaffem,. one of the moft celebrated 
Kaliphs of the race of the Abaflides, had 
jut finifhed his palace at Samarah ; the 
confiruétion of which had confumed im- 
menfetreafures. While the nobles of his 
Court were contemplating with admira- 
tion the magnificence of a monument fu- 
perior to all praife, the Kaliph remarked 
anold man at a little diftance from the 
reft, who feemed to be loft in profound 
meditation : he went up to him, and hav- 
img enquired the fubjeé of his refleétions, 
Alas! replied the philofopher, fighing, 
I think that the /ar/ar, that is to fay, the 
wind of death, will find its way through 
it, as it does through every thing elfe. 

Royalty would be a fine thing, faid 
Cofroes,if it endured always. If it continu- 
ed always, it would not have come to us. 
OF four things we ought always to be ful- 
picious ; of the friendfhip of the great ; 
of the carefles of a woman; of the com- 

liments of a rival; and of the heat of the 
un during winter: none of thefe are 
permanent. 


Various fhort ftories precede the 
amorous fragments taken from differ- 
ent Arabian authors. ‘The firft frag- 
ment appeared tom: to be full of fire 
and luxuriamec. Detached thoughts 
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and elegies follow thefe fragments. 
The adages which are added are not 
common, nor is their morality tri- 
vial. 

A man of learning is in his country what 
gold is inthe crucible, which purifies it. 
Nothing can filence hope but death. Eve- 
ry day of one’s life isa page of one’s hiftory 
The firit degree of paffion is folly; the 
laft is repentance. When a man becomes 
a King, he has no longer friends ; when 
he becomes envious, he has no longer re- 
pofe ; and when he becomesa liar, he has 
no longer credit.— Hope not to reap where 
you have not fown.—A little gall is fuffi- 
cient to fpoil much honey.—A great man 
is a mark againft which the fhafts of envy 
are levelled. 


The poetic fire which breathes in 
the fongs of victory, required fome 
alfo in the tranflator. 


Doft thou hear the clarions, doft thou 
hear the found of the trumpets that invite 
usto battle? Rejoice thou, and fhake 
off the duft of peace. Come, itis in bat- 
tle that one can fhew whether one be a 
man, Is it the great ftature of thy ene- 
mies that ought toftrike thee with terror ? 
as if fize of body were a proof of ftrength. 
It is the heart and not ftrength which 
makesagiant. Is it their number that in- 
timidates thee? Doft thou forget that 
the meek pigeon produces feveral young at 
one time, while the hawk produces only 
one ? What doft thou then fear ? Is it 
death ? The fword of the enemy does 
not feek the hero who waitsfor it ; but it 
has wings to overtake the coward in his 
flight. Where is he—where is the terrible 
enemy who threatened us? He has fled, 
and we only remain in the field of battle. 
Though that proud nation forget who they 
are, believe me they will never forget 
what we have fhewn ourfelves to be. It 
is now that we can number them: they 
are all dead all dead together. 





This volume is terminated by letters 
upon the Arabian literature; which 
evidently fhew, that the Abbé has read 
all thofe authors who have colleéted the 
works of ancient or modern fabulifts. 
The different characters of apologue, 
among the Greeks and the Arabians, 
are well defined and diftinguifhed. 
The author believes that Efop and 
Lockman are the fame perfon; but 
had he confulted the Alcoran, he 
would have found that the exiftence 


of Lockman is fixed by that facred 
book 

















book at the time of King David, or 
of Jofias, which does not agree with 
the reign of Croefus, at which period 
Efop flourifhed. The * ange’ which 
Plutarch gives us of Efop, is not the 
fame as that which has been handed 
down to us of Lockman, who rather 
refembles Bidpai, or Pilpay, and who 
rhaps may be the fame as that In- 
ie age. ‘The Italians have juft now 
publifhed a work, entitled Litteratura 
Turchefe, which, in a great meafure, 
fuppliesany deficiencies that the author 
of thefe New Arabian Tales may have 
left ; and which will ferve to convey 
very juft ideas refpecting the litera- 
ture and fciences, tranfmitted, to 
the Turks by the Arabians. We there 
fee that they are far fuperior to the 
opinion generally formed of them. 


Tasreau GENERAL DE L’EMPIRE 
Ornoman, Fc. A General View 
of the Turkifo Empire, divided into 
tewo Parts} one of which compre- 
bends the Turkifh Legiflature, and the 
ether the Hiflory of the Turkijb Em- 
pire: dedicated to the King of Scucden, 
by Mr. 
the Order of Wafa, Secretary to bis 
Majefly the King of Sweden, and for- 
merly Interpreter and Charge d’ Af- 
faires at the Court of Conftantinople. 
Paris. Vol. I. Folio. 324 Pages, 
with elegant Cuts. 





A VAST fcene is at prefent open- 
ed for fuch as may be fond of mark- 
ing the progrefs of thofe important 
political revolutions which may take 
place in the eightcenth century. As 
a modern writer has faid, with much 
energy, che prefent is big with futurity. 
This expreffion will naturally be ap- 
plied to the war in which the Turks 
are now engaged. Their empire, fome 
will tell us, is on the decline. Is the 
hour of its downfal then arrived? Can 
they. be initiated into thofe arts which 
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give their adverfaries fo great a fupe- 
riority over them? ‘The refolution of 
thefe queftions may be difficult, until 
we fhall be better acquainted with 
thefe people, and it plainly appears 
that thofe even who have had conti- 
nually intercourfe with them have 
been able as yet to form very imper- 
fect ideas refpecting them; that they 
have often confounded the maxims of 
their government with the paflions of 
their rulers, abufes with their laws, 
and particular facts with the general 
rules of their adminiftration. No 
nation is lefs communicative than 
that of the Turks. Religious preju- 
dices raife up between them and the 
other nations of Europe a barrier, to 
firengthen which many other acci- 
dental caufes concur. Hitherto, ex- 
cept the Turkith hiftory of Prince 
Cantemir, and fome fragments fcat- 
tered throughout different books of 
travels which have treated of the re- 
ligious legiflation of the Mahometans, 
we have no work upon the general 
code, on their manners and cuftoms, 
and on the annals of the empire, but 
fuch as are full ot error and uncer- 
tainty. ‘Thicugh the contradi¢tory 
accounts and opinions of writers did 
not prove this fact, it would evidently 
appear from reading the work of Mr. 
D'Ohffon.* , 

It has been conftantly affirmed, that 
the whole of the Turkith laws were 
comprehended in the Corar; but 
here we fee an immenfe code of re- 
ligious, civil and military laws, hi- 
therto unknown to European travel- 
lers, although for feveral centuries it 
has regulated the empire. If its laws 
therefore have efcaped thofe wha pre- 
tended to defcribe it, what opinion 
ought we to form of their judgment 
or accuracy ? How is it poffible that 
they fhouid nat have confounded the 
abufes of Adminiftration, with the 
principles of government ; prejudices 


* We muft except from the number of thefe erroneous authors two writers who 
penetrated into the genuine {piris of the Muffulman law, and the true chracter of 
the Turkith government; thefe writers are Mr. Voltaire, whofe judgment was fo 
acute, when not biaffed by prejudice, and Mr. Porter, the Britifh Envoy at Conttan- 


tinaple. 


With regard to Prince Cantemir, his work is a very fhort chronicle; be- 


fides, as he was difcontented with the Porte, he is not always impartial. 
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with do@rine, and neglect of the law 
with the law itfelf? 

In the inaccurate accounts which 
have been given us of the cuftoms, 
manners, and ceremonies of the ‘Turks, 
the end and origin of thefe cuftoms 
have occafioned a thoufand mittakes. 
A thorough knowledge of their legi- 
flation, worfhip, and hiftory, may 
enable us to account for thém; and 
what was before thought ridiculous, 
may perhaps appear then in a different 
point of view. If we with to be 
acquainted with the courfe of the po- 
litical viciffitudes of this empire, we 
mutt ftudy their caufes. We hall then 
be able to diftinguith that which was 
necefiary from that which was acci- 
dental; the work of particular cir- 
cumftances from the effects of funda- 
mental vices, and to difcover what 
semedy may be drawn from legiflation 
againit abufes. 

Every one, however, muft perceive 
the difficulty of making refearches 
into the laws, teligion, and hiftory 
of a nation fo referved as the Turks ; 
whofe dogmas and ignorance infpire 
them with contempt for ftrangers ; 
who are offended at their curiofity, 
and who confider the inveftigation of 
their cuftoms by an infidel, as a great 
profanation. Befides this, the reli- 
gious belief which feparates us from 
the Mahometans extends equally to 
fociety ; it is therefore very difficult, 
nay, almoft impoffible to procure any 
information, in a country where we 
can form no confidential connettions. 
Accefs to the great, to officers of 
ftate, and to men of law, who are the 
only depofitaries of fcience, is very 
difficuk. The language, the choice 
of books proper to be confulted, and 
the explanation which they require 
fill form new obftacles. Even after 
all thefe are furmounted, there {till 
remain our own prejudices which are 
much worfe, How many years are 
necellxry before we can triumph over 
the empire of our own cuftoms, 
be ina condition to pafsa juftjudgment 
upon manners abfclutely new to us, 
and to free ourfelves from thofe impref- 
fions which we have received in the 
midit of our fellow citizens? 


Mr. D'Ohffon was not under the 
influence of thefe prejudices, fince he 
was born at Conftantinople, and quit- 
ted Turkey for the firft time when 
above the age of forty. He had an 
opportunity of feeing every thing him- 
felf, and of ftudying oriental works. 
He has taken his details refpecting the 
public adminittration from memoirs 
of the mimifters, of officers in place, 
and of the heads of the different de- 

artments; who had fo much confidence 
in him, that they gave him extracts 
from their own regifters, which are 
ftill in his hands, and which are fuf- 
ficient vouchers for the truth of what 
he advances. ‘The officers of the pa- 
lace furnifhed him with chfervations 
eavetling the feraglio, the fultanas, 
and the imperial harem. It is well 
known that feveral of the flaves obtain 
their liberty after fome years fervice. 

This firft volume treats of the reli- 

ious code of the Tarks. ‘This part 
1s perhaps more important among the 
Mahometans than among any other 
people. The whole edifice of. the 
Turkith conftitution is built upon reli- 
gion; it is in quality of fucceffors to 
the caliphs that the fovereigns have 
the right of reigning: here the two 
{words are uael, and there is no dif- 
tinétion between the priefthood and 
the fupreme power. ‘The canonieal 
laws therefore are the fundamental 
political laws of the Mahometans ; 
laws the more facred, as they form 
the only titie which the fovereigns 
have to authority, and the only bonds 
which bind the people to obedience. 
The obligations proceeding from the 
theocratic code, receive from religi- 
ous enthufiafm a force infinitely i 
perior to the weak and changeal le in- 
fluence of opinion. ‘The refult is a 
defpotic government in the primitive 
fenfe of the word, that is to fay, an 
union of all the attributes of abfolute 
fovereignty in the hands of the depo- 
fitary of the caliphate, but by no 
means anarbitrary government; the 
rince commands and is obeyed, only 
by virtue of fixed laws, the reverfin 
or even the changing of which, ion | 
endanger both his throne and his ex« 
iftence. 
There 
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There is an univerfal code con- 
fidered throughout all the empire as 
a collection of religious laws, fup- 

rted by four boeks, which are the 
Pate and only fources of legiflation. 
nek four books are, Firit, The 

ourran, Vulgarly called the Alcoran. 
Secondly, the colleétion of prophetic 
laws, which comprehends all the words 
and a¢tions of the prophet. Thirdly, 
the oral laws of public and univerfal 
notoriety, beat they have been ge- 
nerally and equally known in the 
three firft ages of the Hegira. And 
Fourthly, oral laws of lefs public no- 
toriety. It is very extraordinary, 
that thofe nations who fend embatfia- 
dors to the Porte, have not hitherto 
had any knowledge of this code, 
which at prefent ferves inftead of 
canon law ; which is almoft the only 
book of jurifprudence obferved in the 
empire ; and which comprehends, 
with all the practice of exterior wor- 
fhip, the civil, criminal, moral, politi- 
cal, and military laws. Mr. D’Ohffon 
gives us this code in the moft natural 
order, accompanied with very curi- 
ous and extenfive obfervations. He 
indeed defcribes there with the great- 
ef minutenefs the charafter, manners, 
and cuftoms of the Turks. The re- 
ligious code is divided into three parts, 
viz. the dogmatic part, the ritual 
part, and the moral. This volume 
co eprenenes only the two former. 

Mr. D'Ohffon, fally matter of his 
fubjeét, has formed his plan with much 
judgment and precifion, Notwith- 
ftanding the prodigious variety of 
matter, he has claffed it in the great- 
eft order ; and this merit of order, fo 
rare at prefent, is the fureft proof of 
the abilities of an auth: r. 

In the courfe of a few pages, he 
traces out a view of the revolutions 

erated at different periods, and in 
different Mahoinetan ftates, by fchifms, 
controveriies, and religious difputes. 
Thofe fchifms which divided the ca- 
liphate, and delnged the Eaft with 
blood, have hitherto been a fource of 
hypothefes for the learned; but this 
author has cleared up thefe hiftorical 
‘ebfcurities, by unveiling in a few 


words, and with much correctnefs, 
the nature of the divifions which took 
place immediately after the death of 
Mohammed. ‘The moft celebrated of 
thefe herefies is that which at prefent 
feparates the ‘Turks and the Perfians. 
It was embraced by Schah Ifmael, 
founder of the family of the Sophis. 
Selim, who was then om the throne at 
Conttantinople, pat himfelf at the 
head of a powerful army, to combat 
the herefiarch; but before he under- 
took his expedition, he fent a letter, 
written by his own hand to Schah If- 
mael, which difplays in a ftriking 
manner the fpirit of the age, thé ori- 
ental ftyle, and the peculiar genius 
and the erudition of Selim, who was 
one of the heroes of the Ottoman 
race. 

After having reproached Schah If. 
mael with his impiety, his cruelty, 
and his profanation, he continues as 
follows. 


Inflamed with a defire of fecuring Muf- 
fulmanifm on one hand, and, on the other, 
of delivering from thy yoke the people, 
nations, and feeble creatures, who groan 
under the weight of thy impiety and ty- 
rannical oppreflion, we have refolved to 
lay afide our imperial ornaments, ta clothe 
ourtelves with a cuirafs, to unfold our 
banners, always fuccefsful and triumphant, 
to fet on toor our invincible armies, to 
draw our arms from the fcabbard of our 
wrath and indignation, and to march for- 
ward gur troops, whofe fabres give no 

uarter, whofe lances are pointed with 
den, and whole arrows can reach the 
enemy even in the conttellations of heaven, 
In confequence of this noble and firm res 
folution, we have taken the field ; we have 
alicady croffed the channel of Conftan- 
tinople, and, marching under the wings 
of the proteftion and affiftance of the Mott 
High, we hope foon to beat down the arm 
of thy wickednefs and tyranny, to expel 
from thy head thofe fumes of grandeur and 
hereifm which intoxicate thy brain, to de- 
liver the weak and oppreffed from the 
yoke of thy power, and to flifle thee in 
thofe clouds of flame and fmoke, which 
the conflagration of thy pcrverfe projects 
vomits forth on aH fides ; verifying in thy 
perfon the proverb, which fays, H+ who 
Jows thorns, muft reap only affliction and bitter- 
nefs, However, that we may conform te 
the {pirit of thelaw of our moft holy Pro- 
phet, we are defirous, before we come ta 
arms, to offer ee initcad of the {word 
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tHe facred Koran, and to éxhort thee to 
embrace the orthodox faith. It is for this 
reafon we write! thee this: Imperial |etter. 

Every man has a different natural ditpo- 
fition, and the human fpecies are like 
mines of gold and filver. There are fome 
men, whofe perverfe tempers form a‘fe- 
cond nature; thefe are negroes, whom 
one would in vain attempt to make white. 
There are others wha amend, and who fee 
their errors, and turn from them; but 
with them the evil has not taken too deep 
root, becaufe, being attentive to them- 
felves, they reprefs the vicious inclinations 
of nature. 

“We exhort thee, therefore, to examine 
thyfelf, to renovnce thy errors, and to 
march, with a firm ftep towards the way 
of falvation. But if, to’ thine own mis- 
fortune, thou perfifieft in thy deviations, 
thou dhalt foon fee thefe vait plains that 
are meng ander the hand of thy tyrauny 
and ufurpation filled with our tents, 
fhining with our ftandards, and covered 
by our victorious armies, There valour 
and intrepidity will be exercifed; and 
there will be accomplifhed thofe decrees 
determincd upon in the council of the 
Mott High, who is the God of armies, and 
the fovercign judge of the a€tions of men. 
Salvation be to him who follows the way 
of falvation. 


To this fingular letter, which is found 
in the ancient annals of. the monarchy 
compiled by the Maphty hiftorian, 
Sad ed din Effendy, the Schah Ifmael 
replied in a more laconic and lefs 
ftudied ftyle, but equally haughty and 
arrogant. The events of this firft war 
between the Orhoman Sunnys and the 
Perfian Schys, jaftified the tone af- 
fumed by Selim L every where vic- 
torious, and conqueror of Syria, Egypt, 
Mecca, and Medina. 

The article on predeftination is one 
of the mo important in this volume ; 
it demonitrates the falfiiy of the opi- 
nion of fome travellers upon this fub- 
jest. This dogma, according to the 
law which Mr. D’Ohffon relates, is 
exclufively applied to the fpiritual fate 
of man; the extending of it to tem- 
poral things is the work of prejudice. 
A few paffages felefted from the work 
will fet this matter in a very clear 
light. 

Fatalifm, among the Mahometans, is 
reduced to three gencra]l points. Firft, 
That predeflination concerns the {piritual 


ftate only. ‘Secondly, That it does noe 
comprehend all, but only a part of man- 
kind} predeflined, before their birth, to 
be among the’niimber of the cleét or the 
reprobated. Thirdly, That it has no re- 
lation with the moral, civil, or political 
ftate, becaufe in the principles of religion 
man is never deprived of his free will, 


Such is the opinion of the Muph- 
ties, and of all the dotors of the law. 
But notwithftanding thefe legal re- 
ftriions, a prevailing prejudice ex- 
tends the influence of fatalifm over 
civil and moral actions. ‘The people, 
vulgar minds, and fometimes the mo- 
narchs, are led away by it. Hence 
therefore proceeds that. ftate of le- 
thargic torpor, in which the Maho- 
metans live ; and the refignation with 
which they endure without too much 
examination, private misfortunes, and 
public calamities. 


Attributing every thing to the fuprente 
will of the Eternal, toa heavenly and in- 
vifible hand, which direéts imperioufly 
both the fteps of mortals, and the general 
courfe of the political body, they neglect 
the refources of reafon and torefight. 
This fatal opinion chains up the arm of 

overnment from purfuing thofe mea- 
Soies, which good fenfe and the exam- 
ples of other fates would diétate to pre- 
vent the too frequent ravages of fires, 
and that almoft continual fcourge the 
peftilence. ‘ 

The Muffulman who fees his whole 
fortune reduced to afhes, or carried away 
by the hand of rapine, the individual 
attacked by contagion, the mariner who 
perifhes at the bottom of a rock by jhe 
unfkilfulnefs of the pilot, and. the fick 
man who falls a viétim to the ignorance 
of an empiric, all fubmit to their un~ 


happy lot. 


The influence of this ruinous fyftem 
is not, however, always equaily pow- 
erful. Several of the chiefs, both of 
religion and the ftate, have been able 
to refift it. Omar gave this falutary 
example, by avoiding the peftilence: 
which was ravaging Syria, Bajazed 
II. and others, feopdeied by the prin- 


ciples af the law, and by the precepts 
and conftant practice of the four firft 
caliphs, had *the fame wifdom: it 
might have become general, as they 
combazed againft the contrary = 

ice, 


ju 
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qjudice, with the Alcoran in their 
hand. 


Nothing, befides, is fo oppofite to the 
dogma of fatalifn as the daily conduét of 
the Mahometans. Thofe even who adopt 
it in an abfolute manner, do not fail to 
have recourfe to the refources of art, 


{cience, intrigue, and prote@ion, to re- . 


medy their evils, to advance their for- 
tune, and fecond their ambition. The 
Caliphs and Sultans who have put to 
death fo many collateral princes, only 
with a view to prevent difturbance, or 
fecure the throne to their own children, 
have not furely confulted predeftination, 
when they pronounced their barbarous 
orders. 


There is another powerful caufe to 
fupport this prejudice, which the au- 
thor, points out and explains with 
much fagacity. It is not for want 
of light or reafon that we fo often 
dee minifters afcribe to the decrees of 
heaven the Jot.of empire in general : 
this pretence is the work of policy, 


Fatalifm fexves as a buckler againft the 
fury of the people in calamitous times, 
Wiilft on one fide it is careffed by weak 
and indolent minds, who make it a pillow 
upon which they may repole; on the other 
it ferves as powerful arms in {fkilful and 
vigorous hands, to execute without com- 
plaints or murmuring the projeéts of po- 
licy and ambition. Exalted minds, on 
the contrary, far from fuffering them- 
felves to be enchained by vulgar opi- 
nions, ufe it according to circumitances. 
Thefe prejudices therefore, however. fa- 
tal they may be, often produce happy ef- 
feds. They maintain and fupport the 
valour of the nation, and fometimes fe- 
cure the ftate from thofe convuifions, 
which are the ordinary confequences of 
public misfortunes. 


However this' may be, the falfe 
princi of fatalifm, the want of a 

m and permanent order of fuccef- 
fion, the Pad difcipline of the troops, 
and the faults of a conftitution badly 
framed and worfe managed, are the 
¢aufes which concur to fap the power 
of this monarchy, which is one of 
the’ greateft in the univerfe. , Super- 
ftitious opinions have been no lefs fa- 
tal to it, and have influenced the 
conduct and life of almoft all the 
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Sultans, as well as the general def- 
tiny of theempire. ‘The laft Sultan, 
Muftapha III. was not exempted from 
them, notwithitanding his natural 
fagacity, and the extent of his ge- 
nius. 


His a€tions and his enterprifes were all 
dire&ted, as one may fay, by the fecrets 
of judicial aftrology. One would fearcely 
believe, that during the laft war betweén 
the Porte and Ruflia, feveral of the dif- 
patches from Conitantinople to the Grand 
Vizir’s camp, turned only upon the 
kind influence of the ftars, and the days 
and moments pointed out by aitrologers, 
to plan operations, or to make difpofi- 
tions for attacking the enemy, or de- 
fending the ftate. It is {till ufual, and 
even confidered as a picce of facred eti- 

uette, at that court, never to bettow the 
ert dignities of the ftate, efpecially that 
of Grand Vizir, not to launch any fhip 
of war, “not to futter any fquadron det- 
tined to cruize in the Archipelago to 
quit Conftantinople, and never to lay the 
foundation of any public edifice, but upon 
Tuch days and at fuch moments as are 
prefcribed by the aftrologers. We mutt 
not however believe, that no Muffulman 
is free from this folly : enlightened minds, 
and people inftruéted in the canonical 
doétrine and law, openly defpife all thefe 
chimeras, cenhfure them with indignation, 
and never ceafe to repeat that aftrology is 
a falfe {cience, and that every aftrologer 


is a liar. 


Few parts of oriental hiftory have 
been hitherto wrapped up in more 
obfcurity’ than the rights, the-dynaf- 
ties, and the revolutions of the cadli- 
phate. ‘The Europeans even had no 
exact genealogy of thefe pontiffs, nor 
a geographical chart of their domi- 
nions, Sale, as judicious and well 
informed as he was, has committed 
great miftakes in this refpect, in his 
learned obfervations upon the Maho- 
metan religion. By confulting and 
comparing the only authentic fources, 
Mr. D’Ohfion has traced out with a 
fure hand, an hiftorical abridgement 
of the rapid elevation, decline, and 
downfal of. this immenfe monarchy, 
This part, which contains much know~ 
ledge in a: few pages, will ferve in 
fome meafure to explain all the reft of 
the work. We fee there, according 
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to the profound remark of the author, 
that 


”. WMahommed, who made of the Arabians 
~a warlike people, a nation of heroes, 


would have rendered his power more du- 
rable than that of the Romans, had he, 
in imitation of them, laid a foundation 
for fecuring his conquelts, by eftablithing 
a wife adminiftret:on ; or had his fuc- 
ceffors, purfuing his feps, followed the 
fpirit of his plan, and adopted the max- 
ims of the two firft caliphs, efpecially 
thofe of Omar, one of the greateft men 
that Alia has produced. 


The priefthood of the fucceffors of 
thefe four firft vigars of the prophet, 
having been conftantly confidered as 
an imperfect caliphate, the chiefs of 
the Ottoman family, in inheriting 
that fupreme dignity fince Selim 1. 
take only the title of Imans of the 
Muflulmans. Under thisdenomination, 
fixed by the law, they are fupreme 
pontiffs, as they are fovereigus ander 
that of Sultans. 

Religion having rendered thefe two 
powers indivifible, and fixed the unity 
of the commandment, it refults from 
it, Firft, that the Muffulman ftates 
can have no other but a monarchical 
eonftitution. Secondly, that the fo- 
vereigns ought to avoid all divifion 
or ddnimberinea: of their authority. 


ln confequence of thefe principles, all 
fovereigns who follow the four orthodox 
rites, are corfidered as fo many mem- 
bers united under the facerdotal authority 
of the Grand Signior, in quality of firlt 
Iman, and Vicat of Mohammed. Some, 
fuch as the Emperor of Moroceo, the 
princes of different cantons of Arabia, 
India, and the reft of the Eaft, acknow- 
ledge only his {piritual authority ; the 
reft, like the three regencies of Africa, 
render homage alfo to his temporal fo- 
wereignty. 

From this point of do&rine, more 
than from political confiderations, 
arofe the ftrongeft oppofition to the 
difmemberment of the Crimea, and 
the independence of its chief at the 
peace of Cainardje. ' 

The Turks have an exprefs law 
which forbids them from imitating 
foreign nations ia any thing. This 
Jaw relates w the practices of wor- 
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fhip,° but fanaticifm has given ® 
much greater extent : it compreherids 
every thing that relates to civil, mo- 
ral, and political order. 


Hence proceeds thofe falfe opinions 
which tyrannize over. the Mahometans, 
and prevent them from adopting any uflage 
foreign to their manners, or rather from 
employing any thing which is not the 
produdtion of the genius, arts, and {ci- 
ences of the Muffulmans. Thefe preju- 
dices on one hand prevent thofe maxims 
from being ufeful, and thofe difcoveries 
from being brought to perfeétion, which 
they have adopted already, and on the 
other intimidate the minds of the people, 
from making refearches among the other 
nations of Europe, to fee what ufeful 
hints they might fupply them with re- 
{pe€ting thofe reformations neceffary in 
the different parts of their government. 


According to the gbfervations of 
Mr. D'Ohffon, the greater part of the 
prejudices of which we have fpoken, 
are equally contrary to the fpirit of 
the Aleoran, and to the fpirit of the 
canonical laws ; which inclines us to 
think, that a reformation of the abufes 
of this empire is not abfolutely im- 
poflible. 


To reform the Othomans, nothing is ne- 
ceffary but a fuperior fpirit; a wife Suktany 
enlightened and enterprifng. The power 
which religion puts into Ris hands, the 
blind obedience to every thing proceed- 
ing from his authority which it pre- 
feribes to his fubjeéts, would render the 
enterprize lefs hazardous, and the fuccefs 
lefs uncertain. According to the text of 
the law, the fovereign has the right and the 
power to change at pleafure the f{prings of 
the civil and political adminiftration of 
the empire; and te adopt tuch principles 
as the exigencies of the times, particular 
circumfances, and the intereit of the 
ftate, might require Every thing de- 
pends, as we fee, upon the will of one 
perion. ‘Let 2 Mahommed II. a Selim I. 
or a Solyman I. again mount the throne 3 
Jet them be feconded by the powerful 
genius of a Khair’ud-din-Pafcha, of a Sie 
nan-Pafcha, of a Kupruli, &c, and let 9 
Muphty, animated by the fame zeal, and 
the fame fpirit, enter into their vicws; 
and let that chief of the Oulemas watch in 
concert with them, and turn to the good 
of his nation that influence which the dig 
nity of his office, and the opinion of the 
people, give him; we fhould then {ee thefe 
@tbomans, hitherto fo much cenccutred 
ia 
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sin themfelves, fo flavithly fubfervient to 
popular prejudices, keep up a more inti- 
mate connection with the Europeans, adopt 
their tactics and their militty fyftem, pur- 
fue new difcoveries, cultivate the arts and 
the fciences, eftablith their adminiftration 
upon different principles, and, in a word, 
abfolately change the face of their em- 
' pire. 


When this work is finifhed, it will 


entirely change the fituation in which’ 


we were with regard to the Turks. 
This view, difpofed in the cleareft me- 
thod, will be executed in a fuperior 
manner in every part, if the follow- 
ing volumes correfpond to the firtt : 


453 
and it appears that they will be ftill 


more curious, fince in that of which 
we have now given anaccount, thedog- 
matic prefents details inftructive 
and ofeful, but which have nor al- 
ways the merit of being Tye 

e author’s ftyle is pure and cor- 
rect, and this volume alone contains 
forty plates, executed by eminent ar- 
tifts. In thort, it may be eafily = 
ceived on the firft glance, that Mr. 
D’Ohffon has fpared neith:r labour 
nor expences, to render this mag- 
nificent work highly interefting and 


curious. 


BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 


An Account of the Perew Istanps, 
compofed from the Fournals and Com- 
munications of Capt. Henry Wilfon, 
and fome of his Officers, whoin Au- 
gu 1783, were fripwrecked there 
in the Antelope, a Packet belonging 
to the Honourable Eaft-IndiaCompany. 
By George Keate, E/7. F. R. 8. and 

‘ $. A. with Cuts, Nicol, London, 
1788. Quarto. 


(Concluded from page 132.) 


IN ourfecond number, we gave fome 
account of this interefting work, and 
of the reception which Capt, Wilfon 
and his crew met with from the hof- 
ape inhabitants of thefe iflands. 
We thall now proceed to a fhort de- 
{cription of them, and of the manners 
and cuftoms of the people. 

The Palos, or Pelew Iflands, are fi- 
tuated between the sth and oth degree 
of north ‘latitude, and between 130 
and 136 degrees of eaft longitude from 
Greenwich, and lie in a N. E, and 
5. W. direétion; they are long but 
narrow, of a moderate height, and 
fueh of them as Capt. Wilfon or his 
people had an opportunity of viewing 
‘were well covered with wood, 


At Pelew, the king was the fitft perfor in 
the government. He appeared to be confidered 
as the father of his people; and, although di- 
wetted of all degorations of reyalty, had every 


mark of diftin€tion paid to his perfon. His 
rupacks, or chiefs, approached him with the 
greateft refpect; and his common fubjetts, 
whenever they pafled near him, or had occa- 
fion to addrets him, put their hands behind 
them, and crouched towards the ground; even 
if they were paffing any houfe or place where 
the king was fuppofed to be, they humiliated 
themfelves in the fame manner, till they had 
got beyond his probable prefence, when they 
refumed their ufual mode of walking, On 
all occafions, the behaviour of Ara 
THULLE appeared gentle and, gracious, yet 
always fullof dignity; he heard whatever his 
fubjects had to fay to him, and, by his affabi- 
lity and condefcenfion, never fuffered them to 
go away diffatistied, This perfonage, however 
great he was held at Pelew, was not ynderitood 
by our people to poffefs a fovereignty over all 
the iflands which came within their know- 
ledge. 

As thefe people had but little property to 
create diffenfion, and no lawyers to foment 
animofity, it is probable that the immutable 
boundaries of right and wrong were perfectly 
underitood, and not often yiolated; whenever 
they were, tne offending party received the 
king’s cenfures, which expofed them to gent- 
ral fhame; a fentence, to uncorrupted minds, 
far more fevere than any penal inftitution. 

The king was always attended by a parti- 
cular chief, or rupack, who did not appear te 
poffefs any hereditary office. He was always 
near the king’s perfon, and the chief who was 
Arft confulted; but whether his office was re 
ligious, or ciyil, or both, our people could not 
learn with any certainty. He was not confi- 
dered asa warrior, nor ever bore arms, and had 
only one wife ; whereas the other rupacks had 
two. The Englith were never invited to his 
houfe, or introduced into it, although they 
were conducted te almoft all thele ef the other 


chiefs. 
The 
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The rupacks, to deferibe them ac- 
gording to/European notions, might 


he denominated nobles; they were-net “Dye of india, 


@ll of the fame degree, as appeared 
‘by the bone which they wore, and 
fome were,created whilit Capt. Wil- 
fon was -there. The principal ru- 
packs:generally attended the king, and 
were always ready to accompany -him 
pon any, expedition, with a number 
of canoes.and men,armed with darts 
and ipears, aud they were obliged to 
remain with him, till they had his 
permiffion -to, return home with. their 
dependants. With repard to the. pro- 
duce of thefe iflands, the author days, 
that every part of the ifland called Co- 
roona, of which Pelew was the capital, 
feemed to bear ftrong marks of in- 


duftry. and good cultivation. 


All thefe iflands, adds he, which our people 
faw, were well covered with trees of various 
kinds and fizes ; fome of them being very Jarge, 
as may eafily be conceived by their canoes 
made out of trunks, which, when of the largeft 
jdimenfions, were capable of carrying twenty- 
eight or thirty men. They had a great va- 
siety of timber trees; among which was no- 
ticed the ebony, .and a tree, that, being 
pierced, or wounded by agimblet, there ran 
from it a thick white liquid, of the confifience 
efcream. They bad alfoa {pecies of the man- 
chineel tree, in cutting down of which our 

ople ufed toget bliftered, and fwelled: the 
inhabitants pointed out-the caufe, faying, that 
it was owing to their, being fprinkled by the 
fap of this tree. This the natives reckoned 
among the unlucky trees, and advifed our peo- 
ple againft the ufe of it, But the moft fingu- 
Jar.tree noticed at Pelew, was one in fize, and 
an its manner of branching, not unlike our 
cherry-tree, but in its leaves refembling the 
goyrtic, its peculiarity was, that it had no 
back, having only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, 
though equally clofe in texture; the colour of 
the interior part being nearly that of. mahoga- 
ny, and, fo extremely hard, thet. few, of the 
tools which the Englith had could work it, 
the wood breaking their edges, almoft every 
moment; acircumftance, which very early,in 
the conftruétion. of their veilel, determined 
our, people azainft the ufe of it. They had 
alf>,the cabbave-tree; apd a tree whofe fruit 
nearly refembled.an almond, The carambola, 
andthe wild bread-fruit, called by the natives, 
giamall. Yams and cocoa-nuts, being, the 
chief articles of fuftenancey were attended to 
with the utmoft care :,the former were of the, 
grey mottled kind, the latter were in, large 
Plantations, affording both food and fhade, 
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The bettle-nut.they had in abundance, and 
made great ufe of it, though only when 
green, contrary to the pratiice of the peo- 

¥° never ufe it but when dry. 
They ,poffefled plantains and bananas, Se- 
ville oranges, and Jemons ; neither of thefe 
were in any confiderable quantity ; there- 


_fore only produced upon vilits, or accafiops 


of more than common ceremony.—This 
country produced fome fugar-cane, and 
great abundance of the bamboo}; likewife 
the turmeric, which the natives ufed asya 
dye, and with which the women ftained 
their fkins. They have ochre, both red 
and yellow, with which they paint their 
houfes and canoes. 


The Englith obferved no kind of 
grain in any of thofe iflands which 
they vifited, nor any quadruped, ex- 
cept fome wild rats of a brownith 
grey colour, which they found in the 


.woods, and a few half ftarved cats. 


As to birds ‘they faw plenty of cocks 
and hens, which though not domefti- 
cated, frequented the neighbourhood 
of the houfes and plantations; but 
what may appear fingular is, that.the 


-natives never thought of eating them 


till. Capt. Wilfon’s. people told them 
that they were excellent food. At 
the defire of Anna Tou tr, they:kil- 
led fome and boiled them, which the 
king thought fo good, that he fre. 
quently partook of them afterwards, 
Though the natives had not till this 
time made ufe of thefe birds as 
food, they had often eat'their eggs, but 
they did nofmuch relifh them when 


‘newly laid. Their greateft treat was 


when along with the egg, they could 
{wallow an imperfect chicken ; that 
they confidered as g luxury. 

In the woods are found abundance 
of pigeons. At the time of their 
breeding, the people of Pelew take 
the young from their nefts, and bring 
them up near their houfes, keeping 
them on a pide by one leg, 
and feeding them with yams. This 
bird is accounted a great dainty, and 
none but people of high rank. are 
permitted to eat of it. 

The fea around thefe iflands a- 
bounds with yariety of fith ; fome of 
them remarkable for the beauty of 
their colours, and. the sagseasy, of — 

' cir: - 
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their fhapes. ‘There ate aifo: plenty 
df thell fith, fuch as oyfters; mufcles 
and cockles, particulatly” the’ Kina 
éockle, for which the natives dive 
down’ fometimes fix or feven fiithom, 
and if the thell is*too large, ay ofteri 
happens, two of them’ ¢cnttive to 
bring it ‘ap between them. This’ fil 

*y commonly eat raw. 

he iflands of Pelew; whien feet 
from the fea, exhibit. high rugped 
land covered with wéod. ' ‘The inte- 
riot part is in many’ placés’ mout+ 
tainows, but the valleys’ afe extenfive 
and beaetiful, and fpread out into a 
variety of delightful profpécts. The 
foil in general is ricly, and produces 
abundance of grafs, which; as there are 
fo cattle to eat it, grows very! high, 
and is'fcorched' and burnt up by thé 
fon. The Englith obferved' no river 
at Pelew: all their fupplies of freth 
water were procured from fmall itreams 
and ponds, of which there were many, 

From the account given of the pro- 
duce of thefe iflands, it{may be veadily 
perceived,-that no luxury reiyhs: in 
them. ‘The people of Pelew kve 
therefore im a very frogal man- 
ner. /They have no falt, nor ,do 
they employ any fauce or feaion- 
ing to give a relifh to their-meat. 
Their drink is as fimple as their food’; 
and at meals they generally ufe the 
milk of the cocoa nut tree; they fel- 
dom drink water, ‘and indeed very 
little of any thing ; yet we ate told, 
that on vifits, or occafidnal rejoicings, 
they appeared. to relifh their, fweet 
drink, and fherber, the latter of which 
had only the addition “of fome juice 
of orange. 

The people of thefe iflands gene- 
rally rife at day-light, and as foon 
as they are. up both men and women 
go to bathe ‘in frefy water; they have 
feparate bathing places, and every 
man whofe’ bofinefs leads him near 
thofe fet apart for the women, is ob- 
liged to make fome fignal, by calling 
out, which if anfwered, by a female, 
he cannot go on, but mutt either turn 
afide, or wait till the women who are 
bathing have left the water. 

About eight o'clock is their hour 
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of Break faftitiy, after which if” there 
be a. council held, the King meets his 
chiéfs,.and the common people go to 
their different occupations; at noow 
they diné; and fup foon afier fun-fet, 
ufually retiring to reft'two hoursafter, 
Though this is their common way 
of:living, on. occafions of public re- 
joicing or fettivity, they will dance 
the greater patt of the of 
ftir acquaintangé with the ‘arts, out’ 
readers may be enabled to judge from 
the author's account of the manner- in 
which they build their houfes, 
Thett-houfes were ratted: ebouk three feet 
from the ground, placed on large ftoness 
which appearcd as if cut from the quarry, 
beinig thick and oblong: on thefe pedeflals 
the foundation beams were’ laid;! from 
whence’ fpratig the upright fupports:.oF 
their fidebs which were oréiked by, oiher 
timbers, grooyed togethers, and faftened by, 
wooden ings; the iiitermediate {pates 
clofély filled up with bambdes ‘and palms 
leaves, which they platted ‘o clofély ard 
artificially, as to keep their habitations 
wrom, and exclude alk wet; and their-be- 
ing.raifed from the ground preferved them 
from humidity. The floors were in gence 
ral made of very thick plank, 2 fpace of ff 
inchor two being Jef between niany of 
them. But in fome ofthe houfes they were 
compoled of largé baiiboos, {plit, wich 
being, perpetually grodden; over, rendered 
them very flippery. . The interior part of 
the houfe was without any divifion, the 
Whole forming one great room. ‘In gené= 
radi the fire- place ftood about the middle off 
1, funk lower than the floos, with.nd tim- 
ber below it, the whole ipace beneath be- 
ing filled up with hard rubbifh; but in the 
latger builditizs, whére they held theit’ 
public: nicetings, they fad. a fire-place’ at 
each end. Their fires;were incommon but 
fmail, being moitly ufed to, boil their yams, 
and so, keep up a little fame, at night,; td 
clear away the dews, and {moke the mu 
qnitoes. Their windows came tothe leveF 
of the floor, and fervéd both 4or dodis and 
windows, having ftepping-fidnes at all of 
them,to enter by, To prevent any incons 
venience from windor rain, which fo mang 
apertures might occéafion, éach of them had 
a bamboo frame or fhutter, interwoVen, av 
the fides of the houfes were, which, fid- 
ing on bamboo rods, were cafily flipt om 
one fide, when any body wanted to go im 
or out On the top of the upright fides, 
beams were laid acrofs, from whencefprang 
the roof, which was pointed Jike our barns, 
the whole iniide being clear: this -made 
their houfes within very lofty and} awyy 
the outlide of ihe soot was thatched very, 
thick 
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thick and elofe with bamboos, or palm. 
Teaves, This was the general form of their 
hoafes; fome of them were from fixty to 
eighty feet in length; but thefe were ap- 
propriated to public ufes, fuch as meetings 
of bufinefs or feltivity; at other times, 
they ferved the natives to affemble in, and 
chat togéther, where the women. ufually 
brought their work, and joined in the con- 
vérfation. Thofe which were more pro- 
rly domeftic habitations, were the fame 
oth in and texture, though lefs in 
dimenfion.” J was remarked, that the fa- 
mily kept 6n one fide of the central fire. 
place, and the fervants on the other. 

The natives of thefe iflands are 
tout and well made, rather above the 
middle fize, and their complexions 
‘are much darker than what is gene- 

ally underftood by a copper colour, 
= they are not abfolutely black. 
Their hair is long and flowing, ra- 
ther difpofed to curl, and they wear 
it for the moft part in one large curt 
round their heads. Some ofthe women 
have remarkably long hair, and let 
it hang loofe down their backs. The 
men ae entirely naked, and the wo- 
men wear only two little aprons, or ra- 
ther thick fringes, one before and the 
other behind, about ten inches wide, 
and feven deep, which are dyed with 
different fhades of yellow. They are 
made of the hufks of the cocoa nut 
formed into thin flips, and are tied 
round. their waifts with a piece of 
line, but thofe. of a ——_ 
loy for that e a ftring of fome 
fn of. beads Both men pe women 
were tatooed,. The men had their 
left ear pierced, and the women both ; 
a‘ few of the former wore beads in the 
perforated ear and the latter put 
either fome leaf through, or an ear- 
ring of tortoiféfhell inlaid. ‘The carti- 
between the noftrils was alfo bor- 

in both fexes, through which they 

t fmall fprigs, or the bloffoms of 

me fhrub or plant that accidentally 
caught their fancy. 

When the men and women grow up, 
they black their teeth by means of 
fome dye. Both fexes are expert at 


fwimming, and appeared to be as 
much at eafe in the water as on Jand. 
The men were admirable divers ; if 
they faw any thing at the bottom of 


be fea, which 


ey confidered as 
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worth their attention, they would ine 
ftantly jump overboard and bring it 
up with the greateft facility. 

It has been often remarked, that 
there is no race of men with whom 
navigation has made us acquainted, 
who have not fhewn in fome inftance 
or other, a fenfe of fomething like 
religion, however mixed with fupes- 
ftition and idolatry. Capt. Wilfon 
and his people, however, during 
their refidence at Pelew, never ob- 
ferved any thing among the natives 
which bore the leaft appearance of 
public worfhip ; but as they had not, 
perhaps, a fufficient knowledge of 
their language and remained too fhort 
a fpace of time among them to be, 
thoroughly acquainted with their 
manners and cuftoms, it might be go- 
ing too far to fay, that they have no 
religion at all. 


Independent of external ceremony, fays 
the compiler of this work, there may be 
fuch a thing as the religion of the heart, by 
which the mind may, in awful filence, be 
turned to contemplate the God of nature; 
andy though unblefied by thofe lights 
which have pointed to the Chriftian world 
au unerring path to happinefs and peace, 
yet they might, fromthe light of reafon 
only, have difcovered the eficacy of, vir- 
tue, and the temporal advantages arifing 
from moral reétitude, The reader will, 
by this time, have met with fulticient oc- 
currences to convince him, that the inha- 
bitants of thefe new-difcovered regions had. 
a fixed and rooted fenfe of the great mo- 
ral duties; this appeared to govern their 
conduct, glow in all their aétions, and_ 
grace their lives, A€tuated by fush prin-' 
ciples, we fee them laborious, induftrious, 
and benevolent, In moments of dange7z, 
firm and prodigal of life, in misfortunes,’ 
patient, in death, refigned, And if, un-, 
der all thefe circumftances, be can conceive 
that the natives of Pelew pafféd their lives 
without fome degree of confidence, fome 
degree of hope, 1} have only tofay, his idea. . 
of mankind muft widely differ from my 


own. 

Perire Exncycroprepir Des 
Jeunes Gens: ou Definition Abrégee 
Des notions relatives aux Arts, et aus 
Sciences, Fe, Par N. Wanoftrocht, 
London. Boofey, 1788. 

THIS work is principally intended 
for the ufe of Schools, and we think # 
may be very ulefal, 
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RHAPSODY to FASHION. 


BY MR. E. RHODES.® 
FASHION, bright arbitrefs fupreme, 
Whilft I thy praife rehearfe, 
And make thy magic pow’r my theme, 
O ftamp thy fan@&ion on my verfe! 
Then, tho’ uncouth it roll along, 
Like fome rude crier’s ill-rhim’d fong, 
Devoid of harmony and eafe ; 
Still, blefs’d by thee, my lays thal! pleafe. 
Thy vot’ries, then, with raptures near di- 


vine. 
Saal praife the charming thought, and 
{weet harmonious line. 


Should’& thou refufe thy potent aid, 
Tho’ Milton’s thought be there, 
And imag’ry like his difplay’d, 
Still muft the fghing bard defpait : 
No tongue thall yield him hone praife, 
Nor pretty Miffes read his lays : 
In vain, poor fellow! muft ke write; 
In vain efflay to give delight ; 
Wolefs thy fame-beftowing hand, O Ton! 
With friendly aid fhould deign to confe- 
crate his fong. 


On earth thy influence is fuch, 
So abfolute thy fway, 
That, by thy all-commanding touch, 
We {wear, and lye, and preach, and 
— : 
Revers'd, by thee thou magic {prite, 
Shall right be wrong, and wrong be 
right ; 

Deform'a fhal! Beauty’s felf appear, 
And difcords charm the ravifh’d ear! 
Bythee thall dulnefs triumph, in defpite 
Of what declaimers fay, or monthly critics 

write. 


By thee, O’Keefe, with trite old pun, 
Shail meet th’ applauding roar 

Of thofe who hail him Humour’s fon, 
And crown him with a loud encore : 

By thee his thrice-toid ob{cene jeft, 

Tho’ in the coarfeft language dreft, 

Aided by Edwin’s comic faces, 

Shall boaft a multitude of graces; 
Grimace and jargon pals for fterling wit, 
And fenfelefs ribaldry be deem’d * a 

** damn’d good hit.” 


Like thee, with abfolute command, 
Once fuperftition reign’d ; 

And, over Egypt’s fertile land, 
A long unrivalled {way maintain’d : 





* Aughos of a Fvagedy, aad Poems pebhithing by fubfcription. 
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As then Religion’s name the bore, 
Deluded millions own’d her pow’r; 
She render’d facred ev’ry fod, 
And rais’d each trifle to a god; 
Bade Egypt’s fons, as ignorant as meek, 
Sing hymns to onions, and adore a 
leek. 


STANZA S&§ 


OCCASIONED BY THE ABSENCE OF A 
FRIEND. 


BY A LADY, 


FA 1 R Memory leads back the light-wing’d 
hours 
That circled round me, when Monimia’s 
{mile 
Cou’d gently animate my drooping powers, 
Or the keen anguifh of my foul beguile. 


While Evening's purple banners o’er us 
glow’d, 
Oft have we wander’d near fome fragrant 
hill, 
Or where the murm’ring brook meand’ring 
flow'd, 
And foftly bade our anxious fouls be ftill. 


There, footh’d by Nature’s beauties to repofe, 
Oft we effay’d to paint her various dye ; 
Caught the rich vermeil of th’ unfolding rofe, 

Or mark’d the fleeting fplendors of the iy! 


There | forgot how Mifery’s cruel hand 
Deftroy’d the fairy fcenes young Fancy 


drew; 

Snatch’d from the levely pow’r her potent 
wand, 

And tin&tur’d with her own black shades my 
view! 


Such is thy pow’r, O Friendfhip! fourge of 
oy 5 
Whole magic balfam, and whofe voice fo 
fweet, 
Caneafe thofe caresthat human breafts annoy, 
And give a glimpfe of Heav’n, thy native 
feat : 


Where, on th’ ambrofial hills, fair Virtue 
binds 
Confenting feraphs in thy flow’ry wreaths, 
Heightens the raptures of celettial minds, 
While thro’ the realms of blifs thy fpirit 
breathes, 


Soothe 
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Soothe, in Monimia’s form, my forrowing Cythera’s bright queen with a fmile then 


hour, 
Renignant Friendfhip! till to yonder tkies, 
(Releas’d from life by Death’s refiftiefs pow’r) 
Chear’d by gay Hope, my eager fpirit flies, 


ANGELINA, 


M.'U .6 1 €. 


AN ODE. 


tk HE various paffions of the foul 
Are under Mufic’s vait controul, 
When Genius ftrikes the tyre; 
Hark! how the iweeily foothing ftraia 
Diffufes love thro’ ev'ry vein, 
Awakening fott detire. 


Anon the rapid notes impart 
Extatic fury to the heart, 
. Bellona wields her {pear ; 
The coward now a heio feems, 
Of laurell’d enfigns, vitory dreams, 
Devoid of pallid fear, 


Now, like the voice of Philomel, 
Th’ elegiac notes are taught to fwell, 
And pity melts the heart; 
The lover views th’ untimely bier, 
And theds the fympathetic tear, 
Compell’d by magic art. 


And now th’allegro notes entrance, 
Let gay-eyed Pleafure lead the dance, 
Her rofeate wreaths entwine; 
Lo! Beauty, by the Graces dreft, 
Refponfive heaves the raptur’d breaft, 
And owas thy pow’r divine. 


TWELFTH-DAY ar CHELSEA. 


"THREE deities once had a mighty dif- 
pute, 
(So the poetsand others relate ;) 
As focial they fat round a bafker of fruit, 
T'was an apple occalion’d debate. 


The goddels of difeord had grav’n on the 
rind, 
“ To the fairett alone be this given : 
By which, you perceive, fhe’d a violent 
mind 
To fow a diffentionin heaven. 


” 


Too well fhe fucceeded, for Juno arofe 
Imperious, and flern claim’d tlie fruit; 
Her pow’r fhe fet forth, and deciar’d 
them her foes 
Her title who dar’d to difpute. 


Indignant on this, fage Minerva ftept forth, 
Afferting her claim to the prize ; 
That wifdom was furely of infinite worth, 


Aud by far the beit gem im the fhies. 





appear’d, 
The Power of Love by her fide, 
And modettly begg’d that her claim might 
be heard, 
And a mortal the conteft decide. 


On Ida’s bright top to young Paris ré- 
pair’d ° 
Thefe candidates three from the fhies ; 
Their claims with impartial attention he 
heard, 
And to Venus deliver’d the prize. 


At Chelfea, where merit fo equal is found, 
No arbitef need we provide $ 

But cheerfal agree that the fhall be crown’d 
In whofe favour the lots fhall decide. 


With us fpleen or envy can never prevail, 
Or conte unfriendly be feen ; 

Your rivals, dear girl, are all happy to hail, 
And to wifh you much joy as their 


Qucen. 
Vv & KS 2.3 


WRITTEN BY A GENTLEMAN, 


ON THE DEATH OF AN AFFECTIONATS 
PARENT. 


“© Dum memor ifife mei dum hos regit Li- 
ritus artus, 

© Semper honos nomenque tuum laudefque 
mancbunt,’* 


Hew nature threbb'd! how beat in 
ev'ry vein! 

When my fond parent felt foreboding pain, 

When Genius, Virtue, feem’d prepar’d to 
fly, 

Fatigu'd with earth, impatient for the fky } 

Thou dearett Sire, delightof human kind, 

Ot paflions gentle as the vernal wind, 

Stranger to fordid love, to fenfual eafe, 

Thy daily pleafure Heav’n alone *te 
pleate ; 

Art now no more-—the fatal fummons 
came, 

And torpid pally fhook thy aged frame ! 

How pale a hue the lips of truth affuin'd, 

Ilow chare’d the cheeks where late cun- 
tentment bloom’d! 

Thy pious tongue no more its funéion 
knew, . 

Nor ev'n gou’d bid thy weeping fons 
adieu, 

Yet itill thine eye difftis’d affedtion’s ray, 

And look’d, O! meet me in the reaims 


of day; 
Whither thy {pirit wing’d its joyful 
flight, 


To racet its God in infinite delight. 
MONTHLY 
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4 PARLIAMENT 
‘HOUSE or LORDS. 
ie Tuurspay, Dec. 4. 
; HE Lord Prefident of the Council 
ie (Earl Camden) rofe, and obferved, 
that this was the f{econd tune the melan- 
choly fituation of bis Majeity had ren- 
dered it neceffary for their Lordihips to 
B -aflemble. That as the legiflative power 


was thus unhappily deprived of its head 
4 and fource, and the executive government 
totally fufpended, it became neceffary for 
the other two branches of the legifature 
to provide a remedy adequate to the exi- 
gency of the cafe, Before they could, 

howeyer, enter into the confidcration of a 

meafure fo important, it was abfolutely 

neceflary for them to have the cafe proved. 

With that view the Lords of the Council 

had yeflerday aflembled, and examined 

the phyficians who had attended his Ma- 
jefty upon oath. From the delicacy of 
the fubjeét, they conceived it would have 
been improper for any of their Lordthips 
to have put queftions to the phyficians in- 
difcriminately ; they hady therefore, be- 
fore the phyficians were called in, fettled 
fuch queftions to be put to them ouly as 
led to afcertain the prefent fate of his 

Majetty’s diforder, fo as to juftify the 
Houfe in proceeding to bufinefs : he would 
therefore move that the report of that 
examination be laid on the table; which 
was carried nem. diff. 

His Lordthip then moved that the re- 
port be now read, which was allo agreed 
to; it was to the following purport. 

The phyficians examined were Dr. War. 
ren, Sir George saker, Sir Lucas Pepys, 
Dr. Reynolds, and Dr. Addington, The 
firft queftion put to each refpeAively was— 

Can you inform this Board if the pre- 
fent ftate of his Majcfty’s diforder is fuch 
as to render him incapable of attending h's 
Parliament in perfon, or of executing the 
duties of public bufinefs ? 

_In anfwering this queflion, the phyfi- 
€1ans were unanimous in their opinion, that 
his Majefty was at prefent incapable of eve 
ercifing any of the fundtions of govern- 
ment, 

The fecond queftion was, What is your 
@pinion of the duration of his Majetty’s 
malady, and of the probability of his 
recovery ? 

In the anfwer to this, they agreed that 
there was a probability of ‘his majefty's 
recovery, but that it was impoliible to fay 
when. 
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The third queftion put was, Do you 
give this opinion frofm the particular 
{ymptoms of his Majefty’s diforder, or 
from your experience in com)laints of a 
fimidar nature ? 

To this the general anfwer was, That, 
in their practice, they had obferved that 
the majority of thefe who were af ited 
with a difeafe fimilar to that under which 
his Majeity laboured, had recovered, 

Dr. Add ngion, in his anfwer to this 
queflion, was more decifive than any of 
his brethren. He faid that he enter- 
tained as fanguine hopes of his Majefty’s 
recovery, as he would of any other patient 
who was affli@ed with a fimilar com- 
plaint, which was not hereditary That 
he had a pariof his houfe allotted for the re- 
ception of patients labouring under fuch 
diforders, with which he was particularly 
converfant; that he feldom had lefs than 
eight or ten under his care; and that he 
never knew more than two of them who 
had been confined above a twelve:month, 
and thofe two had been affli&ed for feve- 
ral years, and were deemed incurable be- 
fore he faw them 

After the report was read, 

Earl Camden moved that the fame be 
taken into confideratiow on Monday next, 
which was unanimoufly agreed to, and the 
Houie immediately adjourned till Mon- 


day. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Tuursvay, Dec. 4. 


THE Chancellor of the Exchequer ex- 
preffed his forrow that the interval be- 
tween their Jaft and their prefent meeting 
had not produced fuch achange in the ftave 
of his Maycity’s health, as to enable him e1- 
therto meet h's Parliament in the accuf- 
tomed form,or to give fue commands to his 
fervants as were requifite for fur 


roguing, or enabling it to proceed 





of bufinefs In this fituation, 
the Privy Council bad thought proper to 
examine the phyficians who had hitherto 


difpate 





attended his Majefly, both as to the ac- 


tual ftate of his hevith, and the proba- 
bility of his being reflored to the withes 
and prayers of his people. 

A copy of their examinations he fhoule 





beg leave to prefent to the Houfe 
afterwards move that it he on the 


he fhould next move that the Houfe meet 


to take it into confidcration an Monday, 


3 M2 and 


4 


CU MEST RE 





SRS casera 




























































» 


Monthly 
Q 


and ap_»int a Committee to fearch the 
journals for precedents, if any could be 
found, to dire& the further proceedings 
of the Houfe in the prefent awful circum- 
ftances of the country. 

He then heres | a copy of the exa- 
mination of the phyficians before the 
Privy Council, which was read. 

Mr. Vyner expreffed a doubt whether 
this examination before the Privy Council 
wasfufficient ground for the Houfe to 
proceed on; and whether it might not be 
neceilary to have the phyficians before the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Fox faid, he was happy that this 
doubt had been mentioned by the ho- 
norable gentleman, asthe fame difficulty 
had occurred tohim, and he had not yet 
been able to form a decided opinion upon 
it. The copy of the examination that ‘hod 
been laid before the Houfe was perfe€ly 
fatisfeGtory to him as an individual, but he 
did not know how far it could be confi- 
dered as a parliamentary document. 

No oppofition being made to the Chan- 
eellor of the Exchequer’s motions, they 
were feverally put, and carried. nem, con. 

The order for calling over the Houfe was 
difcharged, and a new order made for 
calling it over on Thurfday next; and the 
Houfe adjourned to Monday. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Monpay, Pec. 8. 


THE Marquis of Stafford, in the abfence 
of the Prefident of the Council, rofe to 
call the attention of the Houfe to the pro- 
ctedings at their laft meeting, relative to 
the melancholy fituation of his Majefty’s 
health. The report of the examination of 
the phyficians before the Privy Council 
had been laid before them, and they were 
met to determine whether they would ref 
fatisfied with that examination, or whe- 
ther they would appoint a Committee of 
their own to re-examine them. 

The Duke of Norfolk declared he was 
perfectly fatisfied with the report already 
made by the phyficians, as to the melan- 
choly flate of his Majefty’s health: it was 
neceflary, however, before their Lord- 
fhips could grourd any motion on that 
report, that it fhould be authenticated, 
either atthe bar, or before a Committee of 
their own number. 

The Marquis of Stafford trufted the 
Houfe would agree with him in thinking 
that the examination ought to be hefore.a 
Committee, rather than at the bar of the 
Houle, 

The Earl of Derby faid he thought the 
Houle could not receive the report from 
the Privy Council in its prefent fhape; it 


Regifter. 





wai abfolutely necéffary that they fhould 
re-examine the phyficians by a Committee 
of their own, before they could proceed to 
the confideration of it, becaufe the Houle 
ought to know what has been the ftate of 
his Majefty’s health fince the former re- 
port was made. 

Lord Portchefter obferved that he could 
not admit the idea of their Lordships re- 
ceiving a report from the Privy Council in 
any fhape; it was the abfolute and inherent 
right of that Houfe to infift and todemand 
fuch examination, before they could move 
a fingle itep in the bufinefs, 

Lord Loughborough agreed with the 
noble Lord who {poke laft, as to the un- 
doubted right the Houfe had of refufing the 
report of any proof or examination taken 
before the Privy Council ; it certainly was 
no evidence there. He approved of the 
aprointment of a Sele& Committee in the 
prefent inftance, in preference to an exa- 
mination at the bar; as it was more propery 
and equally agreeable to the ufage of Par- 
liament. Hecould have wifhed, however, 
that the inveftigation had been carried on 
by the jomt co-operation of both Houfes, 
for which he found there was a precedent 
in the journals in the year 1671. 

The Marquis of Stafford faid he had 
confidered the precedent alluded to, and 
it had been in contemplation to have fol- 
lowed it in thé prefent cafe; but he was 
afraid it wonld have been attended with 
inconveniency, on account of the number 
of the Committee appointed by the Houfe 
of Commons being fo much greater than 
the number of the Lords. 

His Lordfhip then moved, ‘* That a 
Sele& Committee be appointed to examine 
the phyficians who have attended his Ma- 
jefly during his illnefs, touching the ftate 
of his Majefty’s health, and to report fuch 
examination to this Houfe. 

‘* That the faid Committee do confift 
of twenty-one Lords, 

‘¢ That each Peer do deliver in to the 
Clerk a lift of twenty-one Lords, figned 
with his name, on the next fitting day of 
the Houfe.’’ 

Thefe motions were feverally put, and 
agreed to nem. diff. 

The noble Marquis then faid, that if it 
was the fenfe of the Houfe, he would 
move, in order to fave time, That it be 
an inftru€tion to the fame Committee, to 
fearch for rrecedents in fimilar cafes, and 
to report the fame tothe Houfe. 

Lord Vifcount Stormont wifhed the 
noble Marquis would hint at the nature of 
the precedents to which the attention of 
the Committee ought to be direéted. 

The Marquis of Stafford, in anfwer, 
faid, that the only precedents he wifhed to 
be reported, were thofe only which re- 


garded the proceedings of Parliament in 
thofe 











Baker, 


borne, and Dr. Willis, 


HOUSE or 





do attend this 


Houfe to-morrow ;" which was ordered, 
and the Houle immediately adjourned. 


COMMONS. 


Monpay, Dec. 8. 


THE Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe, 
and before he moved the order of the day 
for taking into confideration the examin- 
ation of the phyficians who had attended 
his Majefty, before the Privy Council, beg- 
ged leave to fay a few words concerning 
the idea that had been before fuggelted, 
and countenanced by perfons of great 
weight, of the propriety of calling the 
phylicians before the Houfe, and hearing 
their opinion delivered by themielves, in- 
ftead of proceeding onthe report of their 
examination before the Privy Council. To 


his own mind, that report was perfectly 
fatisfactory; but he had no kind of objeétion 
to the examination of the phyficians b 

the Houfe, if 1t fhould bé thought me 


before the Privy Council. 


not oppofe it. 
ing the order of the day. 


than by a motion. 


for precedents, 





fary; and, what might appear an addi- 
tional reafon for adopting that mode, he 
thought it his duty to inform them, that 
two perfons, one of them poffeffed of pe- 
culiar experience, had been called to at- 
tend his Majefty, fince the examinatiou 


If that fhould 


appear to be the fenfe of any confiderable 
number of gentlemen, he certainly would 
He concluded with move 


! Mr. Vyner defired to know how the fenfe 
of the Houfe could be collected, otherwife 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that although the fenfe of the Houfe could 
not be collected but by a motion, yet the 
fenfe of any confiderable number of Mem- 
bers might be underftood, by fubmitting a 
propofition to their confideration in fuch ge- 
neral terms as he had done, 
therefore make a motion accordingly ; but as 
it would be neither refpectful nor decent to 
examine the phyficians openly at the bar of 
the Houfe, he fhould move for a Committee, 
who might examine them in a manner more 
befitting the delicacy of the fubject. He 
fhould alfo fuggeit whether it might not fave 
time and trouble to make it an inftruction to 
the fame Committee to fearch the journals 


He thould 


He then moved that a Committee be ap. 
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thafe cafes wherein the King had been, 
from any circumftance, incapacitated from 
exercifing the funions of government 
It was then moved, ‘‘ That Sir George 
Dr. Warren, Sir Lucas Pepys, 
Dr. Reynolds, Dr. Addington, Dr. Gifl- 
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pointed toexamine the phyficians who have 
attended his Majefty in his prefent illnefs, 
refpecting the fituation of his health, 

Mr. Powys obferved, there was no prece- 
dent that applied exaétly to the prefent cir- 
cumftances; but by thofe that were mof 
nearly analogous, the practice had been to 
defire a conference with the other Houfe, and 
to appoint a joint Committee, confifting of 
Members of both Houfes, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that joint Committees of the two Houfes had 
been fo long difufed, that he did not Know 
how far it might be advifable to revive that 
practice in the prefent inftance. When 
gentlemen confidered the characters of thé 
phyficians, that they had already béen exa- 
mined on oath by the Privy Council, and 
would probably again be fo examined by the 
Houfe of Peers, their examination, as it muft 
be taken by the Houfe of Commons, could 
want no additional authority to give it weight. 

Mr. Burke begged leave to proteft againft 
thofe doétrines of the inefficacy and incoms 
petency of enquiries by that Houfe, which 
had now been advanced, and though he would 
not controvert the conclufion, he muft diffent 
from the premifes of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, 

The motion for a Committee, to confift of 
twenty-one Members, was put, and carried 
nem. con. 

Mr. F. Montagu faid, it would be better 
to defer the motion till the report of the ex- 
amination of the phyficians was received, and 
then to move for a new Committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer affented, 
and proceeded to propofe the names of the 
Members to form the Committee, Thefe 
were, 

Mr. Pitt, 

Lord North, 

Mr, Grenville, 

Mr, Fox, 

The Mafter of the Rolls, 
Mr. F. Montagu, 
The Attorney-General, 
Mr. Vyner, 

Mr. Dundas, 

Mr. Powys, 

The Solicitor-General, 
The Lord Advocate of Scotlaad;- 
Mr. Sheridan, 

Mr. Hulfley, 

Marquis of Graham, 
Lord Belgrave, 

Sir Grey Cooper, 

Mr. Wilberforce, 

Mr. Wyndhamy,. 

Mr. Yorke, 

lord Gower. 


On each of whom the queftion was feved 
rally put. 
The Houde adjourned to Wednefday. 


HOUSE 
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Wepnespay, Dec. 10, 


EOMMONS. 


THE examination of the phyficians by 
the Committee was not concluded till late 
‘in the afternoon. 

At half an hour paft four o’clock the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up 
the report of the examination, which was 
received, and ordered to be read. 

“The phyficians examined were Dr. War- 
_ren, Sir George Baker, Rev. Dr, Willis, 
Dr. Gifborne, Dr. Addington, Sir Lucas 
Pepys, and Dr. Reynolds. As the quef- 
tions put to each were numerous, and the 
reading of their examination took up near 
half an hour, we can only ftate briefly the 
moft material part of their evidence. 

In four points they all agreed. 

Firft, That his Majetly is incapable of 
meeting his Parliament, or attending to 
public bulinefs. ’ 

Second, That from their experience of 
perfons affli@ted with diforders fimilar to 
that of his Majetty, the majority of whom 
had recovered, they had good hopes of 
his Majefty’s recovery, 

Third, That his Majetty is not at prefent 
in a ftate of convalefcence. 

Fourth, They declined nam‘ng any pre- 
cife time within which his Majetty’s reco- 
very might reafonably be expetted, altho’ 
Dr. Willis and Dr Addiagton were more 
fen suine on this head than the reit. 

The Chancellorof the Exchequer moved 
that the report @o lie on the table, which 
was ordered. 

Mr. Rolle hoped that the report of an 
examination fo full, and fo happily calcu- 
Jated to difpel the national gloom, would 
not be confined to the Members of that 
Honfe, but be communicated to the pub- 

_Hie at large. He fhould therefore move, 
if he heard no objection, for its being 
printed. ; 

Mr. Powys hoped it was not meant to 
delay the further proceedings of the Houfe 
by waiting for the printing of the report 

“Mr. Pitt faid, that highly as he approved 
of what the Hon. Gentleman had obferved, 
if the motion for printing the report were 
to retard the proceedings of the Houfe, he 
himfelf fhould oppo’e it; but as there 
was no neceflity for its do ng that, he faw 
no obje&tion to it. 

Mr. Rolle was then called upon to 
make his motion, and copies of the report, 
for the ufe of the Members, were ordered 
to be printed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
faid, that after the communication from 
@he Privy Council, after the very full and 
fatisfa€tory enquiry that had heen made 
by order of the Houte, and after the m-ft 
authentic document that had heen laid on 
the table, the Houte could not but feel 
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it to be their duty to proceed with as 
much dif{patch as the ferious and important 
nature of the obje& before them would 
permit, in fettling the affairs of the nation 
in {uch a manner as might beit preferve 
the interefts of the Sovereign; and when 
the happy period, fo ardently and fo 
univerfally defired, fhould arrive, might 
afford him the fatisfaction of knowing, 
that the people whom he had long loved 
and proteéted, had fuffered as little as 
pollible by the affli€tion with which he 
had been viltted. He trufted therefore, 
there would be no difference of o;inion 
with regard tothe mode that ought to be 
adopted, and he concluded with moving, 
That a Committee be appointed to fearch 
the Journals for precedents of proceedings 
in cafes of the fufpention or interruption 
of the executive government from the in- 
fancy, ficknefs, infirmity, or other inca- 
pacity of the Sovereign. 

Mr Fox rofe not to oppofe the moti- 
tion, He did not mean to fay that any 
time had been already loft, but he thought 
the further delay that muft enfue from 
the appointment of another Committee 
had better be avoided. The Honfe was 
already pofleffed, he believed, of every 
information that could be had; for where 
were they to fearch for precedents ? In 
their own Journals ? The Honourable 
Gentleman who made the motion knew 
that there was no precedent of fufpen- 
fion of the executive Governrent, 
where there was alfo an Heir Apparent of 
full age and capacity, to be found in 
them—Were they to fearch the hiftory of 
the country ? He was certain there was 
no Memher of the Houfe who had notat 
lealt fuch a knowledge of that, as to be 
fully competent to apply and to decide 
on all the precedents that it could afford, 
For hisown part, he was as fully convinc- 
ed as he could be of any one point, fub- 
je@t always to conviétion if he was wrong, 
that by the hiftory of former ages, from 
the principles and practice of the conftitu- 
tion, and from the analogy of the common 
law of the land, that where the Sove- 
reign, from ficknefs, infirmity, or other 
incapacity, was unable to exercife the 
funétions of his high office, if the Heir 
Apparent was of full age and capacity, 
he had as natural and indifputable a claim 
tothe tuli exercife of the executive power, 
in the neme and on behalf of the Sovereign, 
during the continuance of {uch incapaci+ 
ty, es in cafe of his natural demife 

By the words of the motion, he de- 
fired to know if it wasto be underftood 
that the fearch for precedents was not 
only to include the proceedings that had 
taken place in cafes nearly fimilar, but 
alfo the provifions that had at any time 
been made to guard againft the poflible 
occurrence of fuch cafes. He alfo flated 

three 
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‘three fundamental points, as eftablithed 


by the examination of the Phyficians, and 
which he conceived muft be univerfally 
admitted when the day of difcuflion came, 
viz. That the Sovereign was at prefent in- 
capable of exercifing the functious of go- 
vernment ; that there was a very great 
probability of his recovery; and that there 
was no precife period within which that 
recovery might be expeéted to take place. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid 
he had the higheit refpeé for the Hon. 
Gentleman’s theory of the Conftitution, 
however much he might at times have 
difapproved of his practice; but the 
db&rines he had now advanced were fuch 
as afforded the ftrongeft poffible aigu- 
ments for appointing a Committee, To 
affert that the Heir Apparent, in cafe of 
the incapacity of the Sovereign, from fick- 
nefs or other infirmity, had a natural and 
indifputable claim to the exercife of the 
executive power, was litcle le fs than trea- 
fon, He repeated, than treafon! He a- 
verred, on the contrary, from the fullett 
inveftigation, from the mot mature con- 
fideration he was capable of beitowing on 
the fubje€t, that in cafe of fuch incapacity 
the Heir Apparent had no more right to 
the exercife of the executive power than 
apy other fubjeé&, and that in fuch a cafe 
it belonged alone to the two remaining 
branches of the Legiflature, in behalf of 
the people, to make fuch provifion for 
fupplying the temporary deficiency as 
they might think moit proper to preferve 
unimpaired the intereft of the Sovereign, 
and the fafety and welfare of the nation. 
The neceflity of appointing a Committee 
to fearch the records, and aicertain the 
praétice of former ages, was now much 
ftronger than it was before, as by that 
alone could the point at iffue be decided. 
Mr. Fox replied, that the Chancellor of 
the Ex, hequer, by talking of the Legifla- 
ture, and the power of Parliament, meant 
to reprefent him as ha-ing faid what it 
never was his intention to fay He beg- 
ged leave to remind him, that this was 
not a Parliament, that other houfes of 
Lords and Commons, who had met in 
circum{tances fomewhat fimilar, had not 
called themfelves a Parliamcut, but had 
been contented with the name of a con- 
vention. He never meant to deny that 
the three branches of the Legiflature in 
Parliament might make what laws they 
pleafed, but he knew of no Parliaincat 
without the prefence of the Sovereign, 
either in perfon or by commiflion, and 
he was well aware, that if he were to fay, 
that the Lords and Commons alone could 
make laws, it would be the duty of the 
Attorney General to indi him, and he 
fhould incur the penalties of a preamuuire. 
He afferted again, Treafon let iat be cat- 
Jed, and he truited he thould be fupport- 


ed'in the affertion by a majority of the 
Houfe and of the nation, that an Herr 
Apparent, of full age and capacity, had 
as much right to the temporary :uccetli- 
on to the executive power, during the 
incapacity of the Sovereign, however long 
or thort 1% might be, as to the aétual and 
pemnanent fucceflion in cafe of his natu- 
ral demile ; and that by him and him 
alsne was the executive power to be exci 
cifed in the name and for the intereii of 
the Sovereign. If the Lords and Com- 
mons were difpofed to take advantage of 
the public calamity, and fet afide the Heir 
Apparent, or put the executive power in- 
to his hands with reftriétions and limi- 
tations, they would do what they were 
jultihable in doing by no principle of ‘the 
conititution, except in a cafe + of ftrong 
neceility, which alone could legalize aa 
illegal act. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ex- 
plained that he meant to take no advan- 
tage of an ambiguous term; he meant 
Clearly and pointedly, that in any inter- 
ruption of the executive power from the 
incapacity of the Sovereign, the Heir ap- 
parent had no more claim to the tempos 
rary exercife of it than any other fubje& 
—that it was the undoubted right of the 
Lords and Commons to make fuch provifi- 
on tor the due difcharge of it, as might ap- 
pear moft conducive to the interelts of the 
Sovereign, and the fafety of the State. He 
did not mean to touch at all on the quei- 
tion of how farit might be matter of .difs 
cretion to velt the exercife of that power 
in the Heir Apparent, or under what li- 
mitations if it were fo vetted. 

The motion for appointing a Committee 
was put and carried nem. can. to coniilt of 
the following twenty-one members, on 
each of whom the queition way icverally 
put, 

Mr. Pitt, Mr. Sheridan, 

Mr W. Ellis, Mr. Hulley, 

Mr. Grenville, Marquis of Graham, 
Matter of the Rolls, Lord Belgrave, 
Mr. F, Montagu, — Sir Grey Cooper, 
Attorney General, Mr. Wilberforce, 
Mr. Vyner, Mr. Wyndhai, 
Mr. Dundas, Mr. Yorke 

Mr. Powys, Lord Gower, 
Soliciter-Genoral, Mr. burke. 

Lord Advocate of 

Scotland. 

Mr. P tt then faid, that asthe refearches 
of the Committee would take up fome 
time, they would not be able to make 
their report till Friday; and the Houtfe 
might be futhcicntly prepared to take 1% 
into contideration on Monday or Tucidey. 
‘That the attendance mght therefore be os 
full as the importance of the fubject de- 
manded, he thould move to ditcharge the 
order of the cal} of the Houfe, which thoad 
for to-morrow, and io make a new order 

tor 
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fora call on Wednefday next, which paf- 
fed in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to Friday. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Tuurspay, Dec. 11. 

Farl Camden prefented the examination 
of the phyficians, and moved, that it might 
be read. The three leading queitions, 
which were anfwered by the five phylicians 
before the Privy Council, were aniwered by 
the feven phyficians exaétly to the fame 
purport. The circumftance of novelty 
which occurred, was inthe evidence of 
Doétor Warren, with refpeé& to the ftate 
of his Majefty’s health, previous to his 
being afflidhed with the prefent malady : 
he had eruptions upon his fkin, accom- 
panied with a flight fever. On the 18th 
of Odtober, he walked in his boots four 
hours, and afterwards came to the Le- 
vee, without changing his ftockings ; the 
next morning his feet were {welled, 
which, however were reduced in the 
courfe of the day; he was afterwards 
flightly afliéted witha bilious complaint ; 
two days afterwards the prefent difor- 
der feized him. All the Phyficians agreed 
that his Majeity was totally incapable of 
all public bufinefs, and although there 
were ftrong and well grounded hopes of 
a recovery, yet neither of thém would 
venture to fix any precife period when 
that happy event was likely to take place. 

Earl Camden rofe, and faid, in the 
prefent calamitous fituation of his Majef- 
ty, the exccutive part of the conftitution 
having loit its energy, it became the duty 
of the remaining branches to provide for 
the fafety of the nation at large, and to 
take fuch prudent and cautious fleps, as 
might iend to fupply the unhappy defect. 
Whis was to be done with that -caution, 
deliberation, and folemnity, which an 
objeét of fuch immenfe importance de- 
ferved. His intention was therefore to 
move for a committee to examine pre- 
eedents, and report the refult to the Houle. 
But ‘before he made that motion, he 
thought himfelf bound to take notice of 
eertain reports which had lately been cir- 
gulated, but which he fincerely hoped 
were not fanétified by the authority of 
any noble-or learned member of that 
Houfe, namely, *‘ that the Prince of Wales 
§ had aright, without the authority of 
* Parliament, to take upon himfelf the 
** executive power of the kingdom.’’— 
His Lord{hip faid, that this was a doc- 
trine fo extraordinary, that he was ut- 
terly at a lofs to know from ~vvhat — 
it was diawn. He had never, in the courfe 
of hes reading, feen fuch an opinion 
broached. If this doétrine be true, added 
his Loidthip, then it follows, that any 
goguiry into that right, is au ufurpaiienof 


the Prince's rights. But this doGrine hia 
Lordthip declared unconftitutional. And 
as the moft regular moderof procedure, 
was 4 knowledge of the proltiee of our 
anceftors, in analogous ca‘es, he moved, 
that a committee be appointed to examine 
and repo;t precedents in the Rolls of 
Parliament, or other records touching the 
appointment of regencies, &c. 

On the Lord Chancellor putting the 
queftion, Lord Loughborough rofe, and 
afferted that the high office of Regent nae 
turally devolved on the Prince of Wales; 
and that the two Houfes could only pafs a 
vote, that the government, pro tempore, 
had devolved to the Prince, and addrefs 
him to take the government into his 
hands, 

The Lord Chancellor was of the fame 
opinion as Mr. Pitt, inthe lower Houfe, 
vez. that neither the Prince, nor any other 
fubje@ could affume the government. It 
muit be a fpecial appointment of Parlia- 
ment. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Fripay, Dec. 12. 


It was half paft four before the Chan- 
cellor came to the Houfe, there being a 
meeting of the Cabinet in his Lordthip’s 
room, adjoining the Houfe. 

Lord Malmefbury (Sir Jamies Harris) 
took the oaths and his feat as Baron 
Malmefbury, being introduced by the 
Marquis of Carmarthen (Baron Ofborne) 
and Lord Sydney. 

The Marquis of Stafford reported tothe 
Houfe, the names of the committee cho« 
fen by the Houle in confequence of the 
motion of yefterday, for examining and 
reporting fuch precedents as have occur- 
red, in the executive government being 
fufpended by the ishaiy, ficknefsy or 
incapacity of the King. 

He then moved, that the faid committee 
do fit to-morrow in the Princes chamber, 
with power to adjourn from time to time, 
as they fhall! think fit; and that no Peer b 
admitted who is not a member of the laid 
committee, 

The motions were feverally put, and 
pafled nem. dif, 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Faipay, Dec. 12. 


Mr. Welbore Ellis brought up the re- 
port of the committee appointed to fearch 
for precedents. The report being very 
voluminous, the title was read pro formas 
and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thea 
moved, that the report bt printed, which 
was agreed to nem. con. 

He then faid, that as the Houle was 
now poffeiicd of very neceffary informa 
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tien, it was his intention to move for a 
cominittee of the whole Houte to take in- 
to confideration the ftate of the nation; 
and by what means the prefent deficiency 
in the exercife of the executive power 
might be beft fupplicd. The report on 
the table he had juft been informed could 
not be printed, and ready for delivery, 
before Monday ; but as mott of the pre- 
cedents it contained were extraéted from 
the rails of Parliament, and the journals 
of the Haufe, gentlemen would have the 
means of confulting them, and he hoped 
might be prepared to enter on the difcuf- 
fion before them on ‘Tuctday or Wedne™ 
day. Tuefday being generally approved 
of, he moved, that the Houfe do refolve 
itfelf into a committee on that day, to 
take into confidcration the fate of the na- 
tion, &c, 

Mr. Fox faid, he rofe in the firft place 
to explain what he had faid in the Houfe 
on Wednelday, becaufe he undeiftood it 
had been mifreprefented. It was not of 
mifreprefentation in newfpapers that he 
complained ; for during the time he had 
fat in Parliament, he had frequently feen 
what he faid in that Houfe moft grofly 
mifreprefented in them. Such mifrepre- 
fentations he had never thought worthy ot 
the leaft notice; but the reprefentation, or 
rather the mifreprefentation of his fenti- 
ments which he now rofe to do away, 
had not only been made in new{papers, 
in pamphlets, and in coffee-hovfes, but by 
a perfon of great confequence and high au- 
thority in another place, ‘Lord Camden. 
In ttating what he had ikated on that day, 
he could not furely be underitood as hav- 
ing {poken any thing more than his own 
individual opinion; much lefs could he 
be fuppofed to have delivered the fenti- 
ments, or preferred the claim of the ex- 
alted perfon on whofe right he had given 
Ris opinion, merely in fupport of hiz ar- 
gument. He would now ftate that, opi- 
nion as he had entertained it then, and 
ftill entertamed it, and to guard againtt 
mifconttruétion more at large than he had 
yet done, his opinion was, that from the 
moment, the Sovereign on the Throne 
becomes incapable from infirmity, or 
otherwife, of difcharging the duties of 
his high office, a right attaches to the 
Prince of Wales, if of full age and capa- 
city, to exercife and perform the royal 
funétions in the name of his father, He 
never meant to fay, that this was a right 
of which the Prince was himtelf to judge, 
or which he could know to have attached 
through any other medium than the de- 
claration of the Lords and Commosns.— 
On this occafion the word afame had heen 
attributed to him; and he appealed to the 
memories of all who heard him, whether 


that word had been uled by him, He had 
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never faid that it was a right which the 
Prince of Wales could affume ; but that it 
was a right, like that of any ordinary man, 
who had the right, but not the pofleffion. 
In fuch a cafe, it was never fuppofed that 
the perfon vho had the right, could hun- 
felf allume the poilcilion ; he muft apply to 
the proper court to decide on his right, and 
from the adjudication of that court receive 
the poffellion: with the Lords and Com- 
mons of Great Britain was the adjudication 
of the Prince of Wales’s right, and by them 
was he to be put in podeflion; but, in confi~ 
dering it, they were not to deliberate 
whether he Was or was not the pro- 
per periomtoexercife that right, but whee 
ther or not he really bad it. “They were 
rot then in the capacity to legiflate, but 
oaly to judge functions which they all 
knew to be clearly diftinet — Sitting in that 
Houfe, as a Houle of Parhament, they 
might exercife the legiflative power—in a 
committee above ftairs they were merely 
judicial, and could not decide on the fit- 
nefs or unfitnets of any perfon, whofe claim 
came before them, to reprefent any county 
or city, but whether or not he was the re- 
prefentative legally chofen. In this fitua- 
tion did the Houfe fland at prefent: they 
had not a legiflative power; for the invi- 
gorating principle, which gave life and ac- 
tion to that power, was wanting. As the 
monarchy was, on every principle of the 
conititution, \hereditary, fo, of confe- 
quence, was the excrcife of the executive 
power; and the Houfe, in its delibera- 
tions, was not at Itberty to exercife its dif- 
cretion, or to choofe a parliamentary’ Re- 
gent; they were not to coniider whether 
they were about to make a prudent elec- 
tion, but bound to pronounce.a juit judg- 
ment. 

In ftating the manner in which the Prince 
of Wales might come into pofteifion af his 
right during the fitting of parliament, he added, 
that fuppofing there was no parliament either 
fitting or exiting, then indeed it would de the 
duty of the Prince of Wales to cail a convene 
tion of the Lords and Commons, co whom the 
caufe of their being fo called might he explain- 
ed, and by whom his right and the circum- 
ftances on which it originated, might be re! 
cognie!, and that then being met by him 
as exerciting the delegated functions of the 

egal power, they would become a legal 
Parliament, 

The fecond purpofe for which he had rifen 
was, if poflible, to obtain unanimity on a 
fubject of fuch peculiar magnitude and na- 
tional importance, If the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer did not think it necellary to conceal 
the drift of his propofition till the moment 
of making it, he was inclined to hope that 
the difference between thofe who maintained 
‘and thofe who denied the right of the Priace 
would be very minute. If he fhould think 
Me 5 i proper 
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proper to conceal'what he intended to pro- ence of any fuch right he denied as much 
pote till the moment of bringing it before as that the Prince Wales might at this 
the Houfe, he would call upon them to de- moment teat himfelf on the Throne. It 
cide on a propofition which they would not was not his intention to argue at prefent on 
have time toweigh and confider with fufcient the fitnefs of the Prince of Wales to be velt- 
attention, and to decide by a majority one ed with that high triit; but the matter of 
way or other what perhaps, if time were right was of fuch importance to the con- 
given for more deliberation, by conceding ftitution, and to the nation, and had un- 
fome points, and modifying others, might fettled mens minds and opinions fo much, 
pais with that unanimity which was fo de- that although he was fatishied that on fuch 
nrable in a matter of fuch confequence. a quefticn as much unanimity as there was 
If to be informed of his opinion, the opi- unity of interett was highly defirable, he 
nion only of an individual could have any could not futter it tobe difmiffed’ without a 
influence to induce the Right Honourable folemn decifion of the reprefentatives of the 
Gentleman to declare his own, the mode people. ‘he mode therefore that he fhould 
which he thought ought to be adopted was purfue would be to take the opinion of the 
this: convinced of the right of the Heir Committee, firftn the right, and then on 
Apparent to be the reprefentative of his {a- the expediency, after which he would pro- 
ther, he would propofe that he thould be pofe what further he thought neceflary to 
called upon by aceclaration of both Houfes, be done. This, if it were defired merely 
or by a joint Addrefs from both Houfes, or for the fake of information, he would 
perhaps by both, to become Regent, for the ftate now; but he fhould think himfelf 
purpofe of exercifing the Royal tun¢tions in wanting in that duty, which he owed to his fi- 
the name of the King during the continuance tuatioa, if he were to propole it to be difcufled, 
of his prefent infirmity. and arguedon prematurely. This being uni- 
He concluded with recommending to the verfally affented to, he faid, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to give at leaft That whatever portion of the Royal pre- 
the outline of what he meant to propofe, rogative, might appear neceflary for the 
that the Houfe might not be obliged to de- intereit of the Sovereign, and the fafety of 
cide on it at the firit moment it was fubmit- the pubilic to be exercifed in the prefent 
ted to their confideration; and expreffed circumftances, ought, in his Opinion, to be 
himfelf ready to give a further explanation of exercited by one perfon, 
his own fentiments, if called on by any Mem- ‘That that perfon cught to be the Prince 
her co do fo. of Wales, unfettered by any permanent 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, council, and free in the choice of his confi- 
the queftion between him and the Right Ho- dential fervants, 
norable Gentleman was at iffue ftill. Ithad He fhould then propofe one by one what 
“never been his cuftom by laying hold of a reftrictisns and limitauons ought to be put 
word, to put a different conitruction on the on the exercife o' the royal prerogative, and 
fentiments of any gentleman from what he laft of all the mode of fignifying the determi- 
himfelf meant they fhould bear, or to object nation of the Houfe to the Prince of Wales, 
to any explanation he might afterwards This he thought the line which the duty he 
think proper to give. He had not under- owed toa much refpected Sovereign, and the 
ftood what the Right Honcurable Gentle- confidence with which he had honoured 
man faid before to differ materially from him, bound him to purfue. He had given 
_what he had faid now, and was ftill ready his honeft and free opinion, and as fuch he 
to accept of further explanaticn, if he fhould hoped it would be received, not as matter of 
appes: not ‘to underftand him properly, He prefent difcuffion, but as information of 
differed ftill on the principal queftion; and what would come to be difcuffed. 
thought there was a manifeit inconfiftency | Mr. Fox explained what he had faid re- 
ia Mr, Fox’s argument, that the Prince of fpetting the difference between the proceed- 
Wales would not affume the poffeffion of his ings that muft neceffarily take place in cate 
fuppofed right during the fitting of Parlia- of a Parliament actually fitting, and in 
ment, without a declaration or addrefs from cafe of there being no Parliament fitting or 
both Houfes, and that fuppofing there were in exiftence. Every right of power was a 
no Parliament fitting, he would then affume truft from the people for their own benefit ; 
that right as a truft, by calling together the and in cafe of any flagrant abufe of that truft, 
xepretentatives of the nation, whether as a might be refumed as at the revolution. In 
Convention or as a Parliament; but fup- all cafes of neceflity, forms, which were 
poling the affumption to be given up, ftill ac- meant only for the protection of their liber- 
cording to the reafoning of the Right Hon, ties, muft give way to what they were in- 
Gentleman, the Houle was reftricted to the tended, for not to opprefs, but te guard. He 
mere adjudication of the right, without be- approved of the communication that had been 
ing permitted to exercife their difcretion how made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
far that right might exift, or how far it which, he faid, he would receive on the 
might be proper that it fhould, ‘The exift- terms on which it had been given, not as 
‘ matter 
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fnatter of difcuffion, but of confideration 
fle was againtt calling on the Committce 
to decide on any abftraé queftion, which 
was certainly not effentially neceffary to 
the fettlement of the nations He argued 
this point at confiderable length. It ap- 
peared that the Regent was to be vefted 
on!y with a portion of the royal prero- 
gative; and that the Houfe was to be called 
on, firlt to decide on the right, and then 
on the expediency. It. was impofflible to 
fay how far that propofition could be af- 
fented to, till the precife words of the mo- 
tion were heard. A queftion might be 
propofed to the Committee, to which they 
might agree, or which they might nega- 
tive; or it might be fuch a queftion as 
they could not entertain or confider at all. 
He doubted how far the Houfe, in its pre- 
fent fituation, could take upon them toap- 
pointa Parliamentary Regent, orto abridge 
or circum{cribe the exercife of the royal 
prerogative. At any rate, it would be 
wrong to diftraét the propolition, whatever 
it might be, by the introdu@tion of any 
abftract queftion ; and he thought the Houfe 
would beft thew their opinion by their 
aéts. Let the exercife of the executive 
government firft be reftored ; and then, as 
a legal Parliament, they might proceed to 
the difcuffion of whatever other provifions, 
for the intereft of the Sovereign and the 


fafety of the nation might appear to be’ 


requilfite. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he rofe, not to fay 
any thing on the fubje& of right or expe- 
diency, but to deprecate the bringing for- 
ward any abftra& propofition. Let Gen- 
tlemen beware how, by infifting on fuch a 
decifion, they provoked the preferring of 
that claim which had not yet been pre- 
ferred. Under fuch circumftances, it could 
noi be brought forward, but by men who 
infifted on it more, with the hope of a mo- 
mentary triumph to themfelyes, than for 
any good or ufeful purpofe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid 
the decifion appeared to him highly ne- 
ecffary and important, and he was not to 
be deterred by threats from any difcuffion 
that he thought fo. 

Lord Frederick Campbell felt himfelf 
hurt by fome expreffions of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman who {poke Jaft but one, 
the precife terms of which he did not re- 
member; meaning, as he afterwards ex- 
plained, Mr. Sheridan; but by the mif- 
take of Right Honourable for Honourable, 

ointing out Mr. Fox, he did not know, 
he faid, whether he was in Parliament, 
and at liberty to difcufs any queftion pro- 
pofed, or not; for he had heard it faid, 
fomce time ago, that they had not ‘power to 
order a new writ 

Mr. Fox faid, the noble Lord was hurt 
at expreffions which he did not remember ; 
it wag therefore rather difficult to make him 





Monthly Regifter. 





467 


eafy. It was impoffible he could mean 
any difrefpe& to the noble Lord, or to 
impute any bad motives to him in his par- 
liamentary condué. When he had the 
honour of being in his Majefty’s fervice, 
he had always the good fortune to have 
the noble Lord’s iupport; aod when he 
happened not to be in office. he had the 
misfortune to find the noble Lor’ aga‘in% 
him. He had once had the opinion of the 
noble Lord in his favour on the fubje& of 
a diffolution of Parliament, but it fell out 
that the noble Lord changed his opinion 
before he changed his, It wasimpoffible, 
therefore, that he could impute bad mo- 
tives for a condu& that had always been 
fo confiftent. 

Lord Frederick Cambell explained; and 
entered into an argument which, as we 
were not able to colleé the drift of it, we 
cannot pretend to report, 

A fhort altercation enfued between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. 
Sheridan, and the Houie adjourned to 
Tuefday. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Monpay, Dec. 15. 


Earl Fitzwilliam, in a fhort fpeech, en- 
quired of his Majcity’s fervants, whether 
they intended to bring forward any motion 
on the report of precede nts. There was 
but one opinion, his Lordthip faid, onthe 
meafures neceflary to be taken in the pre- 
fent fituation of government; and that 
was, that a Regent fhould be appointed, 
and that the Prince of Wales ought to be 
the Regent 

Earl Camden was of opinion, the quef- 
tion of right ought to be clearly fated, as 
it proceeded from very refpe@table au- 
thority [Lord Loughborough ]—and that 
a day thould be appointed for that pur- 
pole, when the report » as rx adv. 

His Royal Highnefs the Duxe of York, 
after apologizing for intsud ng himfelf on 
their Lordihips, and complimenting the 
candour of the Houfe, recommended mo- 
deration and unanimity. In their Lord- 
fhips zcal for the fafety and honour of the 
Crown, and the public welfare, the dif- 
cuffion of an unclaimed right may have 
been carried too far. It was impoflibie 
that it could be attended with any good 
confequences. The prefent unhappy fitus 
ation of the executive power—a calamity 
which he, asa Peer of Parliament, felt in 
common with them all, and as an indi- 
vidual he could not but feel the wound in 
the tendcreft part—called for moderation 
and deliberate wifdom. The Houfe of 
Brunfwick were impreffod with the higheft 
love and refpeét for the nation at large. 
This confideration, alone, would certainly 
g3Ne2 prevent 
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prevent any fleps being taken on the pre- 
jent calamitous occatjon, without the pre 
vious advice and deliberation of both 
Houles of Parliament; and if his royal 
brother, [the Prince of Wales] was to 
addrefs their Lordthips, as a Peer of 
Patliament, he would exprefs the fame 
fentiments. 

The Lord Chancellor was adverfe to by- 
pothetical difquifitions, which could tend 
to nothing but divifion. There were but 
two objects in view; the ane, the general 
good of the nation, which called aloud for 
fome fettlement of an efficient govern- 
ment; the other, the fafety of the Crowned 
Head. The Crown muit remain where it 
is, but the efficient power mult be placed 
in kands where it may be exerted for our 
general good. The qucttion ought there- 
iore to be avoided, and the public good 
only confidered. Vhis he was certain was 

Phe with of the illuftrious perfonage whom 
tt moft intimately concerned. 

In fpeaking of his Majefly, and the many 

Avours he received at his toyal hands, his 
Lordihip thus ttrongly expreffed himfelf— 
‘If ever I forget or torfake my King, 
‘© may God forget and forfake me!’’ 

His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Glocef- 
ter earneflly reque fted their Lordthips to 
proceed with tempcr. It was the Prince 
of Wales’s with, that every neceilary con- 
flituticnal form might be preferved upon 
the prelent meianc holy occaficon; and he 
knew it was the heart-felt with of every 
branch o° his illuitrious relatives, that 
harmony end unamimtiy might be pre- 
ferved, and that all unneceilary quettions 
might be avoided, 

Adjourned. 


MOUSE or COMMONS, 


Tvusspay, Dees 16, 


The Houfe met, and at four o'clock 
went into a Commiitice on the State of the 
Nation, Alderman Watfon in the Chair. 

Mr. Pitt opened the buiinefs, by> la- 
meniing the caufe that gave rife to the pre- 
tent gucltion; called the Members atten- 
fion to the importance of the fubjc& 5 
informed them of the neceflity of fupply- 
ing the defeé in the exercife of the royal 
guthority ; and that it was the duty of the 
two Houtes of Partiament fo to do. 

He then entered into a difquifition of 
Mr. Fox’s declaration of the Prince's in- 
herent right to the exercife of the royal 
fanGion during the King’s incapacity, and 
forcibly contradiéted that affertion; de- 
precated whatever confequences might 
arife from a difcuffion of fo important a 
fubjeét, and declared he was not the caufe 
.of bringing it forward; but that being 
once agitated, pollcrity Was concerned in 
the decifiva. LIanhis tiequent references to 
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the Committee's report of precedents, be 
dwelt chiefly on thatin the reign of Henry 
the Sixth, when a Regency was formed in 
confequence of the indifpofition of the 
King ; and proved, that the appointment 
ot the then Prince of Wales to the ofhce 
of Regent, was by the fpecial aét of the 
two Houles of Parliament, under certain 
rettrictions and limitations; and that the 
right of the Heir Apparent to the exercife 
of the regal funétions during the incapacity 
of the King, was not even thought of in 
thofe days. ‘He fupported his argument 
by quotations from {everal law authorities, 
and emphatically faid—If the exercile of 
the royal authority could beaffumed with- 
out the appointment of Parliament, then 
the care of the King’s perfon would de- 
volve tothe very perfon who, in his name, 
and in confequence of his infirmity, was 
exercifing the King's authority, 

God forbid, (exclaimed Mr. Pitt) that 
any one fhould be bafe enough to imagine 
that thefe obfervations, or this caution, 
could be in the moft diftant manner di- 
rected to the circumftances now depend- 
ing! God forbid, allo, that any deheacy 
towards perfons, however high and illuf- 
trious, or any confidence in charatter, 
however amiable and honourable, fhould 
ever induce us to difpenfe with the di gates 
of prudence, and the ordinances of our 
laws, as to agreeto the eftablifhment ofa 
precedent fo fundamentally fatal to evcry 
princ ple of ourconititution, and of aten- 
dency {fo injurious to the welfare of our 
country. I cannot poflibly apprehend 
that, in the fentiments I am exprefling, I 
fhoald be reprefented to the prince as un- 
dutiful or difrefpeétful ; but were I evert 
fure that L fhould be fo reprefented, I feel 
that within which prompts me to what is 
right; and will poftpone every perfonal 
confideration, to my zeal and attachment 
to my fovereign, and my duty tothe'public. 

On all thefe grounds, he contended, that 
whenever any derangement took place in 
the legiflative fyftem, Parliament was the 
organ whofe vigour was unimpaired, and 
through which the operations of the dif- 
ferent powers were performed, until the 
conilitution was reftored to its natural 
tone and energy: and as the hopes and 
withes for the recovery of his Majefty were 
univerfal, from thofe hopes and wifhes 
they thould aét, and take care that no 
powers fhould be beftowed which might 
be fo exercifed as to embarrafs or endan- 
ger his Majefty’s government, whenever 
the affli€tion may be removed which now 
renders him incapable of the adminiilra- 
tion of affairs. 

He then propofcd to the Committee the 
following Refolutions ; 

1. That it is the opinion of this Com- 
miuttec, 

‘© That his Majefly is prcwented, by his 
prefent indifpofition, from coming to his 
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Parliament, and from attending to public 
bufinefs; and that the perfonal exercile of 
the royal authority is thereby for the pre- 
fent interrupted.”’ 

II, That it is the opinion of this Com- 
mittee, 

“* That it is the right and duty of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, of Great Britain, now aflembied, 
and lawfully, fully, and freely reprefent- 
ing all the citates of the people of this 
realm, to provide the-means of fupplying 
the defect of the perfonal exercife of the 
royal authority, arnfing from his Majetty’s 
faid indifpofition, in fuch manner as the 
exigencies of the cafe may require.’’ 

Retolved, 

‘¢ That, for this purpofe, and for main- 
taining entire the conttitutional authority 
of the King, it is neceflary that the faid 
Lords Spiritual and Temporel, and Com- 
mons ot Great Britain, fhould determine 
en the means whereby the royal affent 
may be given in Parliament to fuch bills 
as may be paiied by the two Houfes of Par- 
liament, refpetting the exercife of the 
powers and authorities of the Crown, in 
the name and on the behalf of the King, 
during the continuance of his Majelty’s 
prefent indifpofition. 

The Matter of the Rolls fupported Mr, 
Pitt’s arguments. 

Lord North oppofed the propofition 
for deciding the right; as it ought to. be 
telifted by the Houfe as nugatory and 
pernicious. It was a fpeculative queftion ; 
for every queftion was {peculative or ab- 
ftraét, which carried any point further 
than it was applicable to aétion. It had 
been ftated by high authority [the Duke 
of York] that the Prince of Wales had no 
intention of urging his claim, and that he 
had too much refpe& for the genuine 
principles of our conftitution, to affume 
the adminiftration, without the fanétion 
of the Lords and Commons, What ne- 
eeflity then was ‘there to prefs a queftion 
of parliamentary right, when nothing had 
occurred to bring it into doubt, except 
an affertion from an individual member 
of the Houfe ? He afhrmed that the two 
Houfes were not juftified by conititutional 
maxims, in going one inch further than 
was abfolutely neceffary. He alked, 
what occation had the Commons to ftand 
ap in vindication of the privileges of 
the Lords, by introducing the Upper 
Houle in the refolution he was now 
combating. —— It might happen, that 
their Lordthips might differ from this 
Houfe in their decifion on this point. 
This and other bad confequences might 
refult from a perfeverance in agitating 
fuch a queftion. With regard to the third 
refolution, he faid, that the two Houles, 
anaded by the third branch of the legif- 
lature, had no-power tof make ever a 





turnpike bill. How then ¢quld they le- 
giflate in a,matter of fuch importance as . 
limiting, by a bill, the. power of a Re- 
gent ? He conjured the Houfe to reflect 
on thefe circumitances, and not think of 
re-cafting the conititution. He concluded 
with moving, in oppofition to the fecond 
and third reielution, ** That the chairman 
fhould leave the chair, and report progrefs.’” 
Mr, Fox, aiter defending himielf againft 
the perfonal attack made by Mr, Pitt, 
combated the legal precedents dwelt on 
by the latter, and afferted there was n@ 
one in point—And afked the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, fince he feamed determined 
to makqgait a perfonal queition between 
them, yy he did not propofe his own 
Cpinion to be adopted, as the refolutions 
of the Houfe; ** That the Prince of 
** Wales had no greater right to the Re- 
‘* gency than any individual among 
** them ?”—Since he was determined to 
have recour{e to his majority, why did 
he not make ufe of it to carry his own 
queition ? The reafon was, that he dared 
not propofe it to the Houfe. He knew, 
that as foon as it had been uttered, it had 
met with the moft pointed reprobation ; 
and wherever it had been circulated, pub« 
lic execration had attended it. It was 
an Opinion in which the Right Hon, Gen- 
tleman wes confcious, that he could not 
be fupported by twenty perfons in that 
affembly. He had been obliged, imme- 
diately after he had made that monftrous 
affertion, to attempt to qualify it with 
the declaration, ‘ that it would be wrong 
‘*to appoint any other perfon than the 
“ Heir Apparent to the Regency;’’ but 
the Houfe had certainly no idea-of pol- 
feiling a right, which, if exercifed, be- 
came a wrong.—He had acknowledged, 
that the exercife of this right, which he 
infifted belonged to the Two Houfes of 
Parliament, would be a breach of duty 
to their conflituents, yet he would not 
give up the rght; but vindicated its pro- 
priety from his difcretion in the ule of 
it. It was, however, Mr. Fox main- 
tained, the fupreme legiflature alone that 
had power to do wrong, The three 
branches, confifting of King, Lords, and 
Commons, might fet afide the fucceffion, 
and deprive the Prince of Wales of his 
right: but it was not in the power of the 
Two Houfes, any more than it was in 
that of the Minifter himfelf. He had al- 
lowed, that in cafe of the demife of the 
King, nothing fhort of an a@ of exclu- 
fion, could fet afide the Prince of Wales, 
or prevent him from fuccceding, as a 
matter of courfe, to the inheritance of the 
crown; while, in reality, nothing lefs 
than {uch an aét could exclude him from 


‘the Regency. The royal prerogative migi 


be thought toa want retrenchment; but 
then the-conftiuptional, and only fair ~— 
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of attempting fo retrench it) was, when 
the crown was in acapacity to defend. ic- 
felf, not when the Two Houfes had fet 
up a pageant, a mere fhadow, fine pon- 
dere corpus, to which nothing but their 
own atts gave life and animation. In the 
way in which they propofed to treat it, 
it would ftand a defencele{s butt, expofed 
to the itroke of every weapon that might 
be dire&ted againft it. He then proceeded 
to fhew, that the principle of eleéting a 
Regent, by the vote of the Two Houfes, 
would be much the fame thing ‘as to ef- 
tablith an ele&tive monarchy : and that if 
they judged it proper to circumfcribe the 
toyal prerogative, they should firit inveft 
the proper perfon with that prerogative, 
aa then contend openly and manfully 
againft it: otherwife an acute lawyer 
might be found, who would plaufibly 
advatice, “ that though we mutt allow the 
* monarchy to be hertditury, the executive 
“ power may be cleffive."* The Crown 
and its funétions were thus whimiically 
feparated, as if they were two diftiné 
things, though the one is the effence, and 
the other merely the name. 

After etaneriding againft his adverfary’s 
arguments thus, he faid—To be accuted 
of contending againft the privileges of 
the Houfe of Commons, was a new fitua- 
tion to Him; the accufation, however, 
was falfe : he had always contended ftre- 
nuoufly for thofe privileges : and he alfo 
fought againft the prerogative of the 
Crown; but then he had fought againft 
an enémy in the plenitude of his power, 
which it was the glory of an Englifhman 
to do, and not againft one laid low and 
extended at his feet. Several other to- 
pics he eXpatiated on, and then voted 
againft the refolutions. 

Mr. Pitt replied briefly, and farcafti- 
eally remarked on the profpe& Mr. Fox 
had before him of being a member of a 
new adminiftration. 

Several members afterwards delivered 
their opinions, and at half bry two in 
the morfing, the Houfe divided, 





For the fecond refolution - 268 
Againft it - - 204 
Majority - 6 


4 
The third was then carried without a 
Givifion, and the Houfe adjourned. 


Tuurspay, Dec. 18. 


Mr. Pitt having moved the erder of the 
day for receiving the report of the Com- 
Mittee on the State of the Nation, 

Col. Fitzpatrick requefted it might be 
poftponed till to-morrow, on account of 
Mr. Fox’s indifpofition, when it was ex- 
peéted he would be enabled to attend. 


Agreed te—and adjourned. | 
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Fartpay, Dee. 19. 


Alderman Watfon appeared at the bat, 
with the refolutions of the Committee 
on the State of the Natron; and they be- 
ing ordered to be brought up, ; 

Sir John Sinclair agreed to the firft, but 
objeéted to the fecond, as_myfterious ; 
and requelted Mr. Pitt would inform the 
Houfe, what were the means by which 
it was his intention to fupply the defeét 
in the exercife of the royal authority. 

Mr. Pitt faid,, If the refolutions which 
are .now going to be reported, appear 
myfterious or obfcure, I am very ready 
to explain them to the Hon. Baronet.--- 
The means which I intend to employ 
for fupplying the defeé& in the exercife of 
the royal authority, are clearly pointed 
out in the third refolution. But if that 
is not fufficiently plain, I will endeavour 
to make it fo, It is a received maxim in 
law, “ that the royal power is always in 
‘** being and in vigor, though the perfon 
‘who is to exercife it, may be-for a 
* time incapable of ufing it.’”? Upon this 
maxim I mean to build a preceeding. I 
intend to propofe that a perfon or perfons 
fhould be authorifed by the two Houfes 
of Parliament, to exercife this living 
power of the Crown, fo far as to be 
enabled to put the Great Seal to a Come 
miffion for opening the Parliament, and 
give the royal affent to fuch bills as may 
be pafled by the two Houfes refpeéting 
the exercife of the powers and authority 
of the Crown, in the name, and on the 
behalf of the King, during the continu- 
ance of his Majefty’s illnefs. The Great 

Seal to fuch a Commiflion will make it a 
record to which credit muft be given, 
and which muft legalize all fubfequent 
proceedings, grounded up »n the authorit 
derived from it. In this there is no ait. 
guife or myftery.. What fhould be the 
claufes or provifions of the bills to 
which the royal affent thould be given 
under fuch a commiflion, it is not m 
intention this day to detail; when 1 thal] 
move for leave to bring in thofe bills, I 
will fully explain to the Houfe what is) 
to be the purport or object of ther; at 
prefent it would be premature to enter 
upon that fubjeé& 

Sir J, Sinclair was alarmed at this; as 
the Parliament was to be opencd by a 
ftion before a Regent was appointed ; 
and this fuppofed. to be done with the 
King’s confent, although the firft refolu- 
tion declared his Majefty incapabic of 
tranfaéting bufinefs, But this fi@ion of 
law cannot be maintained againft a pofi- 
tive act of Parliament paffed in the reign 
of Charles Il declaring that the two 
Houfes could not make laws, and fub- 
jefting to penaltics thofe whe thould 
maintain that they could, 

The 
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The report was then brought up, and 
Sir Grey Cooper objected to it zn toto. 
His arguments were drawn from hiftorical 
fadts, chiefly from the reign of Henry VI. 

Mr. Dempiter was of opinion the Houfe 
was wrong from the beginning; and to 
fet them right, moved the following 
amendment to the fecond refolution :--- 
To leave outthe word right in the fecond 
line; and alio to.leave out the words 
‘© in {uch manner as the exigency of the 
** cafe may feem to require,’’ and infert 
in their ttead the following: ‘ by ad- 
“ drefling his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
‘© of Wales, the heir apparent to the 
*6 Crown, and now of fuli age, to take 
*¢ upon him the ¢are of the civil and Mi- 
‘¢ litary affairs of the kingdom, during 
“ his Majetty’s illnefs, and no longer.” 

This amendment, he iaid, would re- 
ftore the third eftate. and then the Houle 
might proceed regularly to pals bills, 
and propofe what limitations it thought 
proper to the Regent, who would have 
a power of aifenting or diffenting. 

Mr. Pitt -——ihe Committee having de- 
clared it to*be the right and duty of the 
Lords and Commons, to provide means 
to fupply the prefent defeét in the exer- 
cife of the royal power, are there not 
-words in the amendment, which might 
be: conftrued to arraign that right, and 
overturn it? The ftating the Pritice to be 
Heir Apparent, and to be of full age, 
was fomething like an infinuation that it 
was becaufe he was Heir Apparent, and 
of. full age, that he was to be addreffed 
to take upon him the adminiflration of 
affairs, to which thefe words would im- 
ply he had a right. fr 

Mr. Fox was ftill of opinion, -that the 
Prince had a right to the Regency, but 
as the Committee had decided otherwile, 
he would no longer difpute the point: 
and therefore he, for one, would con- 
fent that the words Heir Apparent, and 
of full age, thould be left out. 

The queftion was here put upon the firit 
part of the amendment, for leaving out 
the word * right."’ The amendment was 
reje&ted, and the word retained without 
a divifion. 

After a fhort debate, the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The third’ refolution was then read. 
This Mr. Pitt confidered the fame as the 
fecond. 

It being now ten at night, it was pro- 
pofed, and agreed to adjourn the debate 
to Monday. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Monpay, Dec. 22. 


The order of the day was read, for the 
adjourned confideration of the third Refo- 
Jution contained in the report of !aft Tuef- 





Manthly Regifter. 


4nr 


day’s Committee, as-well as of thie amend* 
ment propeted by Mr, Dempfter. 

This amendment was, that, for the 
words, ‘* fhould determine on the means,” 
to the end of the Refolution, there be ins 
ferted thele words, viz. ** fhould addrefs 
‘* his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
‘* to take upon bim the adminiftration of 
‘“ the kingdom, during. his Majefty’s ill 
** nefs, and no longer.” 

Mr. Burke then rofe, and after prefacin 
his fpeech by difclaiming al] creed 
views upon the prefent occafion, obferved, 
that the two houfes were in a ftate ‘of inacw 
tivity, arifingifrom the vacancy in the exers 
cife of the third branch of the tegiflatures 
and that whatever méafures they. now had 
recourfe to, were juftifiable only in pro 
portion as they flowed from abfolute ne- 
ceflity, This neceflity, he faid, operated 
to its own deftruétion; for, when thofe 
fteps, which were deemed ftri@ly necefi 
fary, were purfued, the neceffity then 
ceaicd. The queftion, was, whether there 
exilted a neceflity for iffuing a commiffion 
in the King’s natne, under the Great Seal, 
to pafs a bill for the eftablithment of thé 
Regency. When the two Houfes were de- 
prived of the aid and ‘co-operation of the 
third branch, they were incompetent to 
the exercifé of any one a& of legiflation. 
Being at prefent in this ftate, they were b 
no means juftified, as he conceived, i 
ufing the king’s name to a commillion for 
giving the royal affent toa propofed bilk 
In the vacancy now exifting, the’rules of 
hereditary right ought ‘to be reverted toz 
that hereditary right which had been found 
an etfeétual bulwark againft the encroach- 
ments of ambition, and the intrigues of 
cabal. The perfon who ftood next in fuc- 
ceflion, provided he weré of full age, was 
as much entitled to the Regency,’ during 
the Sovereign’s incapacity, as he was to the 
Crown, incafe ofa demife. tut this doc- 
trine had been peremptorily denied by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman oppofite him, who 
had afferted an equal right to the Regency 
to exill in every individual of the nation; 
and who, in affirming this fentiment, had 
aimed a fevere ftroke at the conftitution of 
the country. If the royal affent was want- 
ed. who had a right to give it, during the 
King's inability, but the Heir Apparent? 
Infiead, therefore, of nominating a phan- 
tom of fovereignty, with black brows andigf 
large wig, ascommiffioner to give the royal 
affent, the two Houfes ought to addrefs the 
Prince of Wales to take the regal power 
upon him, and give the affent that was thus 
required To give affent, in his Majefty’s 
name, by a commiffion, as if he were ftill 
capable of governing, would be a mean 
fraud, alow forgery, inconfiftent with the 
true maxims of the confitution. ‘I difs 
«© claim,’ faid Mr. Burke, ‘‘allallegiante 
«¢ to this idol of kingly power, this phan- 
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** tom ofauthority, ereated by thofe who 
*¢ have no juftifiable reafons for creéting 
“ itl worthip the gods of the conftitu- 
* tion,’? That the two Houfes fhould re- 
folve themfelves into.a fort of republic, and 
ere&t anew monarchy in this way, was, he 
faid, ftrangely abfurd. He defied any gen- 
tleman.of the law to produce a fingle pre- 
eedent thet would warrant fuch an undue 
aflumption of power. It ought to be a 
anan, a.living man, that fhould ftand in the 
place of the monarch; not an idol erected 


by a ftate carpenter, He then made fome 


yemarks on the Revolution, in which no- 
thing was done that was not really necef- 
fary. The policy of that grand meafure, 
was to eftablifh the libesties of the people 
on a firm bafis, as well as to fecure the he- 
reditary fucceffion on'a regular footing. 
The fame policy would juftify them in fix- 
ing the Prince of Wales in the fole admi- 
niltration of the kingdom. He mentioned 
it as an unprecedented cireumftance, that 
a mere word from an hon. gentleman, 
Mr. Fox, had been the foundation for a re- 
folution of great importance (the fecond 
zefolution in the report) from which the 
yefolution now unger debate flowed as a 
kind of corollary, according to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman who had moved them, 
though he was not inclined to adopt that 
@pinion. It was referved, he faid, for the 
prefent period, to make a mere individu- 
al’s words of fuch confequence as to be the 
round-work of a forma] refolution of 
th Houfes of Parliament. After dwel- 
Jing on the impropriety of ufiug the fidtion 
of ufing the King’s name to the commiffion 
above referred to, he took notice of the 
ropofal for limiting the authority of the 
lon Regent; a propofal, for which one 
reafon affigned was, to prevent the effeés 
of the ill advice to which his Royal High- 
nefs would be expofed from the party, to 
whom he feemed attached. The idea of 
limitation would, in his opinion, be un- 
jultifiable and unmanly—it would be tak- 
tng advantage of his Majefty’s unfortu- 
nate ftate, to attack and abridge the rights 
of his fon. With regard to the creation of 
Peers, any propofition for preventing the 
too great increafe of honours, would come 
with avery ‘ll grace from one who, fince 
the year 1784, had made a large addition to 
the Pecrage, If his Royal Highncfs fhould 
,be inclined to revive the memory of the 
»Marguis of Rockingham, by a renewal of 
‘that title, or to beltow fome honours on 
any branch of the illufirious houfe of Ca- 
vendifh, would it be decent or honourable 
to reftrict him in the exercife of fuch a pri- 
vilege? This plan of abridging the prero- 
gative inthe hands of the Regent, favonred 
of a profeription, which the Sylla A the 
day meditated againft the adverfe j nity. 
Sir John Scott (Solieitor-General) vir.di- 
cated the expediewcy, as wetl as the pio- 


priety, of adopting the mode of procuring 
the royal affent propofed by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 1t had nothing in it 
that was unconftitutional, and therefore 
did not merit the cenfures which had been 
thrown out againft it. It had been faid, 
ona former day, if the two Houfes went fo 
far as to procure the royal affent, in the 
way before ftated, to the Regency Bill, 
they might proceed to pafs other bills in 
the fame way; hut this was not a juft con- 
cluiion—for it was a maxim which ought to 
be attended to, that the right which is cre- 
ated by neceflity, is alfo limited by the 
fame necellity; confequently, when they 
had gone fo far as to pafs the Regency Bill, 
there they would ftop. As a juftification of 
the ufe of the Great Seal in the King’s 
name, he obferved, that, notwithftanding 
his Majefty’s temporal incapacity, his poli- 
tical capacity, in the eye of the law, re- 
mained entire ; and that, on this ground, 
there would be no illegality in applying 
his name to the bill in queftion. No Re- 
gent, he thought, could be lawfully ap- 
pointed but inthis way. Ifa commiffiog 
had been made before the two Houfes met 
on the 2oth of laft month, to ‘oven the Par- 
liament, he was of opinion, that it would 
have been legal; and, if that ftep had been 
taken, much debate might have been avoid 
ed. He replied to fome of Mr. Burke’s 
obfervations, and alfo animadverted on 
fome expreffions which had fallen from 
Lord North in a preceding debate. 

Sir John Aubrey declared his difappro- 
bation of the idea of abridging the Re- 
gent’s authority. He thought there was 
no foundation for fo violent a meafure, 

Lord North replied to the remarks of 
the Solicitor General. He maintained, 
that the two Houfes, without the third 
eftate of the realm, had not the {malleit 
right to the privilege of legiflation, and 
were therefore utterly incompetent to 
perform that which was now propofed as 
the fubje& of the third refolution. He 
Rated his objections to this fcheme in a 
ftrong point of view. If the Lords and 
Commons, he faid, fhould procure the 
royal affent to any bill, by having the 
Great Seal put to a commiffion, they 
would themfelves reprefent the regal 
ofice. The Commitffioner or Commif- 
fioners appointed by them would be ufed 
by them in a minifterial capacity, with- 
out right of difcretion; and would, in 
confequence, be very far from forming 
the thitd eftate, which alone could co- 
operate with the two others in enaéting 
laws. The fupplying of the vacancy of 
the third branch in this mode, wauld be 
wholly inadequate to the purpofe, and 
repugnant to the fpirit of the conttitu- 
tion, There ought neceffarily to be three 
fubftantial branches of the Icgiflature to 
wake any law, if any one, thereforc, was 
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inadequate and unfubftantial, as would 
mhanifeffly be the eafe with the Commif- 
fioners appointed by the two Houfes 
themfélves, the refult of fuch a conjunc- 
tion would be invalid. ‘What would pafs 
for the three eflates, would, in that cafe, 
he the Lords, the Commons, and a third 
Branch, or father phantom of a branch, 
created by them for the {pecial purpofe of 
enatting a Jaw. Jt was a well-know# 
maxim, Qui facil per alienum, facit per 
Jfe—when it would follow that the Lords 
and Commons, who created this tempo- 
rary fubftitute for the third eflate, made 
it their fole a&. This'reminded him of 
the legal reafoning in the cafe of Strad. 
ling verfus Stiles (in Swift's Mifcellanies) 
where fix black horfes, fix white ones, 
and fix pied ones, had been bequeathed ; 
and where it was obferved by thie counfel 
on one fide, that the fix white horfes 
were bequeathed to fuch a perfon becaufe 
the fix black ones were, and the fix pied 
G6nes, becaufe the fix black and white 
ones were fo; by a parity of reafoning, 
the Commons made fuch a law, the Lords 
did the feme becaufe the Commons did 
it, and then the Lords and Commons 
again. This was an abfurdity which, he 
hoped, the Hou‘’e would take into their 
ferious confideration. He ftated, that in 
the cafe of the Bill of Rights, the two 
Houfes had only declared aad prepared 
fuch a bill, but had no power to enaé it, 
nor did they enaét it till the third eftate 
was added to the other two. The fame 
line of condu& ought now to be purfued. 
They ought not to think of ccnthing an 
thing like a law, till they had’ fupplied, 
not with a mere tool or creature of their 
own, but with a fubftantial body, the 
vacancy in the executive department.— 
The learned gentleman (Sir Se Scott) 
Rad dwelt on the perfeétion of the King’s 
political capacity; but, if that idea ferved 
as the foundation of a commiffjon under 
the Great Seal for pafling one bill, as if 
the throne ‘was ftill completely occupied, 
it might be carried to a ftill greater ex- 
nt; and they would have no occafion to 
think of fupplying the vacancy, But if 
it was to be filled up, let them adopt the 
fimple mode of acting recommended by 
the Hon. Gentleman’s: amendment, Ict 
them addrefs the Prince of Wales, de- 
firing him to take the reias of adminiftra- 
tion into his own hands; and then would 
be the time, after the Parliament fhould 
hiave been regularly opened, to propofe. 
any bil) that-‘might be deemed neceffary, 
with regard -to limitations, or any other 
imeature, ? 
-: Mr. Fox, in a fpeech ofan hour and a 
half, fupported the amendnent. He firft 
took up the Solicitor General's _pofi- 
ion, that ‘*the power created by thecom- 
* miffion weuld no the dangerous, becaufe, 
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‘* It was created from neceffity, and when | 


“that neceflity ceafed to exift, the power 


“confequently céafed.”” This Mr. Fox 
fhewed from incontrovertible arguments 
was not the fact ; becaafe when the power 
Was once conveyed, what authority was 
to limit its bounds ?_An executive branch 
of the legiflature, depending upon the 
breath of the two Houfes of Parliament, | 
was confequently compleatly fubfervient 
to the powers that created it, and muft 
of courfe keep pace with every ftep taken 
by its creators, however abfurd, how- 
ever monftrous. A Legiflature thus ereéted 
was infinitely more dangerous than even 
an open ufurpation of the two Houfes : 
becaufe it had been well obferved by the 
learned Solicitor, that in the latter cafe 
the judges of the land could not dare to 
aét under fuch an authority; whereas in 
the former, being fanétioned by the forms 
of the Conftitution, at the moment that 
it pofleffed not an iota of the fpirit and 
effence, it would be fraught with the 
molt mifchievous confequences. But what 
was this monfter of a, Legiflature to effe& 
when erected ? We are repeatedly told, 
that tt muft fpring from neceflity alone, 
and this neceffity 1s to limit the power of 
the Regent ; mr when once that point ts 
effedted, then it ceafes! Here Mr. 
Fox defired to give his idea of the contti- 
tational power of a Regent, Let that 
power center in whomfoever it may, it 
mutt of neceffity be placed in his hands 
for one purpofe only, namely, to fupply 
the regal power for the benefit of the 
public at large. If this is not the office 
of a Regent, then the Houfe is wafting 
its time very idly. Now, as this pofi- 
tively cannot be Scnita. then this argu- 
ment came full in the face of his oppo~ 
nents, viz. that without this Regent, in- 
veited with the regal prerogative of af- 
fembling, with the powers of proroga- 
tion and diffolving Parliament, with a 
power to affent to, or diffent from biils ; 
then he pofitively infifted, that the office 
could not be exercifed for public benefit, 
or any one purpofe of public utility.— 
This he challenged any gentleman to 


‘deny. In this view, the commiffion would 


undermine the conftitution in the very , 
outfet of it, and indeed in the only in- 
ftance in which it was intended to be 
ferviceable. Amongft all the precedents 
which had been induftrioufly hid before 
the Houfe, not one of them juftified the 
meaiure—not one,of them fanétioned the 
priscip of limiting the power of 2 
egent from calling together, proroguing, 
and diffolving Parliament. We will for 
a@ moment, bis Mr. Fox, fuppofe t 
the favourite precedent of Heary VI, 
is analagous to the prefent purpofe, which 
it certainly is not; but taken upon that 
ground, ne it operate? There was 
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no A& of Parliament to inflitute a cont 
miffion to ufe the authority of the Great 
Seal. The faé was, that the Bifhop of 
Durham, who then held the office of 

Chanceilor, carried the Seal into the pre+ 
fence of the young monarch, then only 
nine months old, and delivered it to the 
Matter of the Rolls, who had previouily 

p.ffed a. commiffion under the ci Seal, 
authorifing him to grant a commiflion of 
the office of Regent to the Duke of York, 
—This grant was accordingly pafied, and 
the Duke held the office, with all. the 
prerogatives, which-ase of neceflily at- 
tached to it, forthe public benefit _ Thus 
they were by.mo means borne out by the 
precedent which they had moft relied on. 

If this. precedenr failed, .which it, evi- 
dently did, with much lefs confidence, 
could they refort to.the principle of the 
revolution, What was the plain fenfe of 
the important bufinefs of that day? Not 
that a commi!sion, was inftituted. to ftrip 
the legal euthority of its ufe and weight 
in the conftitution. On, the. contrary, the 
Convention addreficd the Prince -of 
Orange, to take the, Civil and Military 
Government under his care, and left all 
the legal. prerogatives of the Crown in 
their original fate, 

They did not prefume to grafp the, 
whele conftitution.into their hands: they 
knew it was a do@rine replete with the 
moft deftru€tive principles. | Before he 
finally took leave of the fubje&, he cauld 
not forbear to quote the ad of the 13th 
Charles II. by which a&s or ordinances 
of the two Houfes are exprefsly declared 
not to have the force of iaw.. It was 
worthy of remark, thatthrs a¢t was paffed 
at a period of our hiltory when many of 
the ancient prerogatives of the Crown were 
abolifhed. It was therefore paifed as a 
dive& cenfurg upon the, late proceedings 
of the two Houfes, which had ufurped the 
law and ‘the conftitution into their hands, 
Here was dire& and pofitive law, and, on 
which he would place his firm reliance; 
and yet the attempt to create: a third 
power, ‘under the influence of. the other 
two, was now attempted in the very teeth 
of that at of Parliament. After having 
eftablifhed this pojht, , 

“Mr. Fox turned ‘the queftion in another 
point of view. He fairly acknowledged, 
that, in all great exigencies of ftate, Tike 
the prefent, the firft proceedings mnft.orie 
ginate in a certain exertion of power, not. 
iminediately conformable to the letter of 
the conftitution ; but this did not alter the 
nature ofthe cafe. The great confidera- 
tion’ was, upon fuch occafions, to. pre- 
ferve aetna the government, It was, 
tl is that aétuated the great men at the Reyo-, 
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lution, I¢ was not then a queftion whether 
the, Princeffes Mary or Anne. were legally 
intitled to the crown; but whether th 
conttitution and religion of the kingdom,, 
as. by law eftablifhed, cyuid, be pre erved, 
uplefs William was placed upon the 
throne. . The neceflity which he had heard. 
fo much about juttified” ‘ the, meafure, 
A;-d here he joined iffye with the learne 
Solicitor General; namely, there-were two 
obvious methods of putting thefe firft lead- 
ing fteps mio execution, hat which was, 
the molt analogous to the conftitution, was, 
that chofen at the Revolution: the kingly: 
power was reftored. _ The Convention 
then afumed the proper funétions of Par- 
liament, and, the conftitution was. rene 
dered compleat, This was not only the 
fimple, but, the. radical method of proz 
ceeding By, the fame fimple mode, ap, 
addre{fs to the Prince. could affe&, the fame, 
urpofes. But, (faid Mr. Fox), I am, ane, 
wered, No; fuch a. meaiure would cons, 
vey the regal, power to.the Prince, which 
the two Houfes of Psgliament have no aus. 
thority to. do.—Mark the inconfiftency,! 
They fay it is illegal to inveft the Prince, 
with the Regency; and yet, in the fame 
breath, they.declare, that a monftrous. fics 
tion, of. law, a forgery of the Great Seal,, 
athird eflate can be ereéted ; and then this, 
legiflature, conjointly fo created, can ftrip, 
the executive government of its. vigoun 
and. eflence, and appoint any. perfon, it 
pleafes. to the exercife of the mutilated 
powers of the Regency. ‘ 

Mr. Pitt immediately rofe ; and, after 
complimenting Mr, Fox, combated all hig 
arguments in an able and masterly manner 5 
but.it being paft twelye, and the queftioa, 
being loudly calledifor, 

The Speaker put,the queflion, viz,  } 

_“ That the words propofed, to. be, lefg 
out fland part. of the.motion,”’ ae 

Upon which the Houle divided, : 

, For | = 25 4 ’ 
Againt, — 17 


_—_—— 


5 Majority . 
The. refolution cons enplaparthe and, 
agreed to. ‘ 
Mr. Pitt then moved the two. following 
refolutions, which were alfo agreed to. 
Refolved, 
** That the faid refolutions. be commun 
nicated to the Lords ata conference.” 
Refolved, 
¢ That.a conference be defired with the 
Lords on a, matter of high importance to 
the King and the. nation ;.and: that the 
Marquis of Worcefter do defire thefame.4 
The Committee on-the State of the Na- 
tion was deferred till, Monday next, d 
Adjourned, ; ’ 
t 
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Vienna, Nov. a, 


PUTELLIGENCE has been received 
here, that, {oa the eaft of laft.month, a 
.sonfiderable detachment from the | Impt- 
dxial arty, under the command of Count 
arrath, :attecked the Turkidh garrtlon-at 
Vipalanka, amovating to! one thoufand 
men, which, aftcr.a very objiynate refif- 
ntance, at length capitulated upon; honora- 
ble terns» The lofs. ofsthe Turks, in this 
action amounted sto, one hundret-and for- 
ety nen Kilied,. and four hundred and: fifty 
ridepers. . The remainder of the garrrion 
nd means to efcaperinte,fome faicks. 
» Rome, November 4. A fatal accident 
happened Jately at thd caitle of Anguil- 
lara; ‘The Abbe Mengs, fon of the ce- 
lebrated painter of that name, being de- 
firoas of feeing that ¢afile, went, tinther 
sin‘ a-hunting drefs with fome friends, and 
@arrying ;his gun -in»a carolefs manner, 
whilft he was obferving the building, it 
went off, and the balls lodged in the 
throat of a young lady who was reading 
in aswindow:: fhe died three;days-yaiter, 
aged 26 years, witbout charging the au- 
thor of her premature: death wath any, ac- 
eufation, though he has given bail to at- 
tend his trial, when we hope he will be 
\difcharged. 

Lifbony November 9. The fhip which 
the government of Goa fends annually to 
Europe is arrived in, this port, and has 
brought the particulars relative to the con- 
{piracy againft the government of Goa, of 
‘which the following are the principal cir- 
cumftances:—A confiderable number of 
+Roman Priefts had formed a defign of f{e- 
oparating the city of Goa, and other Por- 
rtuguefe. eftablifhments on the coalt of Ma- 
labar,.from.government, and to eftablith 


an independant republic after the cxam- | 


ple of the Americans. To efie& their 
purpofe, it was neceffary thatthey fhould 
oget rid of all the Europeans; and they 
had already gained over the bakers and 
-furgeons to their party ; the former to 
»paifon the bread which the Europeans uf- 
ed, andthe latter to adminifter a ftronger 
,{poifon to. them when called to their ailiit- 
ance; and Tippoo Saib had an army of 
- 8500 orgod:men in the neighbourhood, 
ready to fupport the confpirators, One of 
ithe priefts concerned in the plot falling 
fick, difcovered all to.his confeffor, who, 
with the fick man’s confent, gave. intelli- 
gence of it\to. government, who teok their 
meafures fo well, that the fame evening 
they arrefted all the con{pirators, except 
ene, who fled with the news to the camp 
ef TippooSaib, Weare aflured that 20@ 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


_perfons have been feized and imprifoned 


apon this, oécafion, ’ 
1 Hanover, November 22... His Serene 
Highnefs .Franais Juttiniani, Prince , of 
Chio and the Holy Empire, born Knight 
of the Reyal Order ef Chri, died at 
Gottinguen, othe gift mitant, aged,..724 
years, »By bis death the only remains.at 
prefent of the branch,of., Prince. /Vinceat 
Judi nieniy Sovereign of Chio, from whomn | 
the Turks took his eftates, are, -Mximilj- 
du Judinin.ani, -at prefent. Prince of Chie, 
whois @ Colonel in the fervice, of the 
Ele&ter Pelatine, and Prince Fiancis.his 
fon, at: officer in the 19th regimeat.of 
Waldeck, -in the fervice of. Holland. 
Paris, Dec. 19. Va all the dittle imter- 
courfe there is at prefent, the only, fub- 
jets Of. converfatien are the ditlreifes of 
the poor, and the frequency of robbe- 
vies. From St..Germains we learn, that.a 
poor man of good character, after having 
murdered his three children, had defiroy- 
ed him(elf. “In the fiveets of Paxis, a 


.gent]ethan) was attackéd by three robbets, 


wio according to the cuftom 0: ‘this coun- 
try; began chy attempting to aflaffinate 
him: @ -hackeacy, coachman driving -hy 
with anempty coach, at the fame tame, 
fecing what pafled, cried out alowd as if 
he had a fare, ** Gentlemen, alight. with 
“© your fwords, and refcue a geutleman, 
“ whom fome villains ate™yoing to “‘mur- 
*¢ der!” The affaffins alarmed at thiscry, 
immediatély took to theit heels: the 
coachman droye to the gentleman, .and 
took him, and condufted him home. I[n 
recompence for his alfiftance, the gentle- 
men gave the peor fellow two -loujs d’ors 
onalighting, and bid the man come next 
day for a further reward. The poor fel- 
low returned as he was ordered, and 
found a promife ready written, for a pen- 
fion of 400 livres a year, which the gen- 
tleman gave him, faying, ‘“‘ Friend, you 
** have faved my live, it is juft that I 
“© fhould take care of yours.”’ 





A M ERiIC A. 


New York, September 26. Captain Tho- 
mas Read, in the fhip Alliance, bound 
to China, failed from Philadelpbia in the 
month of June, 1787, and arrived at Can- 
ton on the .29d‘day of December sin the 
fame year, having navigated ona route 
as yet unprattifed by any other fhip. 
Taking foundings off the'Cape of Gond 
Hope, he Reered tothe fouth-eaward, 
encircling all. the ealern and fouthern 
iflands of the Jndian ocean, pafling the 
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South Cape of New Holland; and on 


his paffage’” to the northward again to- » 


wards Canton, between the latitude of 7 
and 4 degrees fouth, and between the 
‘Tongitude of 156 and 262 degrees eaft, 
he difcovered a number of iflands, the 
“$phabitants of which were black, with 
curled or. woolly hair: ‘among thefe 
‘iflands. he had; no foundings. And 
sabout ‘the: latitude of eight degrees: north, 
sand in the longitude of 160 Pan eaft, 
-he difcovered two other iflands, inha- 
sbited by a brown people with ftraight 
black hair. - Thefe iflands appeared to be 
-very fertile, and® much cultivated ; and 
“by the’ behaviour of the inhabitants the 
‘Ships’ company were induced to ‘believe 
they were the firft difcoverers, One of 
-thein was named Morris-ifland, the other 
Alliance-ifland. They did not land én 
~éithier of them. Thefe difcoveries were 
~wnade'in the month of November. i 
The: officers of ‘the European fhips in 
China were aftonifhed to fing a veffe] ar- 
‘riving at that feafon of the year, and with 
eagernefs and plealure examined the track 
of their voyage. 
« &n ceafting near New Holland they had 
‘the winds generally from S. W. and 
blowing ftrong, with a great deal of rain. 
They finifhed their voyage by arriving 
‘again at Philadelphia on the 17th of Sep- 
‘tember, 1788, having returned by the 
nfual route of the European thips, ‘until 
#hey were inthe Atlantic occan. 


r en 
SCOTLAND, 


Edinburgh, November 24. This day 

‘ame On before the High Court of Juft- 
ciary,; the trial of J. Dick, late thip- 
mafter, J. Willox, innkeeper, and - 
Howie, journeyman watchmaker, all of 
Dundee, indicted ‘at the inftancé of his 
Majcily’s Advocate, for breaking into the 
‘office of a banking company in that place, 
‘onthe night between the 16th and 19th 
days of February laft, and ftealing there- 
from the fum of 42g]. 7s. 6d. fterling, or 
thereby ; the fame crime {6r whicl Fal- 
coner aid Bruce, now under _fentence of 
death inthe Tolbooth of this city, refpit- 
éd till the 24th of next month, “were con- 
demned, The libel was found relevant, 
-and the court proceeded to the examina- 
‘tion of witneffes ; but as it is probable 
they will fit late, we muft defer further 
particulars till our next. 

The Emprefs of Ruffia~has conferred 
the honour of knighthood on Charles Gaf- 
coigne, E(q. late of Carron. 

Edinburgh, November 27. On the 24th, 
the ftated anniverfary meeting of the 
Royal Phyfical Socicty, at their hall in 

‘Huater’s Park, the. following gentlemen 
swere cleéted into office, wiz; > 


4 & 
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Annual Prefidents, 

Anthony George Forbes M. D. of %, 
Chriftopher’s ; William Lehre, Efq; of 
Charleitown, South Carolina; James Box 
Young, Efgq; of Savannah, Georgia; Wil- 
liam Oakely, Efq; of Northampten, 
England. . . 

Andrew Fyfe, -Efqy ‘Treafarer. ‘ 
Mr. John Hay, Secretary aud Librarian. 
_ This fociety wasinftitated at a 
in1771, for the advancement of: learh- 
ing and ufeful knowledge, upon philefo- 
phical, ‘phyfiological, and medical fub- 

&s ; and the purpofes of the inftitution 

aving fucceeded'in an eminent degret, 

on the'5th ‘of May, 1788, a charter was 
obtained from his'Majetty, ‘ereéting them 
intoa Royal Society and body corporate. 
The fociety low .confilts of many noble- 
men and gentlemen:of diftinguithed ‘lite- 
rary abilities ; ‘andthe numerous ‘and it- 
genious differtations produced: both in 
Latin and Englith, not only refleé la 
juftre’ on the inftitution, but. afford the 
well-grounded hope of its tending inia 
confiderable degree td the improvement 
of literature in general. . 





COUNTRY NE W'S. 


York, Dec. 1.  Wednefday night, bé- 
tween nine and ter o’clock, four daring 
villains, with black fates, white’ night- 
caps and fhirts, rufhed into the kitchen of 
William” Meeke, — Efg; of Woodhoufe 
Pocklington, and, ‘witha fudden and vid- 
lent fhout, brandifhing bludgeons, and 
prefenting piftols, “attacked four fervants, 
who fat round “the'fire, two of whom ef- 
caped to alarm the neighbouring ‘places. 
One other féervant,' who was in the room 
with Mr. Meeke, going to’ enquire what 
was the occafion of fuch an uncomman 
noife, they attacked him, and he bravely 
fought three of them fome time, (the other, 
as it is imagined, was watching the houfe} 
but weakened by the lofs of blood and the 
briiifes he had received, having his whole 
body feverely bruifed, the cap of his knee 
broke, and a largé wound on one of his 
legs, he fell to the' ground, and now lies 
dangeroufly ill. Two of the villains then 
broke into the rodm where Mr. Mecke 
was, and one of them’ prefenting a piftal, 
demanded his money, ‘and frequently 
threatened him if he \Goked at him ; the 
other prefented a piftol ‘to the breaft of 
the houfekeeper, rifled her pockets, and 
after rummaging a drawer inthe room,they 
made their efcape,; leaving two bludge- 
ons, The ‘man who feemed to be the 
ringleader wis a tall, ftout, mufeular 
man, long vifaged, with lank brown 
hairhangingto his fhoulders. They had 
not got out of the houle above five or fix 
minvtes before feveral perfons from Pock~- 

lingtoa 














ington arrived, but it being aver ’ dark 
enight, the villains. made off, The. hue 
aud. cry was raifed in every town for fe- 
.veral miles round before eleven o’clock. 

Northampton,, Dec. 13... On Monday 
Morning, the i{t initant, a moft barborous 
. Murder was committed: in. Flitwick-wood, 
«in the parith of Flitwick, abouttwo miles 
from Ampthill, .Bedfordthire, on the bo- 
dy of Elizabeth White, a poor unfortu- 
mate female of Ampthill. Fier body was 
-dilcovered betiyeen cleven and twelye the 
omext day, by an old man and his two 
fons, as they were going to gather fticks 
-in the riding of the wood, a molt fhock- 
jing {peGacte; her throat was cut fgur or 
five inches in length, and quite down to 
,the, bone, there were four or five wounds 
rmear her mouth, her jaw-bone broke, and 
awo.or three of her upper teeth beat out, 
the cheek-bone fraftured, alfo feveral 
wounds and. brurfes on the head, onc 
wrift mach bruifed, one of her fingers cut 
off a little above the nail in a flanting di- 
weGion, and another finger very much 
cut. A white handled cafe-knife with 
about an inch broke off from the point, 
~and the blade of a new pen-knife {both 
~very bloody), with the piece of her fin- 
ager, were found on,.her cloak, near 
the body, The coroner’s jury fat op the 
body on Wednefday, Friday, and Satur- 
day. Mr. Bolding, jun. furgeon, at the 
sequeft of the jury, infpe@ted the head, 
anid found upon the head and face ten 
wounds, but no other fra&ure than the 
.@heek-bone and jaw ; it was his opinion 
that the bruifes and cuts on her head and 
face were given, with the clawe and face 
ofahammer, It appeared from the de- 
— ofthe filters of the deceafed, that 

e¢ wentout on.the morning the murder 
was committed on purpofeto meet a per- 
fon of Steppingly, near, Ampthill, and 
-told them fhe fhould be back by dinner 

time; in. confequence of which he ; was 
-apprehended, and, other corref{ponding 
circumftances appearing, was committed 
by the coroner to Bedford goal, to take 
his trial at the next affizes. 

Hinckley. Dec. 1. There, is now in the 
garden of Benjamin Hacket, of this place, 
an apple-tree, which has been in bloifom 
thefe lah three weeks, and.has now both 
young fruit and bloffoms upon it. Ia an 
orchard, near the above, is a plumb-tree 
in full bloffom. And in the garden of 
Mr, Crifp, next to Mr. W, Green’s, there 
is a sailiveaiytaen with a plentiful crop 

‘of young fruit—very fingular at this time 
of the year. 

Liverpool, Dec, 4. Tuefday morning laf, 
a little after twelve o'clock, a dreadful fire 
broke out at the fhop of Mr. Hodgfon, 
bookfeller and flationér, in Pool-lane; 
which was entircly confumed, , together 
with his houfhold furaiture, Lock in trade 
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moft of the aceount books, printing- 
preffes, and other implements belonging 
to the printing-bufinefs, toa confiderable 
amount: the progrefé of the flames Heing 
rapid, and the great fcartity of water;:ow- 
ing to ‘a long continuance of dry weather, 
rendered it impoffible to: fave any ‘thing ‘of 
confequence ;and it) was with difficulty 
the liyes of the family ‘were | preferved. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodgfon, with four fmall 
children; narréwly efcaped, almof naked: 
@ gentleman and his fon,'‘who lodged. in 
the houfe, weré faved by calmnefs and. re- 
colle@ion: the gentleman tied the theets 
‘of bis bed: together; by which-he let down 
his fon into the yards and afterwards fa- 
ftenéd the fheets to a window, and fol- 
lowed. Mr. Thomas Oakes, Druggift; 
Mrs. White and Mify Raberts; milliners, 


“and Mrs. Egerton Sm'‘th, printer, have all 


fuffered very confiderably by this gricvous 
accident. One of the firemen had his 
ancle broke, téeth knoeked out,‘ and was 
otherwife much bruifed 

Reading, Dec. 6. A'fewdays fince, a 
genteel young man came’ to a young ladics 
boarding-fchool, in the environs. ofthis 
town; faid he had two’ nieces he withed 
to put to board, &e. ” After enquiring: the 
terms, he defired to pdy'the entrance,:and 
produced a chécque acéepted by an emi- 
nént banking-honfe in London, for which 
he ‘received his change, promifing the 
young ladies fhould be Gent in afew days. 
The next day'the fame perfon played a h- 
imilar trick at a large academy, within a 
few’ miles of London};* mentioning two 
nephews he propofed to fend for educ&- 
tion, &c. and’ received, as ‘before,\the 
change for his draft ? which, as well athe 
mn? will not be duly honored in Loa- 

on, 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

Nov. 29. Yefterday Sir Benjamin Hamet, 
‘one of the theriffs of London, went to Lord 
George Gordon’s apartments, on the fe- 
lon’s fide of Newgate, and tore down two 
copies of the hand-bills, relative to the fi- 
tuation of the King, from the walls of the 
room. He informed his lordthip, that thofe 
papers made a great difturbance in the 
city, and threatened to remove his lord thip 
to a worfe room. Lord George told the 
theriff, he was under the power of his ene- 
mies, ina loathfome prifon, and they might 
do as they thought moft prudent for them- 
felves: as to the hand-bill relative to the 
King, he would not join in the flattering 
portions of fcripture, which the other Jews 
and almoft all the d.fferent defcriptions of 
Chriftians, had otiered up to the Almigh- 
ty; and added, that the printer was net 
known to any body but himfelf. 

Laft week the butler of W. Wilkins, 
Fg. of Macflwich, near the Hay, Brecon- 
thise, narrowly efcaped drowning ina pool 
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-mear his mafter’s houfe,,, The coachman 
gwas: wathing. :the. chariot, and, the door 
of the carriage . fuddenly opening, , the 
vbutler’shoitfe dook, fright, and :difmounted 
his sider in /the: water 5, his Jeg; however, 
entangled: et yng se and the , horte 
islenged ‘beyend:ite depth in the pool. “In 
whisdangerovs fituagion, the butler dragged 
for féveral minutes, till the horfe, nearly 
féxhdutted with, firuggling, fuffered affilt- 
:anctsto be given, by which-both were faved 
ifrom fuifocation,,° .: 

-9) Dee. tio Saterday morning were: found, 
ein eiifield pear the,Roebuck, in. the New 
Rod, St. Geonge’s,in the Eaft, tied up.in 
-@) ebarfe :dittysbag, ‘two fine boys, dead; 
-thé one two.or three anonthsold, the other 


sapparentl yas maby avecks+-they were car- 


nied to St. Geerge's work shoule, 

| « Phegury met atthe werkheule.on Sa- 
wturday-evening laft, and after being [worn 
ein, and the bodies; produced aud exami- 
med, Surgeon !Horsfield, jun. waa {worn ; 
when he declared he had examined both 
sthe-boulies-twice that day, and had not a 
edonubt-butbvoth the.children died of natural 
sedufes; aheoldel, which he thought might 
fhelthreersmonths, old, ;of the {mall-pox; the 
syoungefts be fait, could not be older than 
three weeks, and that dicd of a fcarlet_or 
-fome other eruptive fever. Being afked, 
ifihe could account for their being left, in 
‘the field without burial, he faid he was 
eertain sthey, hed .been buried, and, no 
-doubt, had taken up to carry to fome 
shofpital, and that the party might haye 
cheen difturbedy and. dropped them there. 
-Werdid—Died anatural death. __ 

‘Dec. g.'On Saturday laft a dreadful ac- 
»eident befel a young woman, daughter to 
odbopkeeper>in Chancery-lane, who has 
“been, from an infant, affliéted with acga- 
fional fits of epilepfy. She, had been im- 
prudéntly fuffered toxge wp fairs with a 
wandie m- her hand, and was feized, whilf 
alone in an, upper-room, ‘with one of her 
ufual paroxy{ms. No affittance being near, 
her -handkerchief and the -upper-part of 
her — took fire; in confequence of 

° 


{ 


which, her bofom, neck, -and face, were 
expofed, during the continuance of the fit, 
to the flames; which, however, providen- 
tially, went out without communicating 
to the reft of ber drefs, or to the furniture 
‘ofsthe reom.. On recovering her fenfes 
‘fhe had the prefence of mind to open the 
window ‘to let out the {moke, and went 
-down ftairs without any afliflance. Mr. 
Clare, the furgeony immediately attended; 
but, though every thing has been attempted 
fer her relief, there ts little reafon to be- 
lieve the will recover. This fatal accideyt 
thould operzte as a caut on withthofe who 
have the misfortune to be troubled with 
its; and who, by a like a& of indifcre- 
tion, may not only rifque their own lives, 
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ut the fecurity of their friends and neigh. 
ours. of 
De. 6. Tharfday‘miorhing, “about five 
o’clock, a dreadful ‘fire broke Gut at Nr, 
Robinfon’s, currier,' nearly oppolité Dean- 
ftreet, Fetter-lane ; whichs thidugh a ‘otal 
want of water for fome time, raged with 


‘great fury. Tn its devaflatibn it burnt back- 


wards, where. fevéral ‘houfes ‘weré ‘in’‘a 
fhort time déttiolithed ; arnong thém'u ait. 
fenting meéting-hoult, ‘a black fmith’s 
houte, and many ‘other {mall *hotifed” ?n 
Chitch-yatd' alley, and in that ‘neighbout- 
hood. About ‘tight’o’clock it feemed to 


“be pretty Well got ‘ander; but at Half-yelt 


ten Tt ‘broke out'again, when it’was a fe. 

cond time happily extinguifhed.—Aboat 

eighteen houfes ure deftroyed. ; 
Dec. 11. Aluicide, apwards of 66 'yeats 


“of ate, was “buried in 'accrofs:r6ad, near 


Holywell Mount, on Saterday atonowh. 
His*cafe was truly difttefling—Beinga 
weaver palt' labour, from defect of fight, 
‘he had betn Jong’ maintained “by'a rela- 


“tive, who képt’a cook’s-fhop tn the neigh- 
‘bourhood. ‘Phe removal of his benefaGtor 
“into another bafinels, where it drd not fuit 


hit‘ to take him with him, had ‘fuch ‘an 
effe& upon th’s unhappy perfon, as, after 


“hts ‘fmall {tock was expetided,’to infigate 


him to put a*period to his exiflence 5 —s 
he was foand hanging in an ‘empty room! 
Dec. 18. This day a Court of Commonh- 
Council was held at Guitdhall. The-court 
proceeded to ‘hear feveral reports from 
the committee of ‘city lands. Mr. ‘Alder- 
man Crofby brought forward his motion 
for'confolidatihg committees ; which, “f. 
ter adebate, was carried’ unanimonfly.: 
Mr. Dornford’ brought forward./ame- 
tion, which was fecondéd by Mr, Sherif 
Curtis, and’was as follows: “ Refolved, 
‘© That thethanks of this court be given 
* to the Right Hon. Willtam Pitt, Chan- 
**cellor of the Exchequer, and the two 


'*¢ hundred. and ‘frxty-(even- worthy: mem- 
“** bers of thé Hon. Houfe of Commons, 


** for their ftrenuous fupport of the impor- 
* tant right ‘Of the Lorils end Commons 
* of this realm, to provide the means of 
** fupplying the defeét af the perfonalek- 
** ercife of the Royal Authority, arifing 
** from his Majelty’s indifpofition.’”» dhs 
motion producéd a long debate ;in whith 
the Recorder explained that it was a law 
queftion, and requeited the court, would 
not be precipitate'in giving their/oprmions 
thereon. The {peéakers againft the quef- 
tion were, Mr- Alderman Newnham, Mr. 
Alderman Skinner, Mr. Alderman Saw- 
bridge, and Mr. Goodbehere.. For the 

uettion, Mr. Deputy Birch, Meffrs. Box, 
Parmisin, and many other commoners. The 
quettion being put, a divifion took places— 
For the motion, 56, Againfl it e7. Ma- 


jority, 29. i 
sige Bintus, 
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- Dee. 11) Lalt Wednefday ‘being the an- 
niverfary of the inftitution of the Royal! Aca- 
deiiy,. a general affembly of the Academi- 
cians’ was held’ at the Royal Academy, 
Somerfet.Place, when the following premi- 
ulms were given, viz. 

A. gold medal to Mr. Henry Singleton, for 
the bef hiftorical’pi€ture in oil’ colours, the 
fubje& of which’ was taken from Dryden’s 
Ode for St; Cecilia's: day, A gold medal to 
Mt, Charles Horwell, tor a model of agbas 
relief; the fabject of which was Achilles’s 
grief for the death of Patroclus, confoled by 
Thetis, Agold medal to Mr. John Sanders, 
for the: beft defign in architecture, the fub- 
je the plan, elevation, and fection of a 
church, witha fpire or fteeple. , 

Four filver medals were given for drawings 
of? academy: figures, done in the Academy, 
te‘Mr. Tho. Thompfon, Mr. Tho. Stewart, 
Mr, Iawrence Jofeph Cofle, and) Mr. An- 
thony Van Affen. A filver medal was like- 
wife given to Mr.*Henry Hemefly, for a draw- 
ing of the Weit front of St. George’s, 
Hanover-fquare done from actual meafure- 
ments, 

The Prefident then delivered'a difcourfe to 
the ftudents. The fubje&t which the Pre- 
fident chofe was a Criticifm on the genius 
and works of the late Mr. Gainfborough. 

- The general aflembly then proceeded to 
the election of officers for the year enfuing, 
when Sir Jofhiua Reynolds was re-elected 
Prefident. 

John Richards, Efq; was elected Secre- 
tary in. the room of F; M, Newten, Efq; who 
has refigned! 

Council. 
George Dance, Efq. 
William Hodges,’ Efq. 
James Northcote, Efq. 
John Opie, Efq. 
John. Bacon, Etqv 
James Barry, Efq. 
Sir William Chambers 
Richard Cofway, Efq. 


Vifitors. 
James Barry, Efq. 
J. S. Copley, Efq. 
Rd. Cofway, Efq, 
Ja. Northcote, Efq. 
John Opie, Efg. 
Fr. Bartolozzi, Efq. 
Jof. Nollekens, Efq. 
J. E. Rigaud,’ Efq. 
Jof. Witton, Efq. 

Dec, 25: Lat week, at. Guildhall was 
tried before Mr. Juftice Heath, and a fpecial 
jury, a caufe of great confequence to trade 
in. general, and manufacturers jn. particular, 
The action was .brought by Meffrs, Quintin, 
of London, glafs manufafturers, againtt 
Meffrs, Vigar, Stephens, and Co. carrying 
on, partof' the fame trade at Briftol, for en- 
ticing.away three of their apprentices. and a 
journeyman, which being proved to the fa- 
tisfaction of the Court and Jury, a verdict 
was. given. for the »plaintiffs for 300]. damages. 
It, was agreed and admitted, that the hiring 
ofa journcymany whilft in the fervice of 
another mafter without the latter’s confent, 
though.only engaged from week to week, was 
enticing. away, and therefore actionable, ‘and 
that the fame law extended to fervants of all 
denominations ‘ 
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Bratus. Thé'Lady Of Sir John D’Oy- 
ley, ofa ftill-born child. Fhe lady of 
Henry Dawkins, jun. Efq. of a fon, at* 
his father’s houfe in Portman-ftreet. ‘ 

MARR 1ED.——Geotge Hervey, Efq. of 
Lawrence-lance, merchant, te Mifs M, 
Denn. At-Cranbrook, in Kent, John Oi-- 
borne, Bfq. of Swigfhole, near Trenchieys 
in’ the fame county, to. Mifs Thompfon, 
daughter of Mr. William Thomfon, of Cra: ~ 
brook, William James Archer, Ef. to 
Mademoifelle de Horngachier, only daughter 
to Monfieur le Chevalier Horngachier, Seic« 
neur of Dardigney, in the: republic ot Gene- 
va, AtEdinburgh, Arthur Buchanan, jun. 
Efq. ef Dulatter, to Mifs Margaret Camp- 
bell, daughter to Dr. Robert Campbell, of? 
Smyddygreen, The Rev, Gilbert Park, of 
Germains, in Norfolk,!Chaplain to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, to Mifs Har- 
riot Hare, daughter of the late Jofeph Hare, 
of Southampton. AtCanterbury, B, Gray- 
den, Efg. to Mrs. Bouderie, both of that 
city. George Bye, -Efq, of Bartholomew-. 
Clofe, to Mifs Soley, of Woolwich, Kent. 
Mark Carr, Efq. of Ethott, Northumber- 
land, to Mifs Collinfon, of Hexham. “At 
Durham, Francis Mafcall, Efq. of Epple- 
ton, in that county, to Mifs Elizabeth Rad= 
chffe, of the city of Durham. At the Qua 
ker’s Meeting-houfe, in White-Hart-court, 
Lombard-ftreet, Mr, Noating, of Alderfgate- 
ttreet, to Mifs Fawcett, of Charterhoufe- 
fquare, At Balcarras, the Hon, Robert 
Lindfay, of Leuchars, to Mifs’ Elizabeth, 
Dick, third daughter of the deceafed Sir 
Alexander Dick, of Preftonfield, Bart. Jn 
the Ife of Wight, Col. Jufsly Hill, to Mrs, 
Tees, youngeft daughter of the late Robert 
Worfley, Efq. of Pidford, in the faid ifland, 
Edward Pratt, Efq, of Swaffham, in Nor- 
folk, to Mifs P. Browne, daughter of the 
late Samuel Browne, Efq, of Lynn. At Dy- 
mock, Charles Hawkins, Efg. of Chelten- 
ham, to Mifs Hankins, daughter of the late 
Richard Hankins, of the Greenhoufe, in 
Gloucefterfhire, Efq. At Newcaitle, Wil- 
liam Albany, Efq. Captain in the Royal 
Navy, to Mifs Burdon,’ eldeft daughter of 
George- Burdon, Efg. of that place, The 
Hon. Frederick St. John, brother to Lord 
/i{count Bolingbroke, to Lady Mary Kesr, 
daughter of the Marquis of Lichise, 
Allanfon, Efq; of Richmond, to Mifs 
Parry, of Bloomfbury-fquare. At Chel- 
fea, Mr. James Cooper, of Gray’s-inn, 
to Mifs Kightley, of Chelfea. At Pem- 
broke, Capt. Tyler, of the royal navy, 
to Mifs Leach, eldeft daughter of Abra- 
ham Leach, Efq. of Pembroke, George 
Hankin, of Herts, to Mrs. Hannah Ken- 
net, widow of the late Brackley Kennet, 
Efq. Alderman, At Cranbrook, in Kent, 
John Ofvorne, Efg. of Swighhole, near 
Trenchley, in the fame county, to Mifs 
Thomfon, daughter of Mr, Wm. Thom- 
fon, ef Cranbrook. 
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Thos. Cheafe, Efq.. late of Bromley, 
Kent. Rev..Jofhua Kyte,,D. D,, Retior 
oi Wendlebury and Swincombe, both in 
the county. of Oxford. Mr. Vaughan, 
Laceman. Mr. Oliver Beft, of Mortlake, : 
in the 109d year of his age; formerly of 
the houthold.ot Geo, lL. Rev. Mr. Innes. 
jpne Mitchie, Efg., Peter, Gauflon, Efq, 

. Afheton, Efq. Mrs. Addington, Mrs. 
Crewe, George Frederick, Moakes, Efq. 
aged)107 years and‘ix months, Web- 
fier, Efq. Dr. Jonathan Shipley, Lord Bi- 
fhop of St. Afapb. Andrew Grofe; Efq. 
James Macnamara, Eig. The Right Hon. 
the Countefs of Ba:rymore. George 
Gharles, Eig. in the 85th year of his age. 
James Brown, Efq. in the goth yearof his 
age.. Samuel Martin, Efq. a gentleman 
well known in the political world; parti- 
cularly from his having fought a duel, 
about 15 years ago, with Mr. Wilkes. At 
Feverfham, in Kent, in the 78th year of 
his age, Edward Jacob, Efq. F. A. S. 
agentieman well known to the learned 
as ao antiquarian and a naturalift, and 
more particularly by his Hiftory of Fe- 
verfham, Fopilie Shepeiana, &c. In Bed- 
ford-row, Mrs. Newnham, relié& of the 
late Nathaniel Newnham, Efq, of New- 
timber-place, in the cotaty of Spflex. 
In Marybone, Robert Achmuty, Efq. 
late Judge of the Admiralty of the Court 
of Appeals, for the four.New England 
Governments in North America. At 
Wells, in Somerfetthire, Matthew Rood, 
Efq. an alderman of that city, At Wel- 
ton, in Northamptonthire,, John Plomer, 
Efq. brother to Sir William Plomer, al- 
derman of the city of Londoa. Lady. 
Fitzroy, at her houfe in Holles-ftrect, Ca- 
vendifh-fquare. In Upper Brook-ftreet, 
Ralph Peterhorne, Efg. In Bloomfbury- 
fquare, in the eightieth year of his age, 
Charles Pinfold, Efg. mavy years Gover- 
nor of the ifland of Barbadoes. The Rev. 
Bernard Aftley, Re€or of Little Snoring, 
and third fon of Sir Edward Aftley, bart. 
In Dean-ftreet, Soho, in the 93d year of 
his age, John Blagny, Efg. At Stoke- 
Néwington, James Brown, Efq. 

Bankrurrts. Thomas te Law- 
rence, of "Ludgate-ftreet, woollen-draper, 
ee Moore, of the City-road, Moorfields, 

ardwaretnan. James Renton, late of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, wine-merchant. Henry 
Webtter, now or late of Wheatley, Yorkhhire, 
dyer, William Nelfon, of Richmond, York- 
Mire, miller. George Brown, of Shug-lane, 
Piccadilly, carpenter. ‘Thomas Crowley, of 
Camomile-ftreet, Bifhopfgate-ftreet, currier. 
William James, of Briftol, grocer. Alex- 
ander Scott, of Charles-ftreet, St. Mary-le- 
Bone, linen-draper, John Baguley, of Fleet- 
firect, hatter. Jofeph Canter, Church 











« Montbly: Regifter. 





ftreet, Soho, jeweller, John Wood, of Mane 
chefter, merchant, Lewis Oliver, of White. 
chapel, fadler, Thomas Houghton, the 
elder, and Thomas Houghton, the younger, 
now or late of Sutton in Holdernefs, York«- 
fhire, paper-makers. John Ryland, of the 
Old Bailey, bookfeller, Luke Reilly, of 
the Strand, vintner. John Lillie, late of; 
Queen-ftreet, Cheapfide, weaver, Jofeph 
Clarke, of Manchelter, liquor-merchant. 
Samuel Underhill, ef Broadway, Worcefter=: 
thire, dealer. EdwardThomas,of Oxford-ftreet, ; 
hatter, John Paul Llagoftern; of St, Martin’s- 
lane, Cannon-ftreet, merchant. Jofeph Jones, 
of Whickford, Effex, haberdafher. Thomas 
Poweil, late of» Black-friars-road, but now 
of Downe-ftreet, linen-draper. Thomas, 
Tippets, of the New Mills, Durfley, Glou- 
ecfterfhire, clothier. Richard Dixon, of War- 
rington, Lancathire, innkeeper. William 
Day, late ef Bedwardine, Worcefterthires 
hatter, Thomas Browne, Deniel Eaton, and: 
John Fincham, of Gate-ftreet, Lincoln’s- 
inn-Fields, glafsmen, Charles Nicoll, of 
the Haymarket, hatter, Stephen Price, of 
Northumberland-ftreet, Strand, money-fcri« 
vener, George Watfon, of New Bond-ftreet, 
hatter, Thomas Thomfon, late of Newing- 
ton, Surrey, dealer, Thomas Gibfon, and 
Jofeph Johnfon, of Lawvence-lane, bankers, 
William Rudder, Charlotte-ftreet, St, Maty 
le-bone, Middlefex, dealer. | Chriftopher 
Adams and Jofeph Adams,,of King-ftreet, 
Cheapfide, gold{inith, George Rufhbury,: 
of Bilfton, Staffordhhire, Innholder.. Eliza- 


; 


beth Scarles, now, or late of. Alford. 
Lincolnthire, mercer. John Harris, of 
Portfmouth, Hants,’ thopkeeper.”» Samuel 


Malebone, of Plaiitow, in Effex, Ed-) 
mund Hague, of Queen Ann-ftreet Eaity 
St. Mary-le-Bone, painter, .-John Newton, 
of High-ftreet, Mary-le-Bone,. druggift. 
William Charaley, of Walton, Lancafhire, 
cotton-manufacturer, William Lowe, -of 
High-ftieet, St. Mary-le-Bone, cordwaitier, 
Jofeph Copper, of Kiddermiafter, Worcefter- 
thire,malfter, John Ellis, lateof Cheapfide,gauze 
weaver. John Armitage,of Silver-ftreét, Golden 
fquare, upholder... William Rockcliff, lat= 
ot South Thorefby, Lincoln, carpenter. 
Thomas Wilkins, of Tamworth, Warwiek, 
carpenter, Thomas Buckland, Oxford-ftreet, 
baberdafher, John Brafier, of Piccadilly, 
baker, Thomas Vicary, of Crediton, De- 
vonthire, fergemaker. Thomas Onley, of 
Birmingham, button-maker, John Arnold, 
and Larratt Wellings, of Great ‘St, Ann’s 
ftreet, Weftmintter, coal-dealers. John Holt, 
Huddersfield, Yorkthire, timber-merchant, 
Afber Affer, of Great « Agliff-ftreet, mere 
chant. Gabriel Rogers, the Younger, of 
Crofby-row, Snow’s-fields,’ builder, John 
Seaton, late of Red Lion-(quare, upholder 
John Langton, of Newington, Surrey, wax 
chandler, 


Exxarain the laft Number, inthe note, page gee, line 1. for 1518, read 1618; 


in the fame note, 1. 7. for.1562, 1. 1662 
p. 338; for Louis X1V. 1. Louis XIII, 


shin the title to the article refpe€ting Dubois, 
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